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who know how recent has been the settlement of the West. An(.
certainly, looking round one, it doés seemn scarcely realizable that the
site of this rapidly expanding.city, of which its citizens are so justlv
proud, and the very spot on which this building stands, surrounded by
so many comforts and relinements of modern life, was, less than. tx'o
decades ago, a wild and almost impenetrable v irgin forest, the haunts of
the bear, the deer and the primitive savage.

Lt is less than a score of years by two that the incorporation of this
city took place, and yet to-day it will compare favorably with matly
cities of the older Provinces twice and thrice its age. From the medical1
standpoint it is reaching after a high ideal.

Steel conduits, from the bosom of the mountains to the north ; th
sewerage system, with its septic tanks, that deliver their effluient intni
tidal waters ; the paved streets, with their array of cleaners ;the cernent
sidewalks which are now throughout the city, rapidly replacing the ear.
lier and cruder planking ; the public and private hospitals ; the General
Hospital, which is now being buiît, and which, wh'en finished, will be
the peer of any hospital of its size, ahl make it clear that we are endeavor
ing to keep abreast of the times, as well in sanitary as in other matters.

Lt is no idle.boast, then, if I say that in'the West events move rapidl-
ly. Time is no sluggard here, and we see history fashioning itself be-
fore our eyes. The whole of this great Province was in indisputedi
possession of savage aborigines a haîf century ago. The closing years
of the first haîf of the nineteenth -centu-ry saw the first real settiement
n*de on Vancouver Island, at a place called 'Camosum, in the natiire
tongue, now Victoria, the capital of the Province.

A few years later, in 1858, an Act was passed in the Home Parl:&.
ni~ent to provide for the government of this new colony, thereafter to b--
known as British Columbia. From this date the real settiement of the
Province begins. The discovery of gold in the ,Fraser and Cariboo s500
made fhese districts as famous and as widely known as Sacramento or
Bal.arat and a great inrush of population wýas the resuit. But a vervi
few years later the conception of that colossal and momentous under-
takingy, the building of the Canadian Pacifie 'Railway, began to shaocê
itself in men's minds, and was finally carried >out. You are ail, doubt-
less, familiar with the history of this great undertaking and know the
alrnost insuperable difficulties its earlier promoters had to contend wih:I
and how in the end, in spite of political, natural and every other obstacle
and'hindrance, they successfully carried through the scheme and madf
possible the union of B ritish Columbia and the great North-West wiýh
the rest of Canada, and gave ug as a result that splendid heritage, that
united land which stretches from ocean to ocean, from the rising of thc


