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have produced an unparalled change in

many districts in the United Kingdom.—
They have shed a flood of light on the
public mind ; they have exalted the stand-
ard of temperance ; they have, in many
places, produced a great reformation in
the courtesies of life, and in the opinions
and practises of the community ; they have
checked the free drinker in the midst of
his career ; and they have had most de-
lightful evidence that, by affording shelter
to penitent drunkards from compulsory cus-
toms and base temptations, they have, tn ma-
ny cases, been the means of their reformation.

When Temperance Societies conmenc-
cd in America, they had no expectation of
being able to reform drunkards. Drunk-
enness, they said, is a strecam too rapid,
and too near the sea, to admit of any at-
tempt to stop its progress :—we will go to
the fountain head ; we will cut off the
sources of drunkenness ; so that, when the
present headlong flood shall have passed,
its chanmel may he forever dry. To their
astonishment, however, they found that,
before two years had elapsed, five hundred
drunkards had been reformed. Another
vear has passed, and seven hundred have
been added to the number. In Ireland
and Scotland the result has been similar.
There is scarcely one of our Societies
which does not number among its mem-
bers reforméd drunkarks. The rcason is
now obvious. TFormerly drunkards could
not be reformed because the opinions and
practices of the temperate forbade the re-
formation. Not to drink was to be unso-
cial, inhospifble, penurious, beggarly; and
to refuse drink excited suspicion ; for none
could imagine how any man could refuse
so good a 4ju¥s as spirits, unless sworn
against'it.” So long as the humble mecha-
nic drank freely, ho had many companions,
many to cheer him,én ; bat from the mo-
ment that for his wife nd family’s sake, or
for his conscience sake, or for the sake of
his immortal soul, he reselved.to abstain,
from that moment he was a-marked, de-
graded iman ; he could attend no social
meetinds of his companions, for in all their
meetings a part of their employment was
drinking ; or, if hie did attend, it was only
to serve as a butt for ridicule, to have his
degradation sealéd by every circulation of
the bottle, and to'proclaim to all around,
1 dare not taste,’ for my appetite would
overcomé' my réason.  ‘With the common
{eelings-or strength of a man how could
he stiand 2 But'now the scene is changed,
aud chiinged for’ever. ' The drunkard, re-
solved on " reférmation, sees around him
Societies of the Temperite, united for. the
purpose of givirig respectability to absti-
nence from that the use of which is 'the
<chief cause of drunkennéss'; and, so_soon

as they have sufficient evidence of the sin-
cerity of his good intentions, they receive
him into their number, and shelter him
from the world's temptations and scorn, in
that refuge shich they have opened. The
success of tzmperance socicties in Ameri-
ca has been great beyond parallel. Though
they commenced only'three years since,
under the most disadvantageous circum-
stances, on a population who were drink-
ing on an average cight gallons annually
each adult, yet, by their means, the con-
sumption of all intoxicating liquors has
been decrcased three fourths, even in some
of the largest towns.

Temperate men and women! with you
and with you alone rests the power of ba-
nishing intemperance from our land. Both
sexes have suffered, both should rise
against the common enemy ; both possess
moral influence, both should exercise it;
with both the truth spohen in love is migh-
ty through God to the pulling down of
of strong holds, and both should work
with holy emulation in the common cause.
The plan is simple, the work is great, the
means are good. By the force of truth,
by the influence of example, in dependeuce
on God's aid, your victory is sure. The
cause must finally triumph, unless God’s
word can return to him void—the - cause
will triumph now, unless retarded by the
general apathy of the temperate ; but re-
member that, if you give not your whole
hearts to the work, you are accountable to
God' for every difficulty and hindrance
which through your indifference may be
thrown in its way. Do not consider it
enough to abstain from spirituous liquors
—let it be known without osientation that
you do so. Have you any influence that
you would withhold from such a cause, or
would you refuse to folloiv where consci-
ence leads, for fear of becoming the song
of the drunkard ? Acting on the principle
of abstinence as an ‘insulated individual,
your inftluence will be but small; acting
in union with many, your influenceé will be
incalculable. The iacrédible effects pro-
duced by the different societies now at
work througliout the world have tavght a
lesson by which all should ‘profit. How
insignificant-is any mémber of these socie-
ties as an ‘individual ! "how great ishe as a
part of a mighty system that is sweeping
away as chaff inveterate superstitions, and
moulding at will the destinies of nations!
One and ariother in this and ‘that district
of country-abstaiti ; ‘but theéy arc unknown
to cach other and to'tlie world, and their
strength is feebleness. Unite them toge-
ther by ‘& ¢omnion bond, and at once they
rise to new life,—tlicir vigoui,theéif strength
their influence, their nieans of efecting re-

formatioi, are &Il -incalculably increaséd.

Without urion no great reformation « u
be accomplished ; by union, on gaod pri: -
ciples and by good means, every thing cut
be done that ought tobedone. The -
gistering of namies is one of the very n.-
blest and most effective parts of the great
system of Temperance Reformation. 1+
gives consistency, and concentration, i,
permanence. ‘The members know cach
other; they support each other: thcir
hearts beat high for each other’s welarc.
and cach man knowing that so et
friendly eyes are upon him, and bding
decply interested, not merely in the sup.-
port of his own honour and the he-
nour of the society of which he is
member, but in the success of the camrnon
cause, there is furnished to the world «
most delightful practical illustration ot the
words of the wisest of men,—* Two are
better than one, and a threefold cor:l -
not casily broken.”

Temperance Societies disclaim ale con-
nexion with party; they use no weapon
but truth: they court investigation ; they
wage no war with persons or profussions.
but only with opinions and praciices; they
deal with human conscieaces, and t.ir
sphere is the region of the mind ; thcy -
quire no oaths or vows of any kind, but
stmply an expression of present conviction
and determination. Their whole constitu-
tion may be expressed in one short scu-
tence :—We resolve to abstain trom dis-
tilled spirits, and by all proper means to
discountenance the causes and practices
of intemperance.

Tu the Editor of the Temperance Advovite.

Sir,—If you have room, and think pro-
per to give the following pertinent and
well written address an insertion in - your
valuable paper, you will much oblige

A SUBSCRIBER.

To the Retailers of Avdent Spirits in Hut-
land County.

GenTLEMEN,—At a Temperance Con-
vention, composed of delegates from most
of the towns in the county, recently as-
sembled.in Rutland, the undersigned werc
appointed a committee to address you in
behalf of the convention, on the subject
of the traffic in ardent spivits as a drink.~—
Permit us, therefore, in the name and> be-
half of a large.and respectable assembly of
your fellow citizens, respectfully and atiec-
tionately, but.with deep earnestness, to
press upon your consideration the reasons
whigh have induced..this convention to joiss
their voice with the voice of mulitudes
among.the wisest, best, "and most’ distin-

guished men-in.every part of our -land in



