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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK ENDING 8ATURDAY,
DECEMBER 3, 1870.

SUNDAY, Nov. 27.-Pirst Sunday in Advent. Princess Teck
born, 1833.

MONDAY, " 28.-Count de Frontenac died, 1698. Baron
Bunsen died, 1860.

TUzsDAY, " 29.-Wolsey died, 1530. Steamer " Monarch "
wrecked on Toronto Peninsula, 1856.

WEDNsDAT, " 30.-St. Andrew, Ap. M. Battle of Sinope,
1853.

TuInsDAY, Dec. I.-Princess of Wales born, 1844.
FRIDAY, ." 2.-Napoleon crowned Emperor, 1804. Battle

of Austerlitz, 1805.
SATUIDAY, " 3.-Belzoni died, 1823. Hamilton and Toronto

Railway open for traffic, 1855.
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MONTREAL, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1870.

Wirr the approach of winter comes the season of social
gatherings, charitable society concerts, national reunions,
&c., &c., with their variety of speech and song, music and
promenade, coffee and confections. Already these as-
semblages have begun to challenge the public patronage,
and with, we hope, more than their wonted success; and
already, as usual, some orator in the heat of his cosmopo.
litan zeal has for the hundredth time proclaimed his in-
dividual aspiration that thert might be no more of na-
tional societies, no more of isolated working in the cause
of charity by Englishmen or Irishmen, French Canadians
or Scotsmen, but that all should join in one magnificent
association of Canadians without distinction of race, na.
tionality, or creed. The idea is seemingly a charming
one, apparently very liberal; but in reality excessively
absurd. Neither harmonious national existence, nor the
enjoyment of true freedom by the citizens, can be assured
by the obliteration of the differences between classes or
races, but by the equal recognition of the rights apper-
taining to each, so that ail may enjoy equal privileges.
Nor does alms-giving-or charity, as it is now usually
called-impose upon men the absurd condition that each
individual be compelled to share his limited bounty
equally among all the unfortunates of the land. The fact
is that this wide philanthropy which debars men from
supporting a national society because of its exclusiveness,
is very apt to be so diffusive as to evaporate utterly be-
fore it lightens the misery of a single sufferer. Most
people know the story of the beggar who claimed kinship
with a millionaire on the strength of common descent
from Adam, and the very just recognition of the kinship
from the millionaire he received-"Here, brother, is a
penny, and if you get half as much from each one of
your relations, you will be a richer man than I am t" It
is to be feared that the liberality preached by the advo-
cates for the abolition of national charitable societies
wbuld have about the same practical resuit.

Though we are by no means blind to the possible mis-
chiefs resulting from national societies, such as the fos.
tering of a spirit of exclusiveness or want of generosity
towards men of other nations, the encouragement, in
fact, of a spirit of clannishness0 yet it is to be observed
that as a rule the men who are the most active in pro.
moting these circumscribed means of relieving distress
are about the most ready to aid in every general chari-
table movement which an unusual calamity. may call for.
This is what might fairly be expected. Such men be.
come familiar with the habit of relleving distress, and
also with the way of stirring up the public to aid them in
the work. They devote themselves to this generally
thankless task, some with great zeal for a few
years, others more leisurely for half a lifetime,
and as soon as they fall back into the ranks
their places are occupied by others, so that the chari-
table work goes on and expands in some degree of'
proportion to the wants of the class whom each particu-
lar Society is formed to succour. But abolish these small
Societies, each working within a limnited and consequently
manageable field, and merge themn all into one grand
Canadian Society, and what would be the result? Why that
voluntary effort would hardly suffice even to give each
poor applicant a penny. Lt would virtually lead te the
establishmnent of the workhouse and the imposition of
poor rates.

The very idea of one National Canadian Society, for the
purpose of supplanting existing charitable associations
of a national character, is utopian. Already Society i
Canada is quite as homnogeneous as is that of many other
of the civilized countries of the world. Even though our
"nationality" is as yet inchoate, surely there is as much i
common between the inhabitants cf Quebec and Ontario
as between those of Connemnara and the Lothians ; and
were the process of fusion less advanced than it is, it
could only be a heated imagination that would appeal te
the agency of such an lmperium in Imperio, as the "Grand

