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in the days of bitter persecution, and
above ail, hat they were the tombs of
the martyrs, and were eloquent wvith
their veneration. The Iight of modern
crudition has, however, dispelled
mucl i 'f the darkness which hung
about these monuments of Christian
antiquity. Tlhey were not formierly
Roman stone quarries. They were
used only in very exceptional circum-
stances as rctreats for îvorship, and
they arc alinost silent regarding those
who suffered niartyrdom.

The catacombs owve their existence
to the belief of the Christians in the
resurrection of the body, joined to
their position as a suspected, after-
wvardq pernecuted, sect, together w'ith
certain facilities îvhich, nevertheless,
they enj')yed under protection of the
Roman governinent.

The Romnanq generally burned their
dead bodies. The national customs
and prejudices of the Jews were
opposed to this practice. TIhey clung
with tcnacity to their hiereditary mode
of sepulture.

It is probable that the Christians
borrowed thecir customs of burying
from, the Jews. B ut, even without
the example of the Jews, their belief
in thc communion of saints and in the
resurrection vauld prompt them to
prefer burial aCter the minner of our
Làrd. They tiierefore buried thcir
(lcad. It is highlly improbable that
Virt uniderground cemecteries would at
once lbc planned. There 15 evidence
Ilhat many of the catacombs be2gan as
puivate sepulchres fur siingk. famnilies.
tThe rich,: says E. Schièrer, -«' for

the carly Church countcd a certain
numnber among its adepts-galhered
zogerler the members of their families,
ihecir freedmien, their clients, and tin,
from natural inc]inatinn, alsn thc
niembers of tlheir spiritual~ f.tiily-
the poor Christirmn whose remains
thcy did not knoiv whiere to ]ay, and
ivhoili religious fraternity miade it an
honour to %vclcoiiie. The private

jcrypt exc:wvated in imitation of thte
isepuichire of Christ thus gave birth to
the exiended underground cemetery.

Though it is evident fromn an exam.
inatuon of th-e eailiest catacombb thai
they were not the offspring of fear on
the part of the Christians, for thert:
is no attempt at secrecy in their cou-
struction3 yet, doubîless, the Pres.:r-
vation and advancement of the truu
religion was better secured by help o-.
their dark rccesses Mien persecuio.
afterwvards befel the Çhurch, and in
an age and court unparalleled fý r
their corruptions.

Moreover, the law during the birth
and infancy of Christianiîy at Rornu
made tie catacombs a safe restin.,
place for the dead, or in persecutirin
a safle retreat for the living. ]3uriaîi
in Romne had a religlous character.
and ail places set apart for sepulture
were rçgarded as sacred, and cenj"yed
the special protection of the lawv.

"One during liUe, the believêrs
%vishied to remain united in death.
Groui, ed together in their struggL,~
and trials around their special chlcl.,
and full of enthusiasnî for the bcrcs
of thir faith, they wisied, still in thr
tonîb to bc near the heroes and mar-
tyrs. Having hivcd in the communion
of the sanie Saviour ùiey wished tc,
await in the saute union theceternai
aiwal:ening.

Such, theri, are the causes of îc
monuments of Christian antiquity.
Certain inaterial conditions wcure
nccsaI3', hiolever, to alloiw the
ceintery to take this peculiar fr'rm.
They have been dug on thic beights,
froni one to threc miles outsidc the
city, in granular tufa-a volcanic rock
orcoarsù, loose texture, ai. once casy to
hew mbt and yet so compact thiat wi
out offerin.g too great rcsistancc t the
pick,.-LNC of the igravC digger, sccurcd
the solidity of the gallerics. ýSpacc
and labour had to bc saved, znd
therefore thc passage ivays %verc maie
narrov:. Whcn theý limit of ground
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