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PROPOSED CONCERT FOR PRAYER.

which they are pluced. The peculiar state of the continental nations of Europe
previous to the rise of the present war—the present mournful war itself, in its aif-
ferent aspects—the moral and religious state of our own beloved country, a state s¢
promising in some points of view, so threatening in others, a state of fierce conflict
between the powers of good and of evil, which must lead, and that soon, either to
the most delightful or to the most disastrousresults—the very peculiar condition of
the vast colorial possessions of this country—the wonderful revolution winch has
taken place an? isin progress in Ching, a country comprehending so large a propur-
tion of the inhabiw'nts of our globe—the singularl; interesting state of the inbabi-
tants of our vast possessions in India, amid the breaking up of their ancient super-
stitions— the condition of the two great systems of impousture and reiigious tyranny
which have so long and so effectually checked and opposed the progress of genuine
Christianity, Popery and Mahommedanism—and the urgent calls which missionsries,
in all parts of the hesthen world, are making for increased help and blessing—all
these present to the refiecting Christinn mind overwhelming reasons why the disci-
ples of Christ, the true friends of mankind, should, as one man, uaite in the ase of
what Seripture teaches them to consider as the grand means—the means that secures
all other necessary mexns—of af once arresting the-evils which seem inpending, and
securing the Dlessings which seem ready to be bestowed on the churck and the
world. .

The proposal made in the address referred to is, that Christians should agree that,
so far as possible, some portion of every day should be spent in special prayer for
certain blessings bearing on individual Christian improvement, ¢a the revival of a
spiritual Christianity in the church, and on its dissemination throughout the world.

It i= not doubted that the adoption of this proposal in good carnest will lead {o in-
creased prayer on these suljects at the family altar, in the devotions of the assem-
bled charches on the Lord’s day, and in social meetings for prayer, whether con-
gregational or select, whether periodical or occasional; but the ohject specifically
and principally aimed at is to secure increased prayer daily in secret about the mat-
ters referred to, Tt is mnst justly observed, that it can scarcely be quesSoned ihai
the chicf want among us lies practically in the restraining of Peniel-like wrestling
with God in sceret. It is comparatively easy to give attendance on meetings; itis
an~* -r thing *o *take hold of God day after day in secret, spart from the excite-
ments of a crowd.”* 7Whiie no meeting, hewever numerous, would secare suclke
prayers, these seeret prayers could scarcely fail to secure such meetings, and, what
is still more important, secure the truth and reality of the exercises in them.

Tt ix wished, then, that every day those who jr.a in the concert shoul., humbling
themselves hefore God, under a deep sense of guilt, depravity, and helplessness, and
making confession of the sinfalness of our race, our own individeal sinfulness—our
sine ac memhers of families—our sins as members of churches—ovuc sius as belong-
ing te a civil community, engage in earnest prayer, that we may be forgiven and
sanetified—that the Holy Spirit m:.y be shed forth abandantly on oursclves, our
fellow-Christians, our fellow-men—that we and all our brethren in Christ may ba
better fitted to honour God and do good to mankind —that the churches of Christ
may be revived, becoming more pure, more united, more spiritual, and more zcal-
ous, active, and successful in the good work of the Lord—that the ministsy mag be
rendered more enlighterfed, more faithfal, more affecticnate, more laborious—that
the gnspel may be more fully and purely preached—that fam™Yes mag become nar-
series far the church on earth, for the church in heaven—th. - all divire institutions
may be rendered effectaal for these purposes by divint influcnce—that all things
in the churches may be increasingly ordered according lo the miud and will of the
Lord, a< wade kuown in the Scriptures—that God would protect our conntry from
all danger—that Ile would bestow heavenly and spiritual blessings on our beloved
Sovercign, her con<ort and children, and ail our magistrates—that He would im-
press on all clasces a grawing horror of war, and desire of peace—that Hle wounid
make our rulers clearly to uaderstand and faithfally to perform the datics of the
preseat crisis—that He would protect and bless those who keep the batile from our
gates, and make the hazards and sufferings of warfare the means of spirituay good
to our <oldiers and sailors—that He would turn war into peace, and scatter those
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