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proach good tidings to the meek : he hath sent me to bind up the brokett
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison
to them that are bound,”—¢I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles,
that thou mayest be my salvation to the ends of the earth.” Such wag
the éommission givet! to the great Prophet of the Christian profession.
‘When he left the world he transferred his evangelistic functions to his
disciples, to be exercised in his name and stead till the end of time. *All
power, spid he, is given to me in heaven and earth : go ye thergfore and
teach all nations—and Io! Iam with you alway, even unto the end of the
world.” From this it is plain, that the churchis essentially evangelistic
in her nature. She is constituted by her Great Head the depositary of
thnt system of means by which the world'is to be filled with the knowledge
of the Lord. ‘Phese means she holds in solemn charge, and if she do
ot employ them she is fulse to the trust comimitted to her, That which
is stated to be the duty of the church, is the duty of all the individuals
composmg it. Every riember of the church should consider himself as
identified with the cause of the Saviour; and whoever does not so con-
sider himself has little acquaintance with the word of God. That word
tells him that he is not his own, thet he is bought with a price, and com-
mands him, therefore, to glorify God in his body end in his spirit ‘which are
G_ods_. The motives which it holds out are, the love of Christ and the
hope of a glorious immortality. Under the weight of these obligations,
and influenced .by these motives, what Christian would not exclaim—all
that have I dedicste to God : yea I count notmine own life dear that I
msy win Christ and finish my course with joy.

Many church members think, that because of their poverty and obscurity
they can do nothing to advance the progress of the gospel. They who
thus think lose sight of the relations which they sustain fo the whele.
All {he members of the body have nut the same office, but every one
Towever insignificant, is designed to subserve soine end in thie general sys-
tem: Let the head perform the duties of the head; the hand those of the
hand, and the foot those of the foot, and nothing more is required. Thus
n is in the church ; if each do according to the extent of his ability, it will
beaccepted. according to that he hath, and not according to that he hath
not,

But the great desideratum in the church is ‘not so much the want of
ability. as the want of a willing mind. Did every christian minister regard
hxmse]f as a missionary, and every layma.x look upon himself as belong-
ing to God and did the whole church earnestly pray for the advancement
of the Redeemers kingdom there would be no lack of missionaries nor
reans to support them. It is beécause the church has robbed God in tithes
and ‘offerings that there is such a deficiency in both. She has monopolized
the blessings designed for all nations: she has fed on dainties at the TRing’s
table, while millions are perishing with hunger. It is her wealth, not her
noverty, that paralyzes her exertions. Were sho poor and zealous as in



