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Rev. Dr. Burns spoke upon tlie text, St.
Jolin viii. 32: 1' Ye shial know tlie trutbi and
the truth shial make you free." He said:
Absolute freedom belongs to God alone. Ail
otiiers are lieid in bond natural or unnatural,
legal or illegal, pleasant or galling. Thie
wliole biuman race is a subjeet race, legally
and naturally subject to thue restraints im-
posed by infinite wisdom and goodness; and
illegahly and abnormally subject to tlhe gail-
ing slavery of perverted appetites and
desires, aise to the oppression of ignorance
in its tbiousand forms or to the overpowering
force of outside tyranny, acting on the
principle that miglit maes rigit. Yct, who
would be catalogued as a slave? And even
if slavery of body lias to, be admitted, as lias
too often been the case, iii our own Britain,
for inistance, and in tlie United States, in-
tellectual and moral freedoru Nvii1 stili be
clainied. Thie jewvs, to -vhom the Lord used
thie wvords of the text, resented thie insinua-
tion of servitude implied i» them, and
declared that they " were neyer in bondage
to any nman." Howv far frorn the truth wvas
thxat staternent ? But it wvas not to political
ensiavenuent that the Master referred, but to
a much more comnion and niore degrading
servitude. How bitterly Nve struggle agrainst
political subjection, hiow casily we gide into
tiie bon dage induced by thie clouding of the
jud-gment and thec perverting of the moral
sense. Tlirougli the seducive influences of
sin wve beconue the sport of forces thjat we
were destined to control and are racked by
fears begotten of ignorance. For ages the
elements were a. continuai, tecror to, man,
thie majority of phienomena were super-
natural, and behind every fear lay a demon
or a demigod. How galling thie thiraldomr
under wvbich thie whiole Chiurch groaned for
centuries, wvhi1e astronomy, geology, phiysio-
logy and biology were being interro,,ated and
thecir secrets extorted. 'Multitudes hived and
died in the firni conviction that the maiil bad
better neyer bec» l'orn than that lhe shiould
sliock the Christian world witi thec idea thiat
tlic sun wvas tiue centre of this systein, and
that tlic earth travelled round it. So Mi1en
the idea of <«'more worlds than one " grew
out of the teachings of Copernicus and
Galilco it wvas met by the niost violent
opposR(ion, as turning into ridicule the story
of the Îjitearnationi. \Vbcîx tlie nebular
hypothiesis wvas propounded by tiie grcat

La Place, f3llowed by the tlieory of the
transmutation of species and tlie general
teachiing of evolution, there wvas an unques-
tionable flutter anuong tlieologians and an
unseemnly trenuor ail tlxroughi the C)r;stian
ranks. There -%vas a triple cause for this
perturbation : The unnatural metliods of
studying nature ; thie irrational system of
interpreting scripture ; the ignoring of the
simple trutli tlhat if nature and revelation
liad a common orgin tliere must bc hiarmony,
and that wlien discord or Contradliction
occurs it niust be from misinterprceting one
or bothi of thiem. Here we may surely say
wvitli the poet, " Ail discord, liarniony not
understood." Thiese fears hiave ail subsided,
or are rapidly disappearing. Lt may be thazt
thiere aire a million million wvorlds immeasur-
ably larger thau ours and nmore densely
peophed with intelligencies; but the dis-
covery. if confirrned, would not obscure the
revelation of our Great Fathier to us or
weaken thc testimony of our consciousness
to His Spirit speakirg- to, our liearts or His
love sbied abroad tîxerein. Tien look at the
bondage of liberalismn and bibliolatry that s0
long oppressed the Cliurcli and which, to
sonue ex«Ceut, gahhs bier yet. An unalterable
mecaning wvas attaclied to, biblical utterances
at a time wvhuen but little lighit hiad fallen on
many subjects and before criticism liad be-
corne a science. A tbioroughi and rational
system of reverting criticisni lias bec»
applied, resulting in a reverence for the
wvord and love of it thiat wvouId have been
impossible under thie former bondage of in-
fiahlible literalism. But have iiot discrepa-,--
cies multiplied ? No, they li-.we alrnost dis-
appeared. I'îdeed it miglit be said thiat
discrepaxucies lhad dropped out of 'New Testa-
ment criticisni altogetîxer. Thiere neyer wvas
a book so maltreated as tlie Bible. Lt lias
had to carry the ignorance of the masses in
tbieir perverse and -vicious interpretation and
application, thie bigotry of the zealot, the
blaspliemous handling of thxe inquisitor, the
siavebiolder and the distiller, eachi of wbonm
found iii its sacred pages some paissage thiat
infernal sk-ill could bend to biis purpose.
Buoyant in our freedom froin tlue bondage
of thie letter, wve unhxecsitzatingly declare tliat
lie is guilty of hiighi treason to our faith wio
wvouhd fear 1ue resuit of any investigation,
wvhetluer biblical, philosophical, scientific or
luistorical. Thie daiy of broader vision bias
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