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sion is notan easy one. asingle example
will show.

It issaid that Tippou Tib, w hose pow-
er is yet unchallenged on the Upper
Congo, commands 2,000 men, armed
with Winchester rifles. It is their
business to raid the villages through-
out a wide range of country for the
acquisition of slaves. Pillage, slaugh-
ter, fire and devastation are merely
incidents in the work of capture. The
terrible journey tu the coasts is a
sequel, and the business must be ex-
tensive enough tu cuver a large per
cent. of deaths by the way, and an ve-
casional luss by rescue. How shall
thif evil be reached at its source?

‘We understand that thie Conference
hasagreed: First. That where it is pus-
®sible, the tribes concerned in the raid-
ing shall be held responsible. Secund.
Any tribe through whose territory a
slave caravan passes shall be held to
account. Third. The chief in whose
territory on the coasts the shipment
of slaves occurs shall alsv be dealt
with. Fourth. The police of the sea
shall be maintained Ly the joint ef-
fort of the European powers.

It may confidently be hoped that
these measures will greatly curtail
the desolations of this horrible traffic
in flesh and blood. More than this
cannot be expected till European
philanthropy can draw the ligatures
of repression more closely and strangle
the hydr in its inmost retreats.

In regard to the liquor traffic, the
problem is still more difficult. In this
case it is the civilized powers them-
sclves that are the offenders. The
dark tide of poison that deluges
the coasts of Africa flows from so-
called Christian lands. The Govern-
ments of Great Britain, France, and
Germany are ready to capture slave
ships on the Red Sea—are they pre-
pared to confront the liquor interests
of their own realms?

The attitude of the United States is
still more doubtful. In 1885, when
Great Britain, France. Italy, and Aus-
tria were ready to unite in an effort
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to suppress the introduction of liquor
and fire-arms into certain groups of
the Pacific Isles, where terrible havoe
was being produced, the State Depart-
ment at Washington refused to join,
Public sentiment in Europe has not
credited our Government with the
highest and purest motives for this re-
fusal, nor has it hesitated to declare
that the respunsibility of failure rests
with the United States and Germany,

What the Cunference at Brussels has
accomplished in reference to the liyuor
traffic, is to affect an agreement that
beyond the present coast belt—rather
a bruad one unfortunately—the liquor
importations shall not extend. This
is sumething to be thankful for, and
it puints tv the interior as the most
hopeful mission field. It affords an
answer also to thuse—some of them
Christian men—who have been reads
to conclude that Mohammedanism,
with its strung prohibition of all in-
toxicants, would, for the preseut at
least, offer a better evangel tv Cen-
tral Africa than our Christian faith
coupled with the vices of Christendoum,

In any view, the outlook of Africa
is mixed with light and shade. Its
problems are too great for humnan
wisdom; too great for the Cunfercnce
of the Powers.

TUnfortunately, the Mohammedan
slave traders of Africa have two
words which they may huri back
with terrible forcein the face of Chris-
tian nations: “Opiam!” “Rumn!™ And
they are not careful to discriminate
between Christianity and Christen-
dom. They take no account of any
difference between the counsels and
the prayers of the missionary societies
in Boston and the agnosticism and
whiskey of the distilleries not faraway
which are under contract to supply for
the African trade 3,000 gallons per day
for seven years.

Is there any way then for the Chris-
tian church but to look away to the
hills whence cometh her help? It is
the time for a concert of prayer for
Africa. A greater hurden was never
brought to the mercy seat.
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