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In addition to the valluable Canadian collections made by Dr. Boys, with contri-
butions froni Dr. Bird, of Os'ilwa, sud the land and fresh-water shela of Ger-
many and of Southern Europe, presented by Dr. Croft: Professor Hincks brought,
over with liin a set of illustrations of genera obtained froin the Rate Mr. Sowerby;
and înauy valuable tropical shella -%vere presented by Mrs. Dail, a lady then resi-
dent in Toronto. To these have been added an extensive series, including somne
fine specimens pumhased from, an cminent dealer in Boston, U.S.; and one or two
friends, particularly Professera Wilson and Chapasan, have contributcd useful ad-
ditions. Mr. Bland, of New York, las also kindly furnished a series of North
~American species, with somte land shels fromn other localities.

It will thusi.appear that the Conchological departinent was by no meaus in a
low condition, when the attention of the Professor of Natural History was called
to the fact that a valued fricnd, the Rev. P. P. Carpenter, of Warrington, Eag-
land, had purclased the principal part of a fine --lleetion, the resuit of several
years' labour made at Mazatlan, in Mexico, o,, 3ite the southera point of Cali-
foruma, by M. Frederie Reigen, a Belgrian gentleman, who died just as lie had
completed them, and by whose executors they were sold in Liverpool-first te a
wholesale dealer, and by hias te Mr. Carpenter. The latter gentleman generously
resolved to present to the British Museums a full series, including manty specimens
of each of ail the species obtained, ani proposcd tIen to issue, by subseription,
sets of thie remlainder to those wlîô migît desire to obtain tliem. The matter
coming to the knowledge of Professor Hinek8, lie was cf opinion that shella il-
lustrating the western coast of thia continent, would have a special interest for us
iii Canada, and the subseription appearing- moderate ini coinparison to, the usual
charges, he recommended them for purchase. Mr. Carpenter was good enough-
besides expending for the University -collection a small additional sum, ini se-
l;cted specimens of known loeality-to present to the Museum above tour hundred
specirnens from bis own collection, ail witli their localities carefully marked; se
that the 'whole addition made to the University cabinet is very extensive.

The circumstanees whicli may be rcgarded as giving special iaterest to the
Mazatlan shella are:

1. That they furnisli trustworthy data for inquiries respeeting the geographical
distribution of mollusca. AIl who bave studied the subjeet know the difficulty of
obtaining authentie information on this subjeet. Even scientifi.- colectors are
often very careless in separating the productions of different localities; and when
it ia eonsidered Iow numerous are the places at which slips may teucli in long
voyagea, at ail of wlîich aomething may be obtained, and the praciice of pur.
chasing collections oftcn brouglit together frein remote points, we cannot wonder
that specimens, introduced in the way of trade, are difficuit te, trace to the place
in wbich the animais lived. Nor is this ail. When sîielîs fali inte the bands of
dealers they are are strangely mixed, and tIe acceunts given of them are not
always strittly trutîful. A person seeking shela froin a particular region May
frequently obtain more than ever really belongcd to it. M. Reigen appears to
have laboured diligently in collecting the shelîs of the interesting spot which lie
visited, but net to have at ail sought te extend bis collection by miscellaneous
purchases; and the history of what hie had breught tegether, subsequent te bis
death, is wcll knowa, so that there is littie room for errer.

2. The apecimens of eacl speciea are ia Mest instances numerous, sho'wiDg tIe
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