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VHEANTOMS.

I rrovcmcnl so long as her hand still elasped
tiz, he had-hoped she would recover.
— ! He had been blind since Jio waz three
years old; efncken by hahtining, Lo had
Lo totally tosthissight, A dimrememberance
Al honses wherein men have dived angd died of s widvwed mother’s face, her smoothly
« Are haunted houses. Thro' tho open doors brarded Lair, and flowing white dress, wis
The harmless phantoms on their errands ghde, 1 one of the few recollections entyrined with
With feet that makes no sound upon the floors. | the peried before sll beewito dark to him
The boy gew up, tall. slender, delicats,
with dark peu<ave eye< wiiel bore natrace
Lol the calamity whieh had destroyed then
] powers of viston 3 grave, !!wu;{h ot sad
,d(cmny, enthusipstic, wpn egniting s
. mother’s care wiih the doepest veneration
1and tenderuess.  In the fiest years of Ins
{ ehutidhood, and whenever lus educanon did
not 1ake them to London and clsewhere,
they had reided near a®town on the rea-
('oa:!l m oone of the protticst parts of Eng-
land. . .

Independently of thd natural kindness
which very rarely fails to be shown towa, 15
any person who 13 blind, there was that
ahout both fhe widow and her son wlich
wvanably rendered them acceptable guests;
for their inteliectual resources, and powers
lof couversation, were oqu:xlfv diremsified
andduncommon.  Mis. Owen had sturtied
much i order to teagh her son, and thue,
by improving her nafusal abilities, had be-

We mect them at the doorway, on the stalr,

mpalpable impressions on the air,
A sense of something noving v and fro.

‘There are more ghosts at table than the hosts

s tirong'd with quict, inoffensive ghosts,
As silent as the pictures on the wall,

Tho stranger at py fireside cannot sce

Tho forms I sce, hor hear the sounds 1 heat,
e but perceives what is ; while unto me

A that has been {5 visible and clear.

Wo have no title deeds to house or lands:

From graves forgotten streteh their dusty hanids
Aud hold in mottmain still their old estates.

The spirit-world around this wotld of sepse

. Floats like an atmosphere, and everywhere
. Wafts lhrgugh these earthly mists and vapors
N ense
A vital breath of mere ethiereal air.

intellectuality, however, bemé always sub-
sarvient to, and fitly shadowed by, ths su-
perjor femimpe alinsbute of love, gentleness,
and sympathy ; for Heaven hélp the woman
1 whowt these gitts are not predominant
over any meidal cadvwments whatsopver!

U Titte ives are Yept in equipoise .
v« BY opposile atiractions and desices;
* The struggle of the jnstinct that enfoys,

Aud the more noble instinet that aspirea,

) )

Tbo‘]’mnrbnﬁom‘; the perpetual jar

¢ Of eartiny waunts and aspications lngh,
Come from the jnfluence of that unseen star,
* That yndiscover'd planct in ous sy,

took lus urm ; nepvas proud ot that, he hked
to fancy hr waz some support to her, and
thany pitying eves used latterly 10 follow
And as fhe mony, from some dark gate of cloud, 1 the ﬁguro of the widewe it the black dress
. Throw's o'cr the Sea a floating bridge of light, | she constamly wore, and the tall pale <n
. Across vfbosc] trembling  planks our fancies | .
crowd,
Into the realm of mystery aad night.

ing - 11 aseeut deceplon to convinge nm
ilhui * was mdeed the stafl of her declin-

. §o from the world of spirits there descenay ¢ i0g eengihe But gradually e motber’s!
s A bridge of light, cunnecting 1t with this, s formu & benty her step dragged weaniv

L}
Wanider our thoughts above the dach abyss.

s

‘The Blind Man's Wreath.

(From Houachold Words.)

. EDITED BY CHARLES DICKENS the wamn sunshine tiling alt thugs with

« 3y boy, my po?;Tblind boy 12 joy, savo her forclulding heart and the

) anvione son who Incessaitly hung vver her.
Alh'n!’s sorrowful exclumation broke from | Priends often came to visit then, and turns
o Jipsof Mrs. Owen, as sho lay upon the (

cated lucreasing weakness,

flowers twining wound the casement, and.

on whom she leaned contidingly, as.f striv- |

s Waslhi lu Sen

or Whose untigads foor, that swars and bend ':.'duug, aul the expression of fier tuce indi-t
The walks!
were at i end,y aud beture lonee she wis
too feeble to leare Lier bed, excepung 10 he i
catried to a summuer parlor, where she lay.
upon a sofa beswde an open window, withg

- —— —

carcfully as Mary, or seemed =0 inuch -
| pressed wath lis mental supestority 3 sho
would leave those Prmes of ier playmates
+in which the bliadness prevented hig from
" joimng, and would fisten tor hows 1o tha
, stortes swth which his miemory Wag well
stored, o wlneh his vwn umagination en-
y abled han to suvent.

