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Yot them romemler the Master's words,
# Let your light so shine before men that
they miny see your good works and glorify
vour Father which is in beaven.”—Sunday
at Home,

—

PRAYER AND PAINSTAKING.

“If T regard iniquity in my beart. the Lord
will not hear me.*—Psa. Ixvi. 38

“Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into tempty-
tion"—Mark Xiv.

Itis a great mistake to imagine that
prayer will avail, without corresponding
exertion.  God hasconnected theend witl:
the use ofthe meaus; zad if we neglect the
the oue, it is presumptuous to hope forthe
other. Will praying to be enabled to

understand the Scriptures give that nnder |

standing, without stulying them and
meditating  apon their sacred contents?
Will preying  that our faith may be
strengthened, strongthenit, while we eglect
tomake use of the fnstremunts of spiritual

441

ligion; God does everything that is good
for us; but he expects us to maks wse of
the appointed iustruments of spiritual
blessing as much as though we did every
thing for ourselves, He graciously pre-
serves us from many an unseen peril; but
if, instead of using the means of prevention,
we wilfully put our fot intothe snare, we
cannot hope that he will interpose to
prevent our being entangled. Weare to
watch as wull as to pray that we enter not
unte temptation; we are to keep at a
distance from it: we are to employ every
offort to resistit; and if we neglect to do
this, are we to wouder if we fall? Moses,
aud the people of Israel, did well to wy
unto Gud in their estremity ; but they did
ill in neglecting the means of eseape which
he bad svt before them; and their supine-
ness was accordingly rebuked by the Al-
mighty ; “ Wherefore eriest thow unto me?
Spesk unto the children of Israel, that
they go forward,” Exod. xiv. ¥5.

When Luther first sot himself against

stability? Will praying for holiness make | the torrent of idolatry aud eorruption,
us holy, while we deliberatoly walk in the|in the year 1517, assuming & task, to
paths of unholiness? Can a parent Lhopu, buman view, as hopeless as fora man to
that his prayers for hischildren will be of | set his shoulder to & rsountain to remove
any benefit, if he is not adding his exertions , 3t, he comuunicated bis intentions to a
to his wishes;if Lie is not bringing them up | wise and pradent friend, whobad as deep
in the nurtureand admonition of the Lord, ; a sease of Romish corruptionas himself.
guarding them from the snares of youthful , But that fricnd advised Limn to abandon
life, and setting before them a Christian | his design, and retire to his cell, and pray,
example? Isit to any purpose that we)“Loid have merey upon us!” Had he
entreat to be kep$ from temptation when | done so he would have brought Limself
we are voluntarily running into its or that | into a state of despair, unbelidf, and inac-

we pray against worldly mnindedness, when
we choose worldly minded companions; or
that we seek for the guidsnce amd con-

tion. But Luther inore effectually prayed,
“Lord, bave merecy upon us” when,
believing the promises of God, ke put

solation of the Holy Spirit in words, when | forth efforts ~ curresponding  with his
in our conduct weare grivving him by wik- | prayers.  The one prayed and did avthing,
ful impenitence and inconasistency cause he believed that God could or

The truth is, that care, and vigilance,and | would dv nothing. The other acted and
gelf-contro), 2nd selfdonisl and examination, | prayed, and in faith tuok hold of God's
are as necessayy as prayer ; neither withount | strength, and the work was done.  He put
the other is sufficient. We readilly allow | his shouller to the mountsin, yea, to the
this in our temporal concerns.  When we  soven bills on which Auntickrist had set Lis
pray for our daily bread, we do not expeet throne; and, weak as he was, yet in God's
toprocureit without corresponding exer- | strength ko made the mountains tremlle,
tion. ¢ Prayer,” remarks aplous wiiter, shook the foundations of the Jhrone of the
“will not plough end’s field, Bur fence it,, Buast, and gave Lim a deadly wound,
uor reap the grain, vor threshit; but prayer | frum wln_Ich Le never has recovered, and
may proeure streugth to lubour, and s never will,  Wlhen wg pray that prayer,
blessing to accomnpany and succeed our, “ Loid, bave mercy on us,” We professtu
prudent industry.”  And it is thus in re-| beliove that, however desperate onr case