Canadian Society " implies. The familiar saw that1
"Charity begins at home" is not without its wisdom.
The individual is the foundation of the family as the
family is of the community, and the latter, while embra-
cing a hundred social coteries and classes, and a vast
diversity of associations for business, pleasure, or good
or evil works, is ruled by the State, in the spirit of equal
justice to all its members. Within the circle of the
State's authority it is undoubtedly wise to give the freest
scope to the better feelings of human nature, whether
they manifest themselves by isolated or associated exer-
tion for the good of others. Nor is the fire of Canadian
patriotism to be fed by extinguishing the flarme which
burns before another shrine, whose glory is reflected
upon this country. Inheritors of the history and tradi-
tions of France, or of the British Isles, as the great ma-
jority of the Canadian people are, they will find it no un-
worthy custom to keep alive the memory of the countries
beyond the sea, whence they or their forefathers
came. Yet this is, perhaps, the main point to which ex-
ception is taken against these societies, viz.:-that they
serve to keep our people divided by national distinctions
that have no geographical meaning in Canada. "Why ?"
cries the impatient advocate of the "One Grand Society,"
"Why should you be Englishmen, or Frenchmen, or Irish-
"men, or Scotsmen, when you should all be Canadians ?"
The answer is by no means difficult ; the man who does
his duty faithfully by his neighbour and the State in
Canada is free to nurse what traditions he pleases, and
the more he can be made to feel that he enjoys such free
dom, the better and the more loyal a Canadian willhe be;
the more earnestly will he work in the cause of progress
in the circle of his choice, and the more readily assist
others, even if they be but his own "kith and kin" from
across the Atlantic, to emulate his success.

The truth is that the social influences of the national
societies tend to the diffusion of kindly feelings, and ai:

hibl liml in d k eilcz«ven I' lr.-

Spain has at last found a King, the second son of the King
of Italy, Prince Amadeus, Duke of Aosta, a young man as yet
unknown to fame, having accepted the proffered crown at the
hands of the Cortes, the Spaniards not caring for a resort to a
plebiscitum. Throughout the country where the announce-
ment of the vote in favour of Prince Amadeus was not hailed
with acclamation, it was received with indifference. It is
anticipated that he will be permitted to ascend the throne
without resistance. Spain bas had a rather long, but, upon
the whole, a very mild attack of the revolutionary fever, and
she promises to come out of it with a renovated constitution.

CoRREcTION -In the seventh line from the top of the first
columu on page 326, last number, for "Russian," read
" Republican."

CORRESPONDENCE.

AN OLD WAR JOKE REVIVED.
To the Editor of the CANADIAN ILLUsTRATED NEws-

S.--The catastrophe of Sedan has already afforded the ir-
repressible French wits the occasion of two grim jokes. The
ex-Emperor has been dubbed by Louis Veuillot-Napoleon la
Sedantaire. The seat which he used at Bellevue Cottage on
the memorable 2nd September, is said to be a valuable sedan
chair, inasmuch as it will yield many a stiver to the Berlin
policeman who appropriated it for exhibition.

This is not the first time that the fortress on the Meuse has
turnished the theme for a jest. In the autumn of 1642, when
the Duke of Bouillon surrendered its citadel, the French wits
thus cxpressed their approval of his choice between two evils :
'-Le duc de Bouillon a souffert qu'on lui arrachast ses dents
pour sauver sa teste." The grave Dutchman Burlaeus was so
tickled at this joke that he tried to explain it in his Latin
letters to his equally grave friend Wickevoort. Hear him:
' Galli, ut acutissimi sunt, aiunt BullionSum Ducem dentes
sibi eripi passum, ut capiti suo consuleret!"

Considering the charge of cowardice made against the
uonoura ne rivatryhrn gooo wor s among the hiferent

nationalities as well as the community at large ; for let it alrdreivedt
be remembered that the membership of these societies Yours truly,
does not contain a tithe of a tithe of the people in whose J. L.
name they speak. They are but stewards of a portion of ST.
thecommon strean of almsgiving flowing towards the poor Nov. 18) 1870.
and destitute fromm the public at large; they gathprerd
donations frem ail quartors, and distribute them gene- THRE WAR NEWS.
rally with great discrimination, thoroby relivin g both the The news of the victery of Gen. d'Aureles de Paladines
authorities and private individuals of much trouble and produced an excellent eflect among the Parisians. The im-

annoyance, at the same time that they confer upon the patience of the mob for a sortie on the enemy bal given
poor and the stranger an incalculable amount of good. way and the people became resigned to §tand on the defensive,hoping that the army of the Loire would soon corne te their
Their social gatherings, some of which are held, perhaps, relief. Around the City notbing of importance husoccurred,
for the harmless, if not praise-worthy purpose of burn- except that tbe Prussias are now endeavouring to establish

ing incense'" to some zealous official who is not altogether a second outer lino of defence, so that the inner linos mny
be protectod lu the rear while operating against the French

impervious to flattery, or for the mere sake of amusement, forces in and around Paris. With this object in view, Prince
invariably attract a mixed audience, in which "inter- Frederick Charles, instead of crossing the Loire, marchiug
national courtesies" are exchanged with lavish profusion, on Bourges and attacking the army of the Loire in the rear

andCandia parieismprocho wih azes tht oghta s was intendod, is now marching on Paris wbero ail theand Canadian patriotism preached with a zest that ought erman forces are being cocentrated. The succs of Gen.
te convince the advocatos of 'One Grand Society" that de Paladines bs forced this change of plan on the sagacious
thpy have nothing tencomptain of lu respect of that Von Moltke.
honeurable and ever te be cherished sentiment. They On the 8th a severe batte was reported as going on at

