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ROMDEA.O. Victor Berthoni's eYes lied every riglit anmd

fthe amiled onme! A «oriouug iitt reason to express atdmiration. This voung
Fieebed from bher eyee eo bine and briigb- wood-uymmtplu, witli lier golda'-,i'lruwti liair, lier

The ight of beppinees and love; blue eycsansd ier slim, lithue forrn, wouhI uid(er
Yet ooyly, for the asahes wove auuy circtianstamîces have beetu a s>,eciuiemu of

A veil to ide the fiame from esight. tuunanity worth thme looking et ; but just uow

And sabsh.renk back from me in frigbt, the accident oU lier sligitly startled pose sud
Afraid uf love, seemed bent on fligbm; the naturel accessomiee of liglît sud background

Yet, ooyiy playing witb ber giove, combimmcd to prodaice an effect especielly deligit-
She smiied un me 1 ful to the esthetic soul. Froiu tte thickct et

And 1 iook courage for tbe figt; hier back rose the straight tmunka of comni anciemut
And fronu ber fear I drank new migbt, Scotch tirs, ehatc-colored at their base sud mcii.

And for my causee1 boldiy strove dening toward ticir aummit ; a fiery ray of cuit-
la moving wordà; and fronu above liglit Uling alant throuigh tie denîse foliege

Qazing on ber, feit witb deigbtoeradauuthehi-sd ovtîdtimo
8h.e miied on me! oeha agi irhi n ovre tit

the sembîsuuce of a îimubus ; her leUt hamud,
whicb lîeld hier bat, huuîg by lier side, but lier
riglit was stilI updiftcd, luoldiug hîack a spray oU

NEMOROSA.tic nndergrowti through whicb aie baid comre ;
sud during tic aeconud or two thiat alie stood

i -tins, oue oU those bewilderl*u recoîhections
whlcli corne sud go like a fiasfh of lightning

"'Alaudecape painter leede amermylhUe. He passed tlirough the ertist's mind. Thue nemory,
bas thie wide wold for lie studio sud nature her- if sunoblied been, was diapelled by the move-
self for hie mietreas and model : a eriiug mis- meut of ite aubjeet, wlio etepped forwamti, eeying
tresa, a patient sud sulent model, whose caprices, lu a cleer sud pleasaut voice, " Monsiemur lias
liowevem discoureging they may be, are neyer probably nissed hie way r'
exesperating or senseleas litke tiose oU tic humait Victor took off hie hat sud bowed low.
subject. He eau counit upun a kind welcorne " Mademuoiselle, 1 arn ahamed to gay tiat I
whemever lie may roain, sud it le eeldorn tiat lie have ; aind if you wilh have the kindnesa to tell
feues to rucet with a joyoue commade or t%%o. He me toward whici point ofthti compasa Moutigmmy
lias the sunehine sud the fiee air sud an abun- lies-"'
dance of exercice to keep hlm lu healti. He je idVery willing, monsieur. 1 myself arn going
indemndent, lu a word, whicb la tic secret of aIl to Merlotte, ao that our way le the saine. You
truie a ppinees. Tbeme yon bave thue one aide of have only tu follow me."
the medal : tic reverse la lese glitterlng. Inde- And withont wastiug more words about it sic
peudeuce is s very fine thing ; tît it le a luxury, atmnck into tie thick oU tic foreet again, dis-
sud like other luxuries lias to be paid for. 'if dainlng tic pathe thet diverged on hem riglit
thie Salon looks eoldly upon laindacapes, and tic sud let, sud rnoving witi aucli deft rapidity
publie decines to buy tienu, yonr poor land- thet to folow lier was a behest more cacily hîcard
ecape painter je in a fair wey to becoîuîe iuîde- than oleyed.
pendent of ail eartly requirenients iv neane of Our fi cnd Victor liowever was not tic man
tic simple procese of starvation. AIll thinge to wslk in dulleilemuce belind si pretty girl wben,
cousidered 1 don't coauphain of ny trade. You by dint oU hoppimug, ckippiug and fioundering lie
nay gsy whet yomu pheae about low forine of art, could niain taliait intermittent position by lier

but what I maintainuis that nu forai of art cen ide. This girl was not only pretty but mycte-
be low, thongli every kind of artiet cen be essi- rions ; for, altiongi ier dres wae thet oU tic
]y cnugli. What do you make of Lues dele people, lier hair sud accent seemed to bchong to
Robibia may Iasak t And which do you thiukla a sorncwhat biiglier station ; sud tic attractions
the greater man-Bernard Palissy or tiat sas of beeuty have neyer yet been leaseued by a
Brouillon, wio flattera hirnself that leie l a mo- toucli of rnystery. Victor was dctermiued to
di ru Michuel Augelo sud lias neyer prodnced a fimîd ont adl about ber ; sud for that matter aie

