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LEFTHANDEDNESS.

BY DANIEL WILSON, LL.D., ZI'. 1..E.

Under the titis of IlRighthandeclness," the specialities of this
common attrihute of mnan, and tho sources and characteristics of the
occasionil deviation from it, have bèen~ discussed in a former paper.*
I now propose, undèr the present titie, to; supplenient it with soins
additional suggestions and illustrations.

If righthandednQ ss can bc referred to any anatomical cause-
sucli as the position of the 'viscora, their relative weight on the two
sides of the body, tho developinent of the subciavian arteries, or the
predominanca of one of the cerebrail hemisphres,-then its general
prevaience, or assumcd universaiity, axnong ail races and i ail ages,
is easily accounted for; and lefthandedness Miay be traced, wÎth
reasonable probabiiity, to a reversol of the normdl anatorn ical con
ditions of tîhe body. But no theory is of any value which fails
to account for the exceptional lefthandedness, no Iess than for the
prevalent righthandedness. Thle evidence of iighthandedness as a
predominant habit is obvious; but its souréd is not yet, certainly
determined, and acquires a frcsh iliterest i s0 far as this iiatural
endowment or habit is peculiar to maxi.

If righthandedness is refèrable to anatomîcal causes, some traces
of it xnay bo looked for amaong mammalia geuerally, ana especiàly

*Canad"a Journal, N. S., VoL zAi, p. 193.