Dreux; but it appearsotopl ave been a mere skirmish in whic
have aise eue other moit. though it is a negativoneue; the garde mobile were worsted and fled. on the l9tb hccio
liko all voluntary associations forned for a good purpose, Garibaldi had a victery over two Regimonts of Huigrs abd a
they lnvariably break down as seen as thoy coasote be a sl body of Landwehr at Chatihlon. The Prussians wit-

usefl. or he ood heydo hil the flurih, heydrew to Château-Vilan, with a lois of 120 men and ten borsos.
usefl. or he ood heydo hil the flurih, heyFigbtiug bad also been going on near Nantes on Mouday, a

sheuld be encouragod ; and those whose liboraiity wouid five pours' engagement being reported witont ecisive
be effonded by being confined te eue, shonld make an résults. On Tuesday, 2lst, a reconnoitring party of 600 Uhlans

ba a encounter wit the Frenc at Yure Thi Francs-Tireurs
equitable distribution of their largess amougît aF. have been succesf uin sveral encounters with Uhlians lately

near the border. Many of the latter have boein kiled. More
Dnring the past woek the complications te which we allu- than 1,00 Uhans have lateiy beon drivo wee aBelgium

ded in our lait issue as irpending between Russia aud the where tbey wsre at once disarmed. The fighting, since the
Westenviner teatoca te of g " out Gra rupturet Prin victory of Paladines, bas be n confined t osklrmishing between
te e th n to in o rpeoutposts and reconnitring parties designed t retard the pro-

Gortschakoff apprsed the parties te the treaty of Paris, that gresiTof the 18tratagetic movements now being attempted on
lu view of the alterations affecting the balance of power in Doth sides. De Paladines' hne is now said teextend from Le
have alwic hra taken place sinco 1856, the Emperor ne Mans, throg i Vendome, Orleans and Bourges te Ners.

Europe is main body rests on this lino, wbile it is supposed that a
longer considered himseif beund by the obligations of the large section of bisforce bas passed north te Evreux. Ris
traty ina so far as thoy limited ins right of Sovereignty in ane anso exteuds from Orleans to TAgervilleuand lia
the Black Ses. This despatch was promptly repied to by triangle, whereof Vendome, Orleans, und Angervile form
uefu orvihe godsutod theo whilethy fouarti they the points. The German ine extend from Chateu Neuf

shou Gravlde oagdi; and thoe wghoselieprithuldiehrough Chartres and Etampes te Fontainebleau. The
treaty to set its provisions asido witbout the consent of tbe army of the West under ceratryi sd the army of the
ether igb contracting parties, and boldly argued that the North under Bourbaki, are moving te offect a junctien with
other Powers could not consent to sucb a course. Austria and that under d'Aurelles de Paladines, and "rwhon these armies

eays the spculative correspondent of the N. Y. WorldIl effec t
uring made spmast weemostra c.Tbeo o ssic re a junction, the nusber of troops will not e lis than 265,000,

ws mild in toue, but substantially maintained the ground beside their rserves, and 100,000of the army of the Loire
bWfere assnoed. As, however, the owers seem disposed to eutrenced at Orleans, nd olding the uine extending north
reconsider som ef the provisions of the treaty, it is now con- of Chateaudun and Chartres. Part of Frdeick Charmes'
fidently expected that a Congresswill hhebdand the differ i army basestablised communication witd tho eDuke f Meck-

lenburg betwenn Etampes and Fentaineblea. Tho Nwhole
Euroes wich ha tken placquesine1856,the rEmerorn o rce of the former wil probably effect, a junction on the 23rd.
in abeyance for a time until the terni of peace between lae united strength of bis force will thn ho E120,000. Tho
Franc ind Prussia can he considred at the same Congress,- trategy of d'Aurees bas drawn them cnsiderably sutb 
theht Blea.sthi rosdespindicated y the following cable were he confronts them with an entrenebed army of equa

hnumbers, wile, with themain body of 265,000 men, hemoeu
despatcb : on Versailles."

LoNDoN, Nov. 22.-lt ispbelieved herge that Russia, in de The bombardment of Montmedy sud Thionvinle continues.
nce t the opinion of the Great Powers, wil citdraw the A imarl sortie fro the former was completey rmt off, the

pretenions advanced by Prince GOrtscakoff's note, and ex- who e body being either killed or taken prisoners. Another
proe ber willidguess te refoe the question at issue te a confer- and larger one was made on the 7tb, when thesGermans ,"it
oncewbich wi l netho summoned tiliafter the termination five hundred in kiied, wounded and prisonrs. Ther "bne'
of the présent war. Lt is aise believed that tai Y 3wil ajnti- c correspondent wit Garibaldi, writing fro Autun, Nov. 19,

wately join Anstrian sud England il resisting tRussia. denies the truth ef t e reports about quarrels between the
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