
THE BICENTENARY 0F I3UNYÂN'S DEATH. [UU?

The style of the il'Pilgrim's Progress - is cnchanting. B-anyan drove
his nailq with the short hiammier of the Saxon, and no wonder. 110
had studied that Saxon Bible that is the purest English book in thuj
world. The ray of liglit cornes -with great clearncss through a trans.
parent window-pane, and Buinyatn's style is so trc.nslucont that his cou-
ceptions are neyer bedimmed in their passage througli the medium of
transmission. It is not te be 'hcught strange that the CcIJlgijnis

Progress-" is one of the first, if not the first, of ail the books wilicîi
missionaries at home and abroad seek to make accessible te those te
whom they preach and axnong whomi they lab--r. Next to the Bible,
upon whielh it is l)erliaps the most popular and helpful commcntary, it
lias been the greatest preadher of the gospel wvhieh the printing-press
hias ever created. Whiat a blessing that sudh preachers can ho made by
the million!1 This pictorial representation of a human soul in its spir-
itual progress fi-orn the first awvakening consciousness of sin, guilt and
peril to the full enjoyrnent of a conscious salvation, God lias made a
mighty ivitness to is word, and a moving witness to the Ileart of man.
And why? Because hutman nature does flot change. Spiritual expe-.
rience in ail the ages is almost as stereotyped as the cu-tomns of the
Orient. Science and art and letters miay change, but humanity still
edhoes to the hurnanity of antediluvian ages, and the allegorytia
faithfuily portrays the hiuman soul can neyer be antiquated or out of
date.

Bunyan n'wer. dreamed how useful God would make bis pen when lis
tongue was ini fetters. It doubtless seemed to him, that lifce's oppor.-
tunities wero alrnost lost to him, bellind the doors of Bedford jail, but
God saw that, ¶ he way to make hirn a missionary for the whole vorld,
and for all the age, as to lock him up f( ,r twelve years-auother e',-
ample how ",Godl moves in a mysterious way, Iliswvondersto performû."
Moreover, Bunyai, did not write his book for the public eye, but for his
owU entertainment and profit. Hie was like a chil& that suddenly
strikes a rippling ril and unconsciousiy follows it bull it broadens into
a ri-ver and loses itself in the serene sea.

How wouild Bunyan's heart have thrilled with joy had lie foreseen
that the Lord would use lis humble allegory in every land beneath the
sun to awaken sinners in the city of Destruction, and guide disciples
ail along the pilgrim's way to the consummation beyond Death's river.

The various stages of the pilgrim's journey are unique in intereAt
and suggestion. Does the sinner ask how to get rid of his burden of
guilt? liere lie is taught that ib is .ot by the works of the ficsh nor
the deeds of tche lawv. Thc Obstinate will of sin, the Pliable will of
tIc half-persuaded will not get him past tIe SIotigl, and Leg«aF,'m
eau only bringr him into a greater peril. Ie must go through God'à
gate and find deliverance at the Cross.

Doos the believer ask how he shall grow in gracu aud knowledge?
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