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HAPPY CHRISTMAS.

We have devoted this number of the
News, almost exclusively to subjects more
or less directly connected with the beauti-
ful and happy Christmastide. General
topics, with the necessary exception of
our instruetive - Parliamentary letter, have
been set aside, and we reserve ourselves
only a small space” wherein to wish all
our friends and patrons the compliments
of the season.. A Happy Christmas!
There may be some gloom oo the country
side and -sadness in many families, bui
even for those who' grieve  this season
brings comfort and ecourage. The air is
filled "with strains of joy, and benisons
fall over all the earth. - ‘

Glory to God nnto the highest and
Teaceé to good men upon sea and land.

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.
FUHE FACIFIC RAILWAY DEEATE—THE SPEECHES
; IN PARLIAMENT, )

{From Our Speeial Correspondent,

Orrawa, Dee. 18.-~There liag really been
only one qquestion before Parliament this week,
~and thatisthe contract with the Syudicate for
hnilding the Pacific Bailway, for which approval

is asked. There was at the beginning very great
excitement, but ‘mueh of this became calmed
down after the delivery of the really magnificent
“speech of the Minister of Railways. - It is not:
exaggeration to say that there has heen a_desper.
ate effort made to convert this question into an
engine of party warfare, sufficiently powerful to
Jestroy the Glovernment in the same way as be-

_ fore when'the “‘Pacific Scandal” was burstupon
~“the’ country. = There: has, in truth, been a
great deal of wild talk, and not a few -of the
newspapers have indulged in this luxary. Some:
men evel professed to have bien struck “‘aghast”
oy the revelations opened up to'them; and de:
Livered themselves in this frame of mind. Bat
a very different approach to the subject is re-
quired on the part of “men who, neither wish to
deceive themselves nor be deceived, in ‘order to
appreciate with truthfulness -those  considera-
tions of vast material “interest” now calling for
the - consideration . of ‘Parliaruent. 1t was also
“~aumonired ‘and -published. that” the Opposition
- members have hield a caticus to consider .a mani-
festo. to.-be addressed. to the people of Canada.
against the scheine of  the. Government.: /This
~ would have been'an éxtraordinary and certainly
an: extra-Parliamientary - proceeding ;- but- the

-~ manifesto turos out to “be aii’ unsigred memo-
wepspers.

.arked the

been marked by
dently rumoured
averie {0 a ques-
-~ tion o : cided :withouta
" gpecial appeal to. the country, but  this was not
only in-itself unlikely, but,” even'if it had been’
true, it was'not &’ style. of  thing  which would
have heen allowed “to .leak: out.” .The Govern-
‘ment, however, took paius to set this right, for

- 1 Macdonald Government iu 1873.° All'objections

‘however, so Pickwickian, as scarcely to remove

five miltions of ‘money and twenty-five millions:
allv ‘announced -that this was done with the full
concurrence - of -His..Excellency.. . Sir Charles
Tubper, in his opening speech, also very clearly
showed ‘that -this question ‘had already been
three times before the country, and that.it was
once presented in' the most formal way possible
by Mr. Alex. Mackenzie, after the defeat of the

of this "kind - may therefore. be. dismissed .as
simply ‘frivolous, and, for' the rest, uader our
system the Parliament is.at ouce the: proper and
‘adequate tribunal to adjudicate on-this question.
A little “interest was excited by a sharp sttack.
on. the scheme ‘of thé Government “in the or-
dinary Ministerial organ of this city, and Sir
Charles Tupper, in his speech, indicated Mr,
Win. Macdongall as the writer, but' this geutle-
man denied the soft imperchment, in 8 made,

