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NATURAL HISTORY FOR THE LITTLE ONES.
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THE O'I-AN.

'le Ocean, oftcn calied the sea, coverb thiree-fouirthis
of the eartiî's surface. Its water is sait and in constint
motion. Ili al bye counitless Iish, and on its surface
very miany shîps sail froin one country to another, carry-
ing people, provisions, ciothing, and various articles for
usbe or mnient.

'l'lit Ocean is uiseful to us îlot oui>' in furnishing fish,
but as a great highway for ships. There arc miany child.
ren whio have neyer seen the ocean, or eaten aniv of its
fii, or seen anything tiîat wvas brouight iii a ship. 1 -est
such children should thierefore think that flic ocean is of
rio use to them, and tliat it would have been better if the
earth were miade witiî pretty fields, farrns, and gardens
ai over it, thcy should know that without the ocean no
chiid, nian, bird, or animial could live on the earth.

Animais live nîostiy upon grass, vegetables, or grain of
-,orne kind, which grow on the farms aiîd fields.

'l'ie rain waters the fields and farnis, Mis streams,
rivers and lakes, -nd fuirnishes drink for mien and cattie
and aIl creatureà that live on the earth. %%'len tire
vaîour or nîoisture iii the air free'es, it faiks in tire formn
of snow. %%'lien the drops of rain freeze before they
rcach tire grournd, thcy fali in tire forin of liail.

Fromi this you iînay readily understand how a certain
(drop) of wvater niay be changed to vapour, rise fromn tire
ocean, be carried by the winds far away and over the
land, changed back to water, fali on the grouîîd, siiîk
down belov' the surface, find its va>' to a spring, realîlear
iii the overflow, rosi down a hilîside, and becoîne part of
a ril, rivulet, brook, or other littie stream. 'l'lie streain
flows on, fails over steel places, forming Cascades or
waterfails, sursis miii wbieis, receives other btreams,
i)ecoines deecp enough and wide enougbi to float large
steamnboats, and at last fiuîd' its tva> into the ocean.
Tlhus that littlc drop of water, after a long and curious
journey, nia' rcturn to tie place it started fromn.

As the !and on the carth's surfaâce is highcer tbaiî the
ocean, you ail know that tire water of the ocean couid
iîot mis ri) and over t'ae land.

Now, how do the waters whicbi you find on the land,
even on vcry high lands, sucb as springs, rivers, and
lakes, get there ? They are forined i)y ramn or mneiting
snow. Whiere do raiiî and snow corne froîîî ? From
vapour or clouds. Where do vapour anîd elouids
conie froin ? 'l'lie oc:eai.

Ail of you who have seen a kettie or pot of water boul-
iiîg have noticcd that soiiietiîing white, like smokc, rose
fions the toi) of the water. It wvas iîot sinoke, but
vapour. Vapour is Uic water so thiinned ont by heat as
to become liglit enough to rise iii the air. Have you
îlot also seen the inside of windows in cold weather ail
wet with drops? 'lle vapour coming near the cold
window is only changcd back agaiin to watcr.

If aîîy of voir shuid hold a cold substanîce, such as a1
iîitclier filled with snow, or ice, or cold water, over boul-
ing water, you wouid sec thc vapour risc, and as scion as
it, touched iliat cold substance it would be changed into
drops. 'Ihat: is tie way ramn is fornied.

As cool air cannot hold as much vapour or muoisture
as warni, dry air, sorae of the inoisture falîs iii the forni
of rail. '1'lat which fails on the land waters the fieids
and farnms, and fills the streamns and lakes.

'l'ie occan, tiien, supplies or l'ills ail tire Likes, ponds,
rivers, and streaiuîs .every dirop> of water on the surface
or uîîder the surface of tire land, ouî the iintaiiî top or
#si tht' i1epcst v.îJIeys ; :J1 thme watt-r of the -tids and
Sp rinigs ;aili t lmioisture which ii at s Iin i le a ir ;a nd ali
raiîî, sîîow, liail, or dewx.

Th'Ie words ocean aiit sea airc olten tise(i to refer to,
the whlîe body of sait w.,ter on the eartiî ; wicli ina>' be
Considered as divided into Ilive parts, aisoi called