piletulre yct that lias not becui out of drewingt siowcd no disposition tu baulk hie curiosity.
Low forrn of art, indeed ! Stuif, my good Hem ciief desire was tu get over tic grouud as

sir!t" quickly as possible, 6eing, as eue preaently con-
Victor Berthon conld demii sone ecquein- fessed, iii fear oU eacing lionie too late for

tanice with tic subject upon whiicibe descantcd csupper ; hut aie anawered witliont ebyuesa or
an flueutly, liaviug been hinîscîf s lamidscape reticence tic varions~ hintesud questionîs ad-
patiater for arnatter oU igit years, and iaving dreeeed to ber by ber breathîes cuîr.panion, sud
i-ca1 ed but e mneagre reauuit roum lite labors. So once or twice put a question on lier own score.
nîcagre indeed lied it been, tît e ielid et lest She herseif wue not at ahi ont of breathu.
uMade uip hài mmd to eccept su offer whicb lie " Monsieur lsana artiet," aie remarked. But
lied more tien once rejected, sud to biud hlm- tuas was ratier an assertion tien au interroga.
si-If to execute a certain number of studhios anuu tion ; aud iudeed M. Betho's garb,is shurt
aîîy for tic mannfactory oU pottery et Mon tigny, poiuted beard, sud hie long iocks betrayed
wbicli lid becorne, and le becoiuing, umore aud hlm.
mnore widely kuowu tu lovera of cerarnic excel- " Madenmoiselle, I amu a very humble member
Icaice. Nobody answemed hile questions or dis- of tic creft. 1 liave often widhed to be s greet
Iputed tic con cluaivetuea oU ha arguments for artieýt, but utever more aincerehy tîsu I did e few
tic sufficiprnt reason that nobody but himacîf minutes ago, when you were standing under tic
hîcard tliem. He was waudtriug among tic fir-trees yonder. It waa a aubjeet sucît a one
buis snd glades of the forcats oU Foutainebleau, doca not corne acrose every day. If I1lied the
wîth hic lande thrnst deep into tic pockets of power to do justice to it, and if 1 coulîl obtein
bis hooee velvet coat, snd hie pipe for hie sole your permissionu, 1 wouhd paint you like ,bat. It
confident, sud lu epite oU tic expostuhatory wonld be e short cnt to imurortality for ns
toue oU île soliloquy-whicl i mgit have seemm-d boti." Sic hangled " You wouid corne too
to imply thet thue stop whicl le lied teken late for one of us, monuaieur. 1 arn immortal
stood in some necd of juetification-thero wae a already."
good-humorcd sud conteuted emihe about thls Victor sared for e moment, sud tien truck
eyea and lips auci as miglit be expectcd to irra- lie handa togetier. "Ai ! uow I have it !1
diet'- tic counitenance of one wio sew hie way to was certain we lied met beUore, thougi not lu
a celar seven hundred francs s moutli for the tic fleai. You muet beNemorosa."
future. ",You have accu M. Royem'e picture tIen 1

" Pots sud jugesud plates t" lhe mused. "4Of course 1 have accu it ; wlio has not?
"There wess atime wleieIslould have thonglit You were riglit to say that you are immortel

it a very long way beueath me to peint aucli Royer will neyer pint tic e quai of that picture.
thimuge ; but there was a time wlien 1 wae a And su you are tic originel Némorosai!" repeat-
young ooul sud mletook mysehf for a gei-mim. At cd Victor under hile breati, with a sort of ad-
thirty, une lias pretty nearly donc witl i llu. miring swe.aluns." "iAt your service, mnonseur. Amîd when I

Convinced oU île wisdom pertaining to tiat say et your service, I meamu et your service, you
advanced age M. Berthon plunged more deephy underiutauid - 1arn et the service of ahi artiste ;
into retiections aimd projeets, sud more dccply auit witiôut flattering myself, 1 iardly know
into thce hady wildernc8s. He bsd no niome wist soins of themut wouid have doue witiont me.
Uar of boing ble way lu tic latter tien in the Tiey woul neyer bave seen onr forest, tiet le
furmer ; for tic locality badl been kuown to certain. Since you have heerd oU nie already,
hlm for mauy year pat, ase ideed it la to moat you wil be awame that tic forcat beloîîge ta me,
Frenîch artists of bis selîool. As liowcvcr hlinlua nianner of apeaking. Tiere le not s wood-
hed on al revions occasions fixed hils ied- cutter fronu Cbauily to Bourron, or from Archères
quartersaet Barbison, and as Moîîtiguy beppeus to Boie-Roe, wbo knowa it as I do. When you
to be ituatcd et tic opposite cxtremity of the 1 want to sec the real foret-the forcat as it ueed to

it -s ArdyAu-p -_iimgthattowedlun howmîpeti su fa iu-pîetstll ii e peuleici ar

heartl itor suspected the exiStene of sucli an
original. This did flot deter him fromn aseuriug
Mlle Marguerite Vanne that his meeting with
bier was the ihopetl-for falfthcient of a long-
cherished drearn, itor front tccepting with warmn-
est thanks bier gracions offer of guidance. He
was about to suggest a day and hour for the
carrying of the sanie into effect when lis leader
cut hlmi short by pointinig to a broad white
track, diînly visible through the trees ini the
twilight. " There i-, the lîigh road," she said;
wep art liere. My way lies to tbe rigltt, yours
to tUhe left. Good-niglht, monsieur." Anti with
a wave of hier baud she was gene.