one’sdoubts, and it was scarcely worth while to
take the trouble to. make an evasive denial of
this, while he had allowed himself to be inter-
viewed by a reporter of a Montreal journal, and
his remarks, in a somewhat similar sense, to_be
wblished. - The defection of a- man so ‘able as
Ir. William Macdongall would, undoubtedly,
have been a serious blow to the Government, if
it were not so well known that he has an actual
constitutional temdency towands incounsistency.
Tt is stated rather spitefully in one Ministerial
newspaper that the real reason of the opposition
of this gentleman is owing to the absence of any
Commissionership in the scheme of the Govern-
ment. .
The -objections urged aguinst the contmct,
which the Governient has actually entered into,
and Parliament is asked to approve, are—first,
that an altogether too good bargain is given to
the Syndicate, and, second, that a gigantic mon-
opoly is created, over which there can be no ade-
quate control. lu my opinion, the too-good
bargain allegations will not bear the test of
eriti¢ism ; and it is very well understood that,
when some of the very large French and English
money houses; which were spoken to, came to
look seriously at the burgain offered them, they
declined to assume the responsibilities which
they saw it involved. It is also rumoured, I be-
lieve with good foundation, that the members of
the Syndicate pow in Ottawa are not over keen,
It is undoubted that they insisted upon many of
the points that are objected to, as a sort of
sauce to make them swallow the bargain. Asre-
gards control, this railway will, of course, come
under the operation of the General Railway
Clauses Act, but Mr. Macdougall says, in lus
interview, as published by the Montreal reporter,
that no Government would ever be strong
enough to put these into effect any more than
they were put into eifect against the Grand
Trunk. Probably there conld not have been'a
better word put into the mouth of any advocate
of the  Government thau- this, . Everybody re-
members -the great row and all the invective
against - the " Grand- Trunk monopoly, some
twenty years ago, and of which one sometimes
hears - even - !yet. - But . the Grand Trunk
had all it could do to maintain itself ; yet, look
at the stupendous advantage it has been to the
country. What, for instance, ‘would Montreal
have been withoutit? : RRE
Sir Charles Tapper stated in his speech’ that
twenty-eight millions of dollars would eover
the amount = necessary-to camplete, and cover
the-total cost, of the portions- of the road on
which the Government has commenced work,
and which is to be given over.. Inaddition to
this, there is the land grant, which Sir Charles
values -at . twenty-five million dollars, and the
money grant at twenty-five millions, makingin
all seventy-eight millicn dollary, which Canada
is to pay to the Syndicate. for constmicting: and
workiag the road from Nipissing. to- the Pacific.
The -twenty-five millions. of .the land grant
would, of course, be ni? in the absence of the
road; so that, according to this: statement, ffty.
three - millions ruay -be “said:to be the actual
mouey paid, and 'to he paid.in the completion
of the works we have undertaken. - 8ir Charles
further calculated that. we shonld have 75,000,000
acres of Jand rendered valuable by this work;
the sale: of which would more than recoup the

would open up vast sources of wealthi and facili-
ties' for ‘population. It ‘is, . however, said,
on- the other hand, by .the Opposition,
that Mr. Fleming’s total estimate, in April last,

ceed §81,500,000—that is, 320,000,000 for the
‘eastern section, $28,500,000 for the central-gec:
tion, and $33,000,000 for-the western. The ex-
g@ﬁ@n% of the last’few years should; however,

1ave tanght'most men in this conntry that rail.
way estimates on paper are but # very vaid’ re-

.than doubled. . Look at the Grand Trunk esti-

of the Pacific' Railway, and then  comp
-with results. - The  fact is; <that’
.Ferieycg, &0 far, of
have: spent many. millions: with little to: show:
Hfor.it,and it is s he ing
and the. workin

‘tolally nnknown sjudn hich.
tell the end.  In-my apinion, the figar

for the'estimate 'ouf;ia yrroposed ‘work ar
better than absurd, and 1t is doubtful §f the e

of ucres of land were bronght down, it was forms {.

“know: how _-are :
‘party influence, very often moyed by s

‘experienice.in’ watching ‘the operations. of ‘eur

anoney paid out, so thut practically-the ratlroad
wonld not cost this country one dollar, while it

for the :construction of the railway; did not ex.",

liance. Our experience has heen that they have:
‘generally been doubled, and, in somecases, more |:

mates; look” at” the Intercolonial ‘eatimates;
look at'the estimates of the Thunder Bay section:
opare. th

“inou
he - Pacific Railway, . we’

tire work to the Pacific: Ocean ean Viezbuilt o | ol

B 1

opport est

1ast dogree,: | alous.:Sowme jeople say th
(Governments ought to be honest and economical:
They may. be, in their wiy, -bat whe dvos not
subject’ they “ary torchange “and, to’
seulators’
ha - most

and grabberst Men who have hail
Government in mintters of ‘this kind for the last
thirty years, will feel the wastrelief when' the
prize 63 ‘

of faction fight ‘and the. grabbing of contract
brokers, . L ENEIE L
As far as the'value of “the North:West: lands
per acre is concerned, it is singeroly to - be hoped

