
TUE NATIVE TRIDES OP POLV19SXA.

ns hie approacbcd thc Gulf of Carpentaria; and Leicliardt nnd bis
followvcrs feil victitus to the spears of tire saine tribes n little more
to theceastward. But as n contrast to this, when Burko nnd bis tivo
couipanioDs werc loft to starve at Coopcr's Orcek, they wcrc sustaiucd
for inany days )by the generous kindncss of tho natives whoun tbey found
in tirat locality. 1 do not attribute thege differences of character tu
differenees of origin. In the north the natives arc botter supplicd with
food, and their ranks arc frequcntly recciving acessions froin tUi ild
tribcs of the archipelago, and probably froin the Malagar peninsular
itsclf; in the saine mariner, thougli i n a less dcgree, as tire Philippine
Islands receive rcinf'orcements froni China and tire oti... Asiatic coasts.

Tire character of the average Australian is noted rather for its nega.
tive than for its positive foatures; by which I do net mrenu tint t1rcsil
people are incapable of improvemcnt. As a rule tlrey arc indolent and
ap-athetïe. They ditslike any tlring tînt gives theun trouble, and stili
tbey are patient and persevering. They will pass two or threc days
witbout food rather than exeit theniselves to find a daily supply, urrless
at least it is close nt band and can bc hiad without inucli effort. If'
they are in want of fire, they wîiI often prefer tu travel for another duy
or two, in the hope of g-etting sonire froint thcir neiglibours, titan take
the trGuble to 64 mace" it for tîretnselves. Yet tlrey will plod along
over nrany long miles un'ler a burning suri, without food, te change
their location ; or they wilI spcnd weeks diligently earving out a boom-
erang or a waddy, 'witlr a few rough stoues. I lave always found tliese
people faithfül and trustworthy conipanions. I have travelled anion-
thent through a wide area of country, and alrnost always alone. 1 have
associated with many tribes and met with theni at different tumes under
very varied circuimstarrees, aud I have always found theni uniforiffly
frierrdly and kind, ever ready to render me a service even at their oivn
personal ineonvenience. They have a keen sense of honour. They
wi]l enter upon undertakings of hardship or danger for a master or one
'wlroi tbey regard as a friend, and they wili not hesitc-te to risk their
lives in bis service. They arc subniissive and ever ready to do a k-igid-
ness to a friend, ;f thcy find hini in need or distress. But while this
is the result of ury experience ationg theni, I nmust add that in all nry
intercourse with aborigines tribes in any part of tire world, I have ever
made it an invariable iule to treat theun with kindricîs and confidence.
1 helieve tîrat to trust in their right intentions wilI go farther to %in
their frienîdship than a very larg e amount of bribery, and tIre effeet is