The littie village of Marlotte, ituated oit the
out8kirtq of the foreet, shares with Barbison the
patronage of Parisian landecape painters. There
every evening during the suminer season a
jovial assemibly of bearded and oddly-costumed
persons meet to enjoy a pipe and a glass after
the labors of tbe day; and thitîter Victor Ber-
thon, baving disposed of bis supper somewhat
more hastily than was hie wont, betook himself
in the confident hiope of obtaiuing a brotherly
welcome, together with fuller particulars as to
tbe past and pr..sent lifte of Mlle Vanne. If hie
was disappoi nted in either of these expectations,
it was rath--r lu the former than iu the latter.
To desert a liard and uîtgrateful mistrese after
years of constancy le an offence for which ex.
cuses may be found ; but every one knowe how
difficult a tuatter it le to forgive a friend for
comiug into a fortune ; and as euch the modest
revenue which Victor %vas now known to be
earning appeared to many of lus old comirades.
Hie reception therefore wheu lie entered the
long roomn where these gentlemen werA seated
in conclave, was juet a shade less cordial than
it would have been a twelvemonth before, and
lie had to listen to a few irouical congratulations
upon bis good luck and to some hanter of a kiud
which might have tried the temper of a vain or
tonchy man. On the other liand, hie heard l
that there wns to hear about Mlle Vanne in a
quarter of an hour. As chance would have it,
thee great M. Royer himelf-a good-liumored,
grgy-bearded veteran whom succees had not
wholly estranged frorn Bohernia-was sitting et
the head of the table, presiding over the sym-
posium; but even ln hie absence Victor would
have had no trouble in gaining the required in-
formation. Everybody, it appeared, knew Né-
morosa ; and indeed the inquirer was given to
understand that she waq of those whom not to
know argues one's self unknown.

To arrive at an understauding of plain facte
from the more or lees irrelevant testirnony of
twenty voices demands sornepatience acul at-
tention ; but as the resutrofi t ail V ictor
managed to gather that bis wood-nymphi was an
orphau ; tbat hier relations belonged to the well-
to-do peasant clasa ; that lier father L!ad becorne

prornlsing artist and had died younn, leaviug
lier a small independence ; that she now lived
with lier aunt, la Mère Vanne, who sold l)onltry
and eggs at the Foutainebletu rmarke't ; that sic
had allher life been allowed toi coine anti go as
she chose atiîong the luazes ofhler belovvd forcist;
and that she enjoyed anu udieputeil righit to lie
regarded as the guardian angel of ail artists Who
plied their trade therein-especially of sut-h as
lodged at Marlotte.

Thus mucli be had learned when the door
opened and Mlle Vanne herself walked lu.
Victor was surprised andi a littIe disappointed.
The place, the botir and the compeny were alike
unsuitable, lie tiionglit, for the apparition of
young womien. This younz womnau however
evideutly lield a different opinion. Withont
any appearance of embarrassement slite no.ldd
snilitngly at the company, eaying, Il Bon soir,
meýsieurs," and receiving a generel If Bon soi-,
Némorosa" in reply ; and then, mekiîmg h -r
way to thic cuti of the table, seated li.rselt'uptin
tbe ai of M. Royer's chair and began talking
to hlm lu an undertone. Presently she raised
lier voice, anti pointiug to Victor-

I found monsieur wendering about tbe
fore8t like a bast sheep, thie evening, " seid ait ,
"iand bie kuew me alnuost inmmediately. You
see, Père Iloyer, that one la lamons beyond the
limite of one'q own village."

"lDo mot flatter y,,.ur8elf,- my cbild. On the
coutrary, M. Borthion lias juet been :tsking tic
who you are."

"lHe bas been asking wlio Marguerite Vanne
le, you mean that le possible. But lie knew
Néniorose, aud adînitted thateshe was lumnuiortal
He admitted it a littIe reiucrantly, eveti ; for lie
hatl the kinduese to say that lie woulti have
liked to immortalize mue hirneei."

A unanlmous shout of laugiter, gzreeted titim

terity does not et with the manufacture of
Moutigny ware. If sunob articles were to lest
forever what would become of trade ? Pots and
pans are made to be broken."

