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PAN-PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL.

The desire of every loyal Presbyterian
daring ths past week wust have been to be
present nt the Council in Edinburgh, fo
hear ihe papers read, to listen to the learn.
ed disoussions evoked by thems, and to
witness the spsctacle of Presbyterian office.
bearers gathered from every part of the
world, This Council will be regarded by
the future Churoh historian as second to
none of the great ecolesiastioal assemblages
which divide Obureh History into its re.
oognized epochs. In our view it rauvks
next to none—unot even to the Weetminster
Asgembly, tho Synod of Dort, ox to the
Council of Nice itzelf. By this Couneil
Presbyterianism islifted out of comparative
obgourity. Itis seen to-day in ite world.
embracing aspect. It girds the earth. It
is deep-rooted in every civilized nation. It
spreads its branches over all heathen lands.

What is this Preabyierian Comnel in-
tended fo sccomplish? This question is
arked on all bands. Wherein does it differ
from the Evaugelical Alliance which a fow
years ago met in the oily of New York,
One difference is obvious at a glance. This
Council is the peonliar property of P.esby-
torinns, The Alliance as the name indi.
cates is representative of the churchos that
are known &8 Evangelieal, and which hold
{he great principles of the Protestant faith.
As we pernsed the telegraphio descriptions
of the meetings of the past week in Edin.
burgh, it called to onr memories the bleased
season of grace which was enjoyed in New
York under the suspices of the Evangelical
Alliance. DBut of course the names of
Archbickop Tait, a3 represented by letter,
of tho Dean of Canterbury, of the anthor
of Ecce Deus, in & word, of the leading
divines of the Anglican Communion, and
of the Crugregational and Metbeodist and
Baptist Oburohe~, are wanting as we scan
the list of delegates to the Council. And
yot tae platform does not Giffer so vauch
after all from that of the Allisuce. Tt is
true that eome who would have been there
head thoy lired, have gono to the General
Aseerably sbove,—~the itlustriens Dr. Guth. |
rie, tho genisl Norman Msoleod, the lumi-
rous William Arnot, tue scholarly Dr.
Xadie, tbo statemanlike Dr. Buchanan.
Theso aud & namelcsz hest of othura are
abaont becance they have found i¢ far batter
{0 be preasnt with the Lord. DBut thore are
on the floor of the Conneil at Edinbargh,
many whose faces shone from the platform
of the Alliance in 1878, amongst whom we
may name Dr, William Adawms, Dr, Hall,
Dr. Taylor, Profestor Sohaff, Professor
Patton, Miderator Eels, De. Inglis, and a
laxge reproseutation from eur Oanadian
Olsaroh.

‘While, howover, the nature and objects
of the Allisnoe are s what identionl with
those of the Counsil; and while many of
the prominent members of the former are
thoss who are mosat conspioucus at the

meetiugs in Blinbargh, it i1 ovidend thal
the Precbyterian Conpoll didfera from tha
Livangeliosl Allianeo 1n meny important
aspeets,  The very first subjoot which was
ivtroduced by De. Sohafl was that of ereeds
und confeasions, At the present moment
this snbjeot ia of peculiar interest to Prog.
byterians, The comparison of the Confes-
sions of Presbylorisn OChristendom may
well ocdupy & firat place beforo such a
Qonnell. From a few comos s wild vry for
tho reviston of the Confssalon of Faith; by
ovo or two the demand is mude to set it
uside; beususe of its form, sud sowe of s
phrascology, doubts and diffenliiea have
arigon in the minds of some earnest think.
ora. Abtho present timo the laity are en.
quiring into the Oonfession, and whether
it is nnrensonable or otherwiee, there 1s a
widosproad feeling of nnrest upon the quos-
tion of adhosion to the Btandards, Horois
a heroulean task for the Pan-Presbyierian
Council. To xovlee if nced bo, to translate
certaln expressions into the language of
our own times, or to propare a formula
that will bo common toall the Presbyterian
Churohes in the world. It is evideut that
tho Qounoil is a compstent body to deal
with this groat guestion in an advisory, if
no} in an excculivo manner. Tho Churches
of eourse will not relegate their powers to
such & Ocuncil. If any ohange ever take
place in such documents as the Confession
of Faith, and we all focl that very fow
ohanges are needed to make it & book ac.
oording to our times, it will only coms
about satisfactorily by every Presbytery
in the world being beard on the sabjeot.
The Proabytories of avery Churoh world of
course report to their rospective Aesembly.
The Assomblies aftor enrnont and ‘prnyerful
discussion might be able to send delegates
to eomo futare Council, whore finai action
of an edvisory kind at least would take
place. That would be a wonderful result,
if praotioally the Confessions of Britain, of
Europe, of America, wore made one Con-
foseion for tho Presbyterian Church of the
world. That would be a gain indeed to the
noble camse. It is our opinion that our
Confession ia its integrity would not be
touched. Bat the difficnlties that agitate
the breasts of many of our esrnest and de-
voted ministers and laymen would be set
aside, The question of Confessions wonld
bo practicaliy softled for the next contury
to come.