A% <lie grevt up, there was no change m
e dranh and contidier patare of there ins
ter wourse. Mary st maede bn the reeip-
ient of her mrdish seerets, and plang, a0l
dreatys, just as shie had done ol her httlo
ariete aggd o< in childhood @ ashed him o
quote tus tawerife paxsages of poetry, or
statwned hiorself near Lim at the piano,
 sugaestaig subjects fur ham to play, which
The extemporized at her bidding. Briazht
and bluonng as Mary was,the Wo of every
party, beanung with aumation and enjoy-
ment, no alfention vias capablo of render-
ing her uwmndfal of hun'; and she was of-
fen huowa tu it out several dances in an

cxguiye to talk 1o Edward Owen, who
" wi e sud it L thoughit hunsell neglect-

et qupse e

8 .

U AndxDwW ohe dailv vigited the invalid 5
hier huoBint <pirats tempered by svnpathy
for her increa~ing auffenngs: but stll dits
, fuxing such an aluvsphere ot sunshine and
hope around her, thut glooni and despond-

come a person of no comumon stamp: her)oncy seemed o vanish at her Ppresence.

Ealward s sightless eyes werc always rased
to.her bright face, as'if he f:0t the magic
influenée 1t imparted.

i His mother had noted all this with a
"mother’s watchfulness; and, on that day,
when strong in her Wve, she lad under-

When they valked out together lusmether ' gakon to break to h'n the fact which all

,other, shrank from communicating, sho
| spoke likewise of Mary, and of the yvague

wild hupe she Lad always chenshied of ous
. day seeng her his wife.

« No, mother, no ! exclauned the blind
man. ¢ Deare-t mother, in this you are
net frge 0 voureelf! What! Would you
h wrin all her spnug-time of
vouth and beauty sacrificed to such a onu
as I'—to ~ce Mary, as you have deseribed
Lt t e, as my soul tells me she 18, ucd
dovs o b the gude, amd leader, and sup-
5 12 of wuo whe could not make onu step
st defenee ; whose helplessuess alone_in
the yes of wen, would Te hus moaus of
shelt ning and profecting her ! Woald you

as o Blind Mus wife, mother 2°°
¢ But Edwar!—1f oliz loves you, as T am
eure she decs—?

'hcar her gitiod,——our bright Mary pitied—

Aduéh to which a long and wastmg 1huess

* bad confined her, and whence she well

Xnow she was neder more to nse.

Her son, fhie only child of her widowed
?earﬂl, tho gole object of kier cares and at-
ections, knelt bestdo hor, lus face bowed

A

fx)}xm her pillow, for now only, 1n a moment
0t solema commupion with fus mofher, had
she revealed the. futal truth, and told hum
8kt 5 sl sooh diec! He had wutched and
- boped dnd irembled for many weary months,
‘Eul péves yel had ho adrauted to tumseit
fhe zombxhly of losing bar; ber fading
check aud sunkun eyo could aot reveal 10
him the fitogress of decay, and so long as
Bo Joved.voice mamtained sts music to his
ar and cheered lim with prennises of un-

od away with g derp salness as Qiey nuted;  * Love meyncther ! Yes, as angels lovo
the pragresa of her malady, and Leand the | woitals, as a sister loses a brotker, as youn
blind man agk ench ime whetlier they dud, lose moe! And for this beasaant love, this
not think her better—oh, surely a litle bet- tender sympathy, 1 could hueel and kiss
| ter than when 1hey fast beheld Ler ? ; tho ground ske treads upon, but beyond
I Awong all these, o fricud was so wel- ¢ Buo— were you o eotreat her to marry your
‘comn or brought <uch sclar. o the sick, Llind and solitary sum, and sbe mn pity

¥o1, 3 goveus gl of wine- | answered res,—wunld-Taceept het on such

) roam as Mary P
| teen. cne of th  beautios of the country, and, terms, and nvet the chains she had consents
I the admaration of all who kpew Ler. Mrs., ed tv assume 2 Oh mother, mother, 1 havo
| Owen had daneed Blary npra Lier hnees, . wot sludied you i vaiu, Your itfe has been
fand Edwa~l used 10 mal: bashets an\i, onc long eell-sacrifico to me; its sient
} weave garlunds for her wlhen Le was a Ly  teachig shall bear fruit! Do not gneve
of twelye, and she, a Litt'e fuiry of si. years | su bitterly for me.  God was very meseriul
old or tharaabents, stood Yoest 1o him, famw i gwvng e such o mether, let us gust
ing hus skill, and wondering how lie éguld| Him for the future I

manage «o cleverly thdugh blind. Noncef!  Ah, poor wnared hpan, spesking «y
s childish companiols ever Ted hun o | bretvely-lorth, stnving (o che ez thomthe i

»ee



