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bb. H-ead unspotted; punctures of elytral stri,- finer towards apex.
'lhorax wvith black spot anteriorly (. 13-. 14 in.) . . tr-iopsis, Say.
Thiorax immnaculate (. 16 in.). . . . . ..... -fascia/uts, Auibé.

AA. Thorax with an imipressed plica on each side near the base ; smnaller
specles.

Pale ochreous ycllow'; punctuation stronger, thoracic plica
shorter (. 1 1-. 12 in.).. ............ ficoilis, DeG.

Fulvous ; l)unctuation less strong, thoracie plica
longer (. 12 iii.)...............longu/uis, Lec.

CNEM IDOTUS, Er.

Our two species are easily disiinguishied, froin those of

lYRa/iplis by the th~ora-, being onietdwith two black

(fîg. 5) the tu-o forms which have beet, sel)arated on these
characters:
Hind coxoe with a priminent angle on the hind miargin

(.15 i.)..............12,buictatuis, Say.
FI. . -ind coxie without this angle (. 16 in.). . . ... miuticues, Lec.

The next famiiily, the DYTISCIDÎE, is separated ;vithi ease frorn the
ZZa/ilidoe by the following characters :the body is usually much less
stout and convex and more obtuse at the ends ; the antennze are cleven-
jointed, usually filiforni, though occasionallv somiewhiat clavate or thiick-
ened at middle, insertccl under the front behiind the base of the mian-
dibles. 'l'le posterior coxSe are large, reaching the sides of the body, but
flot covering the ventral segments. Legs natatorial, ciliate with long
liairs. Promn the Citirabide they mnay be knowvn by the structure of the
hind coxSe mentioned above.

Ail the species are more or less strictly a(luatic in habit, and are as
a rule strong swininers. They mnay be found iii num-bers in ponds and
wvater courses, somietimies being seen Linder tie ice after the approach of
winter. At niglit they fly around and are often attracted by lights. Sonie
of the more northern formis, especially of élàabus and ifydropoe-is, may
be taken undtr vet inoss. or beneath stones or boards whichi have been
lying on the grass in miarshy p)laces. 'l'lie sexual modifications in the
fai)ly are very interestingr, the males often p)ossessing a peculiar miodi-
fication of the anterior (and less frequently the middle) tarsi, whereby
the basaI joints are dilated into a more or less cup-shaped surface, wvhicli is
studded beneath wvith little stalked disks. T1'le number of these disks in