Every ono feels that the Couneil will be
of valuo only as it secures unily of faith
and of action for the whole Church, and
does gomething that will be praotically
benefioial. If it were to be a wmutual ad-
miration soociety, there might be another
Couunoil, but it woald certsinly die 2 natural
death. To have vitality suoh a body must
have work to do—must have some decided
endin view. Batwe do not fear that thore
will be an unbroken series of Presbyterian
Councila, For there is valuable work to
be done for the Presbyterian Church whioh
cuch a Council ean do aud which cannot
woll bo dono by Assemblies and Synods.
What may be the fature of the Pan-Pres.
byterian Counoil, it is diffieult to say. To
be merely advisory, wo cannot think to be
its proper function. Oa the ather hand,
churchies are naturally jealous of their
liberty and independence. But, we doubt
not that the various Presbyterisn churches,
ropregented in this Counoil, will geo eye
to eye, and in the end unite upon the crea-
tion of certain powera for tho Council. In
the mutter of the tramsfor of ministers
from one conntry to rnother, and from one
church to anothor there ia an important
work to be done, In rogard fo missione—
for were all tho churches acling in unison
there would no longer be the distinction
kept up betweon Home and Foreign—
what & splendid result it would be fo see
the missions of the Presbyterian churches
mado one, even as to their executive, ag
they are ono in their siwe and in their
spirit. It seems to us that the Counenl
would exert an invalnable mnflacnce in re-
forence to ench a matier as church polity.
But the most pressing field for enterprize
would be the literatare of Presbytorianism.
Withont doubt that is well attended to by
the different Assomblies and Synods, but
liko everything elee that is Presbytorian,
there is n point when it {ouches all
churchos alike. And, again, the day is no
doubt coming, if 1t has not already come,
when professorships will be filled up on
some broader principle than they ars now.
Tho eail to Dr. Christlieb to a profeseorship
in London, though not sccepied, shows
whet we mean. Jaoh chureh will no
longer look for its bost men from within
its bordere, but will make up its staff with
the most suitable professors that can be
found within Presbyterian Christondom.
At all events, tkis toushes a point in regard
to which the Council may come to be a
grost practical bonefit. But we mnst stop,
hoping that when the Old Country papers
ariive wo shall Le able to tobok upon the
many subjests brought up at this Qeumen.
foal Counail.

Tug Drummondville Presbyteriau eon.
gregation, of which the Rev.J. A. F. Me-
Bain is Pastor, has beeen pretented with a
handsome silver Oommunion Serviee by
ono of ite members.

RRITIBH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN

FRENOY EVANGELLZATION.

From & ofcoular published in Iast weok's
fsene it will bo obsorved that tho Annual
Sypecial Gollsction for Frenoh Evangeliza-
tion takes place by sppoiniment of the
Goeneral Asgombly, on Habbatk the 22nd
fnst. This i+ the first colleotion for the
Bobemos of the Ohureb daring the onrrent
ecolosistioal yoar, and it is of the utmost
importangs, that as far as possible, it be
made on tho day appointed, Wao regrot to
obueryo that there ave atill a large number
of songregations that fmi to ocontribute to
oné or raore of the Ohureh's sohemes, In
many fastances, we believe, this is owing
tothe faot that the collactions ave not made
on the days namud by tho Aswembly.
Sovoral of tho first months' of the Oharoh
yosr aro allowed to pass without contribu.
tions boing made toany of the schomes,
and during the remaining months, there ia
not a suffiolent intorval betwoeen tho soveral
apecinl colleotions to take up ono for each
schewe, and, consequently, some ove or
more of tho sohomas are noglested and
pussed by altogother. Wo wonld therefore
rospeotfully urge upen all the ministere
and gnseions of the Ohuroh, the necessity
of taking up each spocial collestion on the
8abbath named by the Assembly, so thet
none of the departments of the Olinreh's
work may bo negleoted, In the hands of
cessions and espeoially of ministors does
the matter rest, and it is earnestly hoped
that during the ourrent year evory congre.
gation will have the opportunity presented
of contributing to each of the schemes.

