Joachim oln._) ud - 116 fixed the torch ncm" his
father's c.uur.h, und opened the dusty papers.
'lhc cantents were us follows. ¥

TN,
C o MELCHIOR'S STORY i —THUE

BROTHERS.
| —_—

My father ‘was a rough country Luron, neeus-
tomed to consider himself as absolute master- in

Ll justiee, like an ancient foudal dord,  He would
[, Imi’é aiven his lite to serve the King, Louis XIIE,
on “'hnm he looked us his suzerain, but to whom
he thought himself’ equal in purity” of blood and
noblhl} of deseent. e lmw the character of u
g \mlu\t and pa ionate man, end Ldo uut vewem-
ber having seen himsmile nwice during mv wholy
- youth, 7' 1is? fifle had been marked by crvosses.
‘H'c fondly loml iy mother, and she died in giv-
ing birth o m) younger, l)r(.n.hl.l‘ Petris. . Hence
the mmqul: never. suw lhc poor- infant but his
e)c le\\: |omul mcn.mnr'ly, und @ ner-

i\ lo{es or who hates’ llu.m 3. wy. poor | brmhcr \\hu
lmd . henrt unturully tender amd ailectionate,
suﬂ«.retl much by the wang of a futher’s love, and
nl\\n)s ikd his: presence like o culprit.  Whilst
our huhcr permluul me to hang sround his necl,
fondled 'me ‘on his knee and passed his hand:
lhmugh my curling locks, sceming to'see the
fentures of iny mother revived inmy countcmiui.e
he bunished Petristo theother cml of Lhudunnbnr,
25,0 puma]mxunr for the’ petty - oiftices we; had
e Lomuull(.(l in coneert. - The solitary life of the
Muu[Uh m(l seadually” chunged, lu.‘. mchmt.lml)
into testiness and ill humour; I ulone wus able to
xlm his most violent fits of u.n'rex. Tean'still
see him \\nll.m'r in the fumily ])ll.tlllu gallery,
with i téead heavy enongh to shalke the mortar:
“frotr the old wulls, his figure drawn up to its full
1" height, *his grey hair hunging loosely over his
- large (dr(.hcud and his eye lixed on the 1'1"n|"-
}EJ,_I]HIF ll.lb_h(‘(l fiself uguinst the rocks l)uluw.
1fe ustdd to spend whole hours there.  Sometimes
~he.would regard lhe nrms, suspendud in u'oplues
i on the: wall, nnd suy m a melancholy tone—

# These swords “ar “rusting ! my ]mn(la shall:
never more draw Lhcm from tlic suubh.ud »

. And why.so, my futher?” \\sLul ox\c du)
t]mtJ o¥ orhcnrd him bpl."lk zhus :

"'mE PE nL-msHLn.

his domains, and to execute there all the forms of

" ‘\\ult on lhc right showlder.

H unliqunlcd Llade in the ante-chamber of the Z2us-
§ Teouge”

¢ Then, us if. ushamed of huving suid so much,
¢ he wened and gbrapely quitteal me. This phrase
{
¢
?
¢

of .b'u\-]wu_;u or Led-Stocking, - was & desigua-

tiow frequently applied to the ex-lishop ul Lm-
{ sanne, ot that tme Cardinal Richelien.
¢ Singularly enough, my brother never scemel
in the least jealous.of the partinlity which onr
fither so openly displayed towards me.  Owe old
nurse, who binmoured evers whim of mine, and
tool cave that 1was always hainlsomely dressed,
nllowed the garments of the pugabond, us she
called Petris, to remain in the ragged stale 10
whiclhi they were reduced, by contact with Talf
the trces and, bushes in the country.

vot—he in russet aml rateen.  When ooy
father gave us perwission to appenr at the village
fétes, oh how we enjoyed ourselves ! lllxxxxl.
I still see the kind Petris, as he woukl it me in
his arms .u.mss the  brooks andfiouls, lest [
shoulil, aoxl the tipof my nuwshucs—lur althouglh;
,.) o\mwer he wiis h\\ strongor]and” mme rubn:.t

us-! - With w uit [I|Elblllchu mlmlcd the s:.cm. of
the e'rlannuu or-the wiltd-pea, ns it ilnated 'on’the
3 blmy summer nir! Yo would, hove thougshs
i cuptive eseaped from prison.  In allfield
: spurls. but especinlly with the cross-bow or mus-
“ketoon, he disinnced all competitors,

Petris neve ssnid he loved mie, but he show ed
Ly his actions thuthu didd. One eventng—T shall
“never lor"ct it—we were veturning home, nbout
cleven o'elok; from the small 1own of ’l‘rcmhludc.
The night wus thick and darls; rendered still mose
50 Ly the overshiding trees of the, lolcsbllnmmh
“hu,h we were passing, when 'we sawat l.hclo.n]-
side, two 'small red lights glancing through the
bushes. A ﬁ\m\shul sln. wolf, whosé cubs hm\
been killed sume duys, hefore; had been'
wandering in the neighbourhood ;
this, and was terror-struck. | Petris and T held
“each other's h.md:, und stood trembling, w Ju!atlha
twu brillinat eyes wleanced steadil y lln.uutrh lhe
cruckling brushwoo,

“Tly ! save yourself, Bernard.
brother, flinging away wy hand ;
the stont: staff which he ‘bore, he!
wards the animalz, . '

1 coultl 1iot mov
sy round, ;. Detris

sen

it

eried . my
and grasping
.ul\'imccd to-

ith o, sidden’ d.\rt, smu,k the
She fell, but
lnunudmtdy \nl.h # howl that made my blond run
: cold, shie mmle aspring at her nssailant, * As ho
‘struck at her, the point of his staftfortunately
Lute\cv.l her open mo'll.h

Bit he:

never seemed to vemark that 7w clad nsille-

stle behili(l .

I
s 1w -mcmhcrcll :

my'. fecL were sculcd lo the

lsmg .

and, sumu"her (l\mnt .




