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capsules, altluiîgh lie doos not mention tiieir site. IIe nirely observes
that the pelienuîijeion is interesting us being one which is fruqucnitly
observed iii regard to a neiglibormng organ, the spleien. Une anona-
lie priitive très genérale consiste dans leur petitesse extrême ou
mênme lieur absence totale, qui accoriiagne le developpeient mconiplet
de l'éncéphnle et de la moitie suprieure du corps en général. On ne
connait que deux ou trois cas de cette espèce dans le-quels les c.1psules
surrHnales aient été trouvées, offrant le volume qu'elks ont ordinaire-
ment." The caisule is comroseîl cl an external or cortical, and an in-
,,rnal or medullary portion. The cortical biracture furins lhe greater
portion of the substance of the organ, is firm and striated, and )f a
deep yellow colour ; the medullary is soft, pulpy, and brownish-black
in hue. From the dark colour of their interior, and from a supposition
that they were the organs which secreted the atrabilts, Caspar Bartho-
linus, and tl.e older anatomists, named them the atrabiliary capsules. Ac-
cording to Simon, the cortical portion consists of closed tubes, having
no conmunication with each other, arranged in columnar masses per-
pendicularly to the surface of the capsule. They are surrounded by a
plexus of blood vessels supported by fine processes sent inwards from
an outer fibrous investnent of the organ. Their interior is lined by a
delicate ]initeiry membrane, and in this opinion he is supported by
Ecker and Frey, and Hassall. The tubes are filled with a granular
plasma, nuicleated cells and oil globules. Mr. Gulliver bas found that
the granules form the principal mass of the gland. Their size varies
froi1 1-6000th to 1-24000th part of an inch mn diameter. The nudeat.
ed corpuscles, according to the sane observer, are few in number in the
human subject, although they are numerous in the iuminantia. Kolli-
ker describes the cortical portion as beng composed of a fibrous stroma
of connective tissue, so arranged as to leave oval spaces, which are fill-
ed with a granuiîr plasma, oit particles, andnucleated cells. He denies
that these spaces are lined wilh a preper limitary membrane, thus dif-
fering from Simon, Ecker and Ilassali. The medullary portion consists
of a stroma of connective tLsue derived from the cortical substance.
It contains numerous bluod vessels, a plexus of minute veins, according
to some anatoinists, and a large supply of nerves derived from the sym-
pathetic systen. The tisuc is arranged in lamiro, and the interspaces
are filled by a granular plasma, in which are nucleated cells in different
stages of develpnent. " The recent observations of Kolliker upon
the nature uf these cells," says Dr. Carpenter, " which are confirmed
by the reseurches of Leydig tpon the curresponding organs in the am-

pbibia, secm to indicate that they are really ganglionic in their charac-
ter."