Of all tho reporls presented to the
Assombly last month, none was more in-
teresting and encouraging than that of the
Boatd of French Evangelization, and we
trast that it will be extensively oirculated
aud if possible read by every family of the
Churoh. It has evidently been prepared
by the Beorelary with great oare, and pre-
senis & comprehensive visw of the whole
work, & short skeloh of sach Mision bsing
graphioally given, This scheme now o¢-
ocupies & very prominent posilion. Feom a
small and unpretending beginuing a fow
yoarg since, it now takes rank among the
leading sehiemss of the Churob., 'The
number of fields has nearly doubled during
the past year, aud the Missionaries em-
ployed have inoreased from twenty-six to
forty-one.

In nearly all of the ficlds th e snccoss has
been most encournginz, and in a few most
remarkable. Openingshave beon made in
several very importaut centres, including
tho oities of Qaebec, St. Hyacinthe, and
Joliotte, besides new congregations formed
in Ottawa and Monireal. Ground has
been broken in some of the most deusecly
sottled Roman Catholic distriots, and it
would seom as if ony Church were deslined
above all othors, to be iustrumentsl in
emanocipating from epirifual tyranny the
millions of Frenoh Romanists in the
Dominion. One oan soarcely rise from a
petusal of the report of last year without
feeling that the time to favor the poor do-
lnded Franoh Oaunadiang—oven the set
time—has come. We cannot, however,
shut our eyes to the fast that the growth of
the work has been 8o rapid, and conge.
quently the expenditure so largely and
quickly increased, that farther progresa
may be retarded, owlng o financial sm-
barrassmont. The money required this
yeoar, according to the esfimate of the
Board as givenin the xeport, is upwards
of $40,000, a much larger sum than was
contributed last year for any of the other
sohemes of the Churoh. Itis {rue that
1ast year the receipts for Frenoh Evangeli-
zation were about 885,000, bul of this
amount $10,000 wore obtained from the
Hall bequest,—a source of revenue that
caunot, we fear, be relied upon to any
groatextont in fature, at least for several
yoars to come—eo that from ordinary
souroes about $15,000 ave this year requir-
ed in excess of lnss year's oontributions.
To provide the Board with the large ro-
venue needed this year will require the
hearty co-operation of all the mivisters and
congregations of the Churoh. Wao observe
that in addition to the cirsular as to the
specisl Sabbath collection, Sabseription
Sheets have beon issned to all mimsters,
This i3 wiso poliey, for a wet day, or other
oircumstances may render tho Sabbath
collostion a mera trifla, whereas by a per-
sonal canvass from house to house the op-
portunity is given to all fo contribute, and
invariably & much lavgor amonnt {8 oblain-
od. With ministers and otuers to whom
these subseription lisis have beon sen%
the result of this appeal of the Board of
French Evangelization largely lies. We
are perauaded that our people genorally
ara deeply intorested in this important de-
partment of tho Churoh’s work, and will
liberally contribute, if oalled upon, t¢ sus-.
tain it. Lot our ministers and sessions
but placs these subseription aheots inthe
hands of ons or two earnest members of
the congregations, and we are confident
that with the next month enough ean be
got, along wi 1 the Sabbath eolleotion on
the 22nd inst, to carry on the work ef-
fioiently and, by God’s blessiag, we trust
eucoesifnlly daring the present year. The
oolleclion or subseriptions should mnot

however, suifics, There ought to be speoial
prayor in behalf of this Frenoh Evangelistio
work In all the oongregations of the
Cliuroh and at a1l our family aliar'sand in
all the olosots of onr people on thé Subbath
nemed. ¢ Bring yo all ths tithes into the
sforehonss . . . ., . and prove me
now herewitk, saith the Lord of Hoats, it
I will nat opon you the windows of heaven,
I ponr you out a blessing, thst thers sball
not be room enongh te raceive it." To
draw ont'the syrapathies of the peoplo and
to onoomrage them {n theh ploadings at a
wbroue of geaos, lot Ministers onthe Bub-
bath fized for tho ecollootivn glve intelll-
Koneo as to tho progress of the work, by
roadiug oxtracta from tha roport of the
Board., A fow of these wo glve in another
column for the benefit of thoss of our
readers who may not have raceived a copy
of {he report.

SABBATH SOHOOL, NORMAL
OLASSES.

