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wvhichi are to support the load. As
the Pile grows the liorses are made
to assist in building it up, just as,
they did in 1' deckingy up-" the skzid-
wvav, while a cant-hook man, the
" top-1oader,-" stands ready to receive
cacdi loir and guide it to its place.
It is dang(,erous wý,ork,--top-loading.
in fact, the luxnber-jack is alw'ays
in more or less dangyer, no0 matter
whiat part of the job lie is engaged
upon. A- tree inay fali in an -unex-
pected direction and crushi Min be-
fore hie can escape, or the butt mnay
leap sidewise as it leaves the stump.
An axe may glance and open an
artery, fromi which lie nay bleed to
*death. A dlai-i miay break and let
at log roll back upofl hinii; and in
former years it wvas not unknown
for a man wrigalone to be set
upon by wild 'beasts, thougli this
is a thing that seldomi lappens
nowadays. The danger from fallingr
branches is aliwayS 1resent ir'hen one

is incer the trees,, for dcad limibs
;Irc lable to drop at any moment,
withiout -%arnîng, and somnetimes
without any apparent reason.

But the top-loader is the mnan
who, runs the rceatest, risks. for hie
has littie room in which to work
and lie is lable at anv time to be
caughlt andl crushed between the
logs, or teb ]ose his footing, or to, be
knoeked off the load and thrown
to thie groiund, perhiaps with a log
on top of him. «Mauy a man lias lost
lis life while putting the « peaker"
on the load. And another danger-
ons task is that of the men Who
" break down -" thle front of the skid-
way and " send up) " to, the top-
loader; for now and then the logs
becomie cornenied to.c.ether with ici-
and snow, and in, loos--ening thein
the cant-hook nien are liable to, start
an avalanche of tiniber whichi inàv
crushi t.ier before they. can g7et out
of the wav.


