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tho whole Dominion of Canada. Now
%vert> tho brethrcn forming tho first
l'restytory to corne downi froîîî their
scats of glory instead of finding theni-
selves three iii clo5e conununIIIion and five
VItheis standiing outside, they would ho
weiconîed by 15 ininisters in the Truro,
Presbytery (ivho would, not a8k wheth-
ee 1hey ivere Burghors, Aitiu«es or

Kiknn>by 16 ili Pictou, lere Dr.
blacGrcgor ivas then a aolitary laboror,
besids ten jiot iii the union ; by 32 in tic
Presbytery of Halifax, and by 117 in the
etiiez Preshyteries of the church whoro
there wvas thon îîot a singlo Preshytorian
tninister, or 170 in ail. And iii the whole
clîînzcch t.hey would see 748 ministers withi
riames uponi the rolîs of Presbytery, and
68 oahers whlose nanies are xîot, nîaking a
total of 816;, bosides probationers and stu-
dent catechists. To which wo have to add
One Presbytcry îîot roporting, and if wo
wotid also add those brethron who have
tiot grone into tlîe union, Uie wlîolo would
ziunîber îlot less than 850 Preshyterian
ininisters.

Let us xîext look at the nunîber of pas-
toral charges, the nuinher of preaching

bdcesolonging to, thom, and the aunber
4)f mission stations. It is ditUicuit to as-
certiin exactly the nuinber of places of
Iprewliiiîg a hundred ycars ago. but if we
sup)lxso tiat eaclî of these eighit iniisters
suppiied twvo places regý,ularly and one mis-
3ifiii station occasion:fl y, this wouid 1)0 24
places supplied, more or iess regulariy,
whichi i my opinion would ho over the
iwark.

N~ow wve have reported iii the Lower
Provinces, 178 pastoral charges with-432
preachiuig places, besides 40 mission fields,
ïn w~hich there wore 130 îareaching places
supplied last year, a total of s.ay 562. In
thu Prcsbytery of Truro alone there are 36
places Of~ P)rcacliîiîg iii connection with
«irigregation&, and 13 ini mission fields; iii
ectui 39 iii ail; in Halifax 86 in ail; iii
t1fe Maritime Provinces as just said 5C2.
ln the whole churcli there %vere reported
173 pastoral charg«es with 1C,48' preachiîîg
places, and 319 mission stations wvith 780
pre3,ching places, or a total of 2427, to
whiciî if wo add for a whoie Presbytery
and 55 other congregations which made
ao retura, the whole numiber of places
wlwre our niniisters proclaini the gospel
wvith more or Iess regularity ivili ho con-
aidcrably ovor 250W.

Tion as to conmnunicants wvo can oniy

niake a gucss at the nuinher iii 1786. Tho
sacraient of tho Lord's Supper had nover
ben dispensed in Pictou, an(l probahly
some of tho otiier places whiero iiisters
iworo stationed iwero not iniiiimt't ba~ter
condition. I question if there would ho
over 600 iii ail tho congregations. But
now in tho Presbytery of Truro alono thero
wero Iast yoar admitted to communion, on
a profession o>f faith, 626; wvhile the whole
number of communicants iii that Presby-
tory ivas 3615; in tho Lower Provinces
27,601, and in the whole Ohurch 127,611.

The ijutber of Preshyterians in tiieso
Provinces iii 1786 cannot ho ascertained
%with oven an apl)roacll to accurticy, but at
the census of 1881 the nuinber in the
Maritime Provinces without Newfound-
land, wvas 189,211, and in the Dominion
tr76,105.

Snch is the progress of the Ohiurcli out-
wardly. But intelligent Christians will
say, and our fathers, could they corne into
our midst, %vould say: wliat about its in-
termai condition ?The streath of a church
is not in its numbers, but in its conformity
to the image of the risen Saviour, and
thus ini its capacity to do the work of the
Lord. How is it with us iii this respect?
Is there proportionially to the numnbers i.
the church more of vital godliness now
than tlître ivas iii the days of our fathers ?
Is the tone of piety higher than it wvas or
is it loîvering? These are questions -very
difficuit to decide. To determine them
accur-ately would require us to examine
the subject iii various aspects, and care-
f ully to iveigh a variety of considerations,
but I can only toucli on a few points, froxin
which I think it ivili appear that, if there
are tiome respects in whlîih our fathers ex-
celled, yet on the whole iii every thing
that conceras the real characeter and objecri
of a churcli, ours lias ný.oIe nlotable a-1
valne Ms

1'By their fruits ye shaîl know them,"
says our Saviour, and applying this test,
lot us consider the ineans, which she la
enîploying to advanco the cause of God.
I hiave already referrcd to, the 180 mninis-
tors preaching the gospel iii the Lower Pro-
vinces, ovor 800 at work in the whole
churcli. But consider in addition the con-
~regational rnaelinery. Take. Sabbath
Sclîools for example. Now I do not say
that there wore no Sabbath-schools in
those days. I believe that such institu-
tions, as thoy are now conducted, are mnore
1after the forîn of old, Puritant times than
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