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the night. On the following day, being very busy, and the labour
having made no progress, he left her in charge of the midwife who was
in attendance upon her. The pains were lingering, but not very severe.
On the third day, she felt something “drop down suddenly inside her;
and the child, the movements of which she had constantly felt up to that
time, at once became cold as a stone.” She was in great pain, and my
father had attended ber for 2 considerable period. She refused to allow
any surgeon or physician to attend her, or to have any operation per-
formed. She gradually improved in health, although she was very weak
for a long time, and did not decrease in size for several years.

Upon ezamination, I found her much emaciated, with a hard bony
tumour in the lower part of the abdomen, exactly resembling the fietal
head. It could be easily moved from side to side ; and, on careful mank
pulation, I belicved that I felt the back part of the thorax in close
approximation to it. She was evidently sinking from chronic renal dis
ease; and, knowing that her end was approaching, had sent for me to
request that I would make a post morfem czamination, She had
previously made a similar request to Mr. William Knott. ‘

The story was corroborated by some of her neighbours, and by the
rector of the parish, who had heard froi« my father a full report of the
case. It was also stated, that at different times three little bones, * like
finger-bones,” had come away from her; but they had not been pre
served.

On referring to old ledgers, I found the entry of the attendance o
Qctober 8th, 1822, in the handwriting of my grandfather, with e
subsequent payment of the fee marked in my father's handwriting, and
with his initials. ‘

The woman died on January 13th, and the examination was madeo
the 15th by Mr. William Knott, in the presence of Mr. Knott, s34
Mr. Garlike, and myself. On making an incision through the abe
minal parietes and opening the peritoneum, we immediately observed 8
bard white substanc, which proved to be the vertex or foetal skull; {“‘d
on enlarging the opening, a perfect fetus was extracted without diff
culty. It was covered with plastic lymph; the limbs were ﬂgxed
anteriorly on the body, and the head bent forwards to meet them, in 2
manner usually depicted in plates of the gravid uterus. It was atfach®®
by the umbilical cord o a vascular tumour of about the size of hd‘f,‘“ ‘
orange, which appeared to be the atrophicd placenta, and which ¥/
connected by ligamentous attachment to the peritoneal covering of B
broad ligament near the left ovary. One portion of this vascular tane®
appeared to be a mass of unorganised lymph containing fluid. Neitpe




