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ART. XV.--Case of Preternatural Labour. By CHAS. ROLLS, M.D.,
Wardsville, C. W.

I um happy to find a journal devoted to medical science published
in Canada West, at so comparatively early a day: and as you
have invited the inembers of the profession to transmit you any
interesting cases, which may, in the course of practice, corne
under tiir observation, I have amongst numerous others, selected
the following one. Not expecting, at the period of its occurrence,
ever to publish it, I took no written notes; but if the outlines
furnished, of a case of not very frequent occurrence in this
country, are esteened sufficiently interesting, they are at your
service.

Some lime since, 1 was called on to attend a woman ii
labour (Mrs. McK.) living in the adjoining township of Zone, a
distance of twelve miles. She is a stout, healthy person, aged
about thirty : bas borne several children, and hitherto nothing
unusual had occurred in her accouchmuents. For the last forty-
cight hours she lad been in severe labour; two women (mid-
wives) had becn in atiendance, and, by lier own account, she
had sui'ered so severely, by tlcir rough landling, that she pre-
ferred dying rather than he pnt to any further torture.

At the time of my arrival 1 found ber in a very low condition.
Thie action of the utertus had ceased somte time previously ; the
pulse very veak, indeed alniost imperceptible ; and the whole
vital systeim conpletely prostrated from long-continued ineq/fctual
intense action.

On examination, I found the armi, as far as the elbow, and
about eight inches of the funis umbilicalis were down and pro-
jecting beyonîd the external orifice.

1 imiediately informned lier liusband (who was preset) of
the necessary steps which would be required to effect the delivery
of the ehild ; at the samne lime holding out to him but little hope,
of a favourable issue, on account of lier feeble condition ; and I
urged upon the wonan tihat she should, at once, subnit to the
necessary step', as the nature of the case was suel, no time ouglt
o bc lost. It was, however, full a quarter of an hour before my

own and her hiusbaid's persuasion overcame ber reluctance ; she
repeatedly deelaring, as have before mientioned, ihat she would
far rallier die than submîit to any further suffe3ring than sle had
already undergone. At last, lowever, she consented, and in a
short time we liad lier placed in the proper position, and cvery
thing arranged for turning and delivery by the feet.

Giving the woman previously a little of the spirit of camiphor,
il, water, I first introduced the fuinis umbilicalis, pushing it
gentyiv n)wards, a llite at a lime, until it was all returned witiin
the uterus. Having effected this, I took hold of the land and
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