lars, which is the average prioce obtained for the
railway linds in the Western States; for we may
rest assured that all that can’ be obtained from:
thetn will berequired.  If such increase of value
should take place, it would, at the: same time,
make things more “agrecable for the Nominion,
with its 73,000,000 acres. : o
Sir Charles Tupper stated that the exemption
from taxation of the steel mils, fish plates, vies,
telegraph wire, and some other materials that
would be required, and also of the 25,000,000
acres of land made over to the Syndieate, untit
they should be sold, were simply intended to
place it in the same position the Government:
would have occupied in relation to the constries
tion of this road..~ That, as a theory, pertaining
te values in a bargnin, is very.wslt, but execep-
tionsl arrangements in " relation to Customs
duties or taxations, are always doubtful, [ don't
think the value given is too much, but I would
have preferred, if ]i\:)ssible, to find soma other
mod=. The point, however, is not worth dis-
cussing as a counterpese in relation to bargain.
And to call it ‘an attack on the N. P.is ab-
surd. e ) ‘
There was another point put by Mr. Blake in
his speech, and which has been urged with con-
siderable force by the Toroato organ of the Op-
position, and that is, that man who have grest
interest in the Syndicate, who were responsible
for the Red River monopoly, and are responsible
for the high charges on the railrmoad between St
Paul and Manitoba, these being twice, and, in
some cases, thrice the Grand Trunk charges on
similar traffic. )
A pointin Sir Charles Tupper's speech con-
tained the answer the Government made to this
argument. It was, that the Company would
have interest in the rapid saleof their lands und
the general development of the country as essen.
tial to theirown prosperity. This isa commer-
cial principle in which the Company have the
highest interest, and probably there is no other,
certainly no better, gunarantee. . This ig, in fact,
8 principle which governs most of the objections
which have been uvrged against the contracet,
apart. from  those  which. ‘have -isiation to-the
‘“good bargain,” Sir Charles: Tapper’s: apecch
was, on the whole, a masterly effort, and it has
gone far to “settle the minds of his followers,
Mr. Blake's speech ou Thuraday night was one
of his most elaborate efforts ; but, notwithstand-
ing his undoubted power of words, he wassiot
able to command the attention of the House
‘throughout. After an hiour or so the seats began
to get empty, and some of the raembers, includ.
ing his Inte leader, Mr. Mackenzie,. gave «vi-
dence. of sleepiness. . His speech way very sanch
an echo of the argaments which have appeared
in the Toronto Opposition orgin, sud-they: con-
tained o great dea{ of ‘very unworthy inginua-
tions of .corruption. - I{ the lands are worth
enormously more than estimated Ly the Govern.
ment, and if it will cost'very little to finish thy
road,; then thereis a bad bargain. Bat isit worth
while to spend much time on this kind of argu-
ment, in the face of our past experiencs and the
‘facts plain before us 1 Even if the value which
we give to the Company -were at Mr. Blake's
highest estimate, $162,500,000, there wauld atiil
be very little to day if they gave us the rilroad
and the settlement of 25,000,000 acres of Lland,
1t wonld cost the Government rmany nillions. to
settle those acres. . In: view of ‘what the  Com-
pany undertake to doin thesetilement of hands,
it is wot. an-evil, but an advautage, that they
should have the “best “of bargaing and-a’ wide
margin, Mr. -Blake contended there was net
sufficient security: for the fulfilment of the ¢ont
teact. - ‘That might be a cousideration’; but if
the Company. get.such-a splendid - bargain as he
alleges, they would scarcely wiant to halt, - AY
the conclusion of his speech, he argued the ad-
visability of communication by the Sault on the
south ' side, throngh United States territory,
rather than: north of Lake Superior.  But why
thia, if we can build the.whole for 353,000,000
imcagh and 25,000,000 acres.of landl And dg-
pe “view of such argunients as. those: of

cially i ‘
r.’F. C, Keefer; in a létter 1o the Globe =
«:The space at iny disposal will not permit me
to follow the argui of 3
speech last night, nor the very personal vemarks
of Bir Richard Cartwright in- reply. . Hs made
insinuations of  personal:corruption, which led
toa scene, arising from’the