Thesaare very usefal institutiona, Those
who have bson longest engeged in teaching
know best that thore is soarcely any work
which requiros g0 muoh training and such
thorongh proparation in order that it may
be done efficiently. There is & Normal
Olaes in connestion with tho Bast Prosby-
bytorian Sabbath Sohool in this oity, con-
duoted by Mr, James MoNab, so well known
83 an aqtive and auncoeesfnul Sabbath Behool
Superintendont. At a meeting of this
olags hold on the evening of Monday, the
9th inst,, the following questions were hand-
ed to each one of the twenty members who
were presemt. Two hours were ailowed for
ausworing tbem, and the answers were
writion on the spot, without any aid from
books or othorw:~e, and withont any pre-
vious notiee of what the questions were to
be. The answoerg, on & oursory examina-
tion, turn out to be satisfactory, but they
have yet {o undergo a rigid examination:—

1. What names are given to the volume
wo uenally call the Holy Bible ?

2. Give tho four olasses of namos,

8. Writsin order, tho names of the Books
of The 01d and New Testaments.

4. GQive the three statements, as to what
the Sabbath Saheol is not.

5. Qive the fourth staterment; and the
six subordinato definitions, of what the Sab.
bath Sshool ia.

6. Iu what ocharacter, relation, and work
is God revoaled, in the Old Toestamont ?

7. In the four Gospels, and In the Aots
and BEpistles?

8. How is God manifested in The Revela-
tion ?

9. Define Inspiration,

10. What is meant, by *The Evi-
dencos 2"

11. Stato some possible mothods, by
whioh God might have revealed himselfto
the race.

12, QGive four propositions coneerning
Home and the Sabbath School.

18. Namo eight elements of superiority
in the True Hoine.

14. What four things, may {he Sabbath
Bschool do for the Family ?

15. Whatelements of Home.life are there
in the Sabbath Sshool?

16. Give the three arguments based on
 accoptance,” for the Divine origin of the
Bible.

17. Name the arguments based on the
charaoter, and contents, of the Bible.

18. Give the arguments based on * Hax-
monies.”

Mg. Cory Frercner, M.A.,is supplying
the pulpit of Cooke’s Chureh, Toronto, dur-
ing the absence of the pastor, Rev. Dr.
Robb.

Tar Rev. David Mitchell, of the Central
Presbyterian Chureh, is at prasent in Nova
Bootia, where summer holidays ean very
pluasantly be spent.

Wk are requested to state that a ecopy of
the Aunual Report of the Board of French
Evangelization has Dbeen mailed to overy
ons of the Ministers and Missionaries of
the Ohurch, as also a copy to every Babbath
School Superintendent,—addressed to the
care of tho Minister of the several congrega.
tions. Additional copies will be forwarded
on application to the Scorefary-Treasurer,
Rev. R, H. Warden, 210 8t. James St.,
Montreal, from whom blauk Subseription
Sheets, Collecting Carde, and French
Evangelization Missionary boxes can be
obtained.

W& had the pleasure of a visit last week
from the Rov. Wm. Mitcliell, of St. John,
N.B. Mr. Mitchell’s charch was one of
thoto destroyed by the late fite. It wassan
old, historioal struotnre—the oldest Charsh
in the 2ity. In the vestry were hung por.
traits of the former Ministers, and these
weve all consumed. The silver communion
service, which was precented by the Earl
and QOountess of Dalhousie, at the time
the building was erected, was kopt in the
vault of the Now Brunswiek Bank and is
safe. Five of thoss who are reported lost
by the firs wers membors of St. Andrews,
The Leeture Room and Sohool House will
be rebuilt immediately ; and in the course
of a fow months we hope to he ibls {o
ehroniele the erselion of & new building
whish will be oreditable $o the taste and
liberality of this wealihy congragation and
an ornament to the eily which is shortly to
arise frem the ashee,

Ministers

_Mt;:o-n;l_'l-azlau from Dreabytery Clarksy

“Zgr rgndar{l gerex My, ftena fox thilw da{vlrtmel:g
of our paper, ko na to winke it & general apitomy
of ull looal vharolh news.g

e

@lireelies,

Tan Harriston vongregatio » had a mogt
enjoyable Strawberry Festival on Dowinion
Day, from which they realized $40,

Tryx members of Koox Ohwieh, Wood.
stoek, havo, with commendable liberality,
donated & colleotion amonnting to §180 ¢
the St. Jobm reliof fanl.

Twz Rov. Mr. Sosit, 1ate of Eymondville,
aud wife, loft on Tuceday morning for
¢ Auld Seotis.” The rev. gentlomnn hay.
ing resigned his charge, inteuds to txko a
holiday of thrae months’ duration. s
wish bim a pleasant voyage.