"Anîd the varniali on the cauvas cracks,"
said M. Royer, "suad the colours fade ; mAud 8
do youth aud faine, aud the roses on the clîceke
of girls wlio sit up too late. Go to bed, my
child-you ouglit to have been there au hour
ago-and teli Madame Vanne that if she enu
spare lier donkey to carry my tent and easel a
mile or two to-mnorrow afternoon, I shah beo
muci indebted to lier. Now lie off 1"

Marguerite elirngged lier shouldere and pouted
a little. IlAny one who heard you would tiink
I was a baby V"'elie cried. 'Nevertîtelese she
slid off the arm of M. Royer'« chair obediently,
and, with a sweepiug eveence to the cern-
peny, vanished.

A few minutes later Victor Berthon followed
lier example. He was lightiug hie pipe on the
dooretep, preparatory to making a start home-
ward, when one of the young fellows who liad
been sitting near hlm thouglit proper to slip ont
aftcm hlm and cateh hlm by the eleeve.

"11Listen, my good Victor," said lie. IlIsaew
you looking at Némorosa lu an odd way juet
now, when elie was percied up beside old Royer
there. Ah, vieux farceur!1 I know. You were
askiug youreelf wliat eh tihat meant, eh?1 Wll ;
it meaut nothing at ail. Old Royer treate lier
as a child. He lias known lier since elie was
eiglit yeers old, and lie forgets that aie is now
eigliteen. Tie rest of us forget it too. I don't
know whetlier sic always forgets it lierself or
not ; but tiat le not the questiou. Tiere are a
score of us here wio consider lier as our sister ,
and if it sbould enter luto the lieed of any band-
somne voung paluter upon pottery to permit
himecif impertinences in that quarter-you un-
derstand ?"

"'Tihe(levil fly away witb you fellowa !
siouted Victor. IlWhoioletiimtking of beimtg
impertinent to your Némorosa ? I don't care if I
neyer see lier again lu my hUfe. Do you tbiuk I
arn sucli a fool as to coufound Mlle. Vanne witi
one of tlie young ladies wliom une coniuuonly
meets lu your eociety ? You bave swora
to make me lose my temper to-niglit among
you."'

-And it seerne tiat we have eucceeded at
lust," remarked the other drily. "My poor
friend, you have falîcu lu love with Némoroa;
theme le no doubt about it."

M. Berthon deigned no reply to this ebsurd
accusation, anîd strode away without as muncl
as saying "Good-night." Perieps it was an
abeurd accusation ; perhaps lie was not lu love
with this picturcstpue peesaut-giri ; perliaps lier
chaiupionship ot ceremic artiste 1usd flot sent a
thrlîl'of pleasure tlîrough hilm; perbeps lie lied
not Unît ridicnousiy jealons oU Mi. Royer, wlio
was 01(1 enotiglu to be the girl's grantifether;
aud perliaps, as lie lied averred, lie did not
care if lie mever saw ber agaimiin luiis life. It al
cammle to muclu tîe camne thiug lu the long run;
for 'oefore teuu deys were past Victor Berthon
lied gone so fer as to say to hîlmself that lie
would eltier murry Marguerite Venue or remein
forever single. The very forrn of this aseever-
atiomu was a ,ufficient testimuuony to the serious-
ness of bis atteethment ; for tionigl Victor wvas
itot witnout experience or the tender p tssiou, lie
lied neyer before contemplated even the (distant
eventuelity of marriege. But the possession of
a eettletl incomi l apt to subvert a man's wiole
views oU hife and its coutingemîties: anud a few
excursions luto the lîeart of the fortust under Né-
morose s guidanîce, a few stuidies from nature,
tiashed off while aie gleutced over île shoulder, a
chance meeting or two, sud sundry brief inter-
views ou Madame Vanmue's doorstep lu the star-
igit lied done the reet. The young artist's

mid wss matde up ; anti, althongli lue did not-
eonimunucate hie intentions to anybody, lie lied
the entire littie eociety of Marlotte for hie cou-
flid'rit. M. Royer knew ail about it sud ap-
proved of it ; as did also Madamue Venne, ea
hiard-lieeded, soft-licarteti oli persomi, wbo, after
mqking cer-tain prell¶ninery inquiries et Mon-
tigny sud el ewheme, became a warm supporter
oU the pleesant young fellow wio bad witliout
utucli difficulty wortueti himecîf into lier good
graces. As for the coufratemnity of artiste, they
lied b'eu lu possession of this open secret from
the outset, and, bcing good-n4tured fellowa lu
tbe main, tliey did not cliaff their comrade
muore tbam was fair and reasonable under tic
circuuances, while lu the preseuce of Némo-
rose uothing could*excecd their espectful uncon-
ecloueness of the deetiny that appeered to be in
atome for lier. Pour imnnocent i pour littie angel 1
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