Charles Tupper,: This

ific  Ra

when the formal resolutions for a vote of twentys

§150,000,000, ¥ ¢4 of: Lhi

this big inverst is put- out of the reach |.. -

that they ‘will prove to be worth over five dal- |

nts of  Mr, Langevin in‘his |
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_ CLACHLAN BROTHERS & 0o,
“Melachlin Brothers & Co.-are. Wholesale 1.
vorters of - Staple and Fanoy vy Goods, 480 8.
aul, and 207 Comumissioners streets, -
2.~ ROBERTSONS, LINTON & Co,
Robertsons, Linton & Co., Wholesale Import..
ers ol British and ,Foreign Dry’ Goods, and
manufacturer's agents for Canadian tweeds, cot-
tons, &e., corner Lomoine and St. Halen streets,
, 3.—OTTAWA HOTEL, :
Ottawa - Hotel, St. James .and - Notre Dame
streeta, the principal thoroughfares of the city,
A first-class hotel, on- the Ameriean plan, with
elevators aud all modern hotel appliances ; con.
venient to the public buildings and objects of
interest,

A —HENRY MORGAX & Co,

Henry Morgan & Co., Colonial House, corner
of “St. James street and* Victoria Square, Im.
porters of . Faucy and Staple Dry Goods.  This
firm is carrying the ‘most extensive  stock of
carpetings, oil-cloths and upholsterers yoods,
as well ‘as dry goods, in the Province, and are
well-known throughout the Dominion,

5, —BARRY, sMiTR & CO,

Barry, Smith & Co.,” Leather Beiting Manu.-
facturers, 584, 506 and 598 St. Joseph street.
This is the largest establishment of the kind iy
E Canada, and, through the practieal'experience
and business ability "of the managers, the house
-has attained an enviable position with the
trade, their business this year has been nlmost
doubled, and is steadily extending amongst the
michinisty, engiveers, millvrights, cotton mill,
woollen will, saw milt and flour mill proprietors,
and manufacturers in generl. hey  were
awanded the first prizes at the Dominion Exhi-
bition for leather bclting, and belting leather,
also n diploma tor belting in ase driving the
machinery in Machinery Hall. Ii is the only
house in Canada nuking s speciality of turning
out-almost exclusively short lap belting.  Ouly
the best pure bark tanned leather being usd.

G.~=MILLY & BUTCHISON, AND M. FISHEE,
waNs & o0,
- Mils” & Hatchisan, © Congdian - Woollens,
Tweeds, - Flannels,  Hoslery, ko, 186 MeGili
steret.. Thiz is the only firm in the Dominion
exclusively ‘in the Canadian-woollen business.
M. Fisher, Sens & Co., Importers and Mansn.
factarers: of Woollens,  &a, 184 "MeGill street.
7.-AMES, HOLDEY & vo, '
- Ames, Holden & Co.;- Manufacturers of and
Wholesale Dealers in' dvery description-of Poots
and - Shoes, Vietoria ‘Sqpare, - This firm wae
established: I 1828 ;- "their facilities for o
ducing - the:very: best qualiiy’ of boots and
shoes are gisurpassed in the Dotwinion,

: S ~-LYMAN 50NS &k 00,
. Lymun, Sens & Co., Manafacturing Cherists
and Wholesale Druggists, 332,334 and 336 St
Panl strect: : . ’

B PATERSON BROTIERS: -

Paterson Brothers, lmporters of Mitlinery,
Straw Gouods, Silks, Velvets, Ribbons sud Fancy
Diry Goods, 22 St. Helen street, also 58 and 60
Wellingtou street, Torouto, -~

5 10.%. GREENSHIBLUN, 508 & 00,
8. Greenghiclds, -~ Son & Co,, 17 Victoria
Square, - a-well-known Wholesale "Dry Goods
House, one of the largest in the Dominion.
C11-UASSTLE, STINRON & Co.

Cagails, Stinson & Co., Importers of Foreign
Leathers,  Prunellas, - and Shoe Findings, also
Leather Commission Merchants, 13 and 15 8t.

Talen street. :
12, —~TOOKE DROTIERX.

Tooke Brothers, Shirt and Collar Manufac.
turers, 520 10 530 St. Paul street, manufacturers
of ‘all kinds of white "and coloured shirts,
work-paople.: 7

S L3 —EAGLE FOUNDRY.

and Boiler Works, 24 to 84 King street, and 43
{ueen sireet, manufacturer. of steani engines,
steam boilers,  hoisting engines, - steam puwnps,
circular saws mills, water.whesls, mill gearing,
T T OUS MURERY & 50,

- John Murphy. & Co., Importers of New and

The - best .makes of
lons, ‘linens and
7 Tatost novel-
n il gloves of

or ladics; gentl
405 Notre'Danie 3

:‘réndqi‘ﬂi_thi' i

collars ~and cufly ; employing upwoards - of 400

. George Brush, Eagle Foundry and Engine

from - all the leading -

ery and: under-
y : Wdren.

roprietors,