It is annoanced that the Rev. F, M.
Ounalg, of Clivton, hag accoptsd the call {o
COhalmers’ Chureh, Kingston. The corgre.
gation are to bo congratulated on having
sooured tho sorvieos of so worthy a suosos.
sor to thoir late lamented miunister.

W aro sorry fo learn that while on his
way from Halifax, per G.T.R., Rev, Mz,
Bentley, of Galt, met with a slight but pain.
ful acoident. Mislaking in the dark ihe
height of a stop ho was descending, Lis fool
wasg doubled undor him, and a severe srain .
on the ankle produced.

Rev, Mr. MoNaventoxy has aceepted the
call to Walton Presbyterian Ohuroh, and
his induotion took place on Tuosday, 244
alt. Rev. Mr. Loitch proached. Rov, Mr,
Fergudon, of Bruseels, preeided, and Rov,
Messrs. Jones and MoRae addressed respec.
tively the minister and the people.

Tus corner stone of the new Presbyter.
ian churoh in Blyth was laid with the ususl
oeremonies by Rev, Dr, Ure, of Goderioh,
on Monday Jast. The ocoremonies wers
witnessed by a large concourse of peopls,
The ohurob, when completed, will be a
very comfortable and commodious edifies,

z.

Ox the Sth inst, the first communion was
held in Kuox church, Palmeraton, sinee
the installation of the Rov. Daniel W,
Cameron ag pastor of this church., At this
communion thirty-eight persons united
with the Chureh, tweaty.two on profession
and sixteen by lotlor from othar chuyshes,
Of this number twenty-seven are heads of
families.—Cox.

A nusngg of the friends connected with
the Presbyterian Qongregation at Blakeney
have presented their pastor, Rev M,
Kuowles, with a purge of fifty-five dollars,
and an address oxpressing their sympathy
with him and Mra. Kuowles in their greal
trial, their esteem for him ag their pastor,
and the hope that he may long be spared
to 0o in and out among them in epiritual
things.

Tar Rev. R. Hamilton was made the re.
cipient of a purse of $114 from his Fullarton
and Downie congragations, prior to his de-
parture to attend the Pan-Presbyterian At
sembly at Edinburgh. The presentation
took place on the evening of the 20th ulf,
and was accompanisd with many heartfelt
wishen for his safe retarn. We trast Mr.
Hamilton will bave a pleasant voyago and
return invigorated in body and mind.

A pro re nata meeting of the Paris Dres.
bytery will be held at Princoton on Tues
day, the 24th of July, at 10.80 &.m., for the
transaction of the following business :—1st,
Induction of the Rev. James Little.—2nd.
Oonsideration of eall from Free Eact Ohurch’
Inverness, Sscotland, to Rev. Jobn Me.
Tavish, of Woodetook,—8rd. Consideration
of Rev. Hugh Thompson's resignation of
East Oxford. In connection with M
Little’s induction, the Rov. Thomas Alez.
andor will preside; Rov. G. G. MoRobbie,
preach; Rov. R. N, Grant address the
Ministor, and Rov. John Anderson the con-
grogation.

MR, Jares Suira, B.A., who has beenin
charge of the Presbytorian shureh at Spring:
fiold during the last three months, has res
moved to London. LastThursday ovening,
previous to his leaving, the members of the
congregation met =t the residence of Dr. J.
B. Mills and prosentoed Mr. Smith wuth an
elogant writing desk, accompanied with a
flattering address. The address was read
by Mr, David Mackenzie, aud tho preson-
tation made by Mrs. A. Empey and Mrs.
Dr. Mills, The church at Springfield has
only beon crganized a year and & half, bub
already nambers thirty-five families and
noarly forty communicants.

Tar induction of the Rev. Alex. Bell took
place Thursday safterncon last in St. Au
drew’s Church. The memtbers of Prosby:
tory present were the Rev. J. M. Roger and
BE. F. Torrance, of Peterboro; Rev. Mr.
White, of Dummer; Rev. Mr., Ewing, of
Oavan, Rev. Mr. Smith, of Kingston ; Reve
Me, Walter Roger, of Petrolix; and Bet.
Mr. Oampbell, now of Peterboro, and Mr.
Johu Carnegie, Ruling Elder. There wa
a Iargs congregation present. The sermoR
was delivered by the Rev. Mr. White, the
indunotion services by ths Rav, Mr, Toriansé,
and the address to the newly juducied pas-
tor by the Rev, Mr, Ewing. A strawberty

vory anosessful, The servieas in this chursh *
will now bs conducted regularly every Sabe
bath a¢ the usual hours,

socinl took place in the evening which wa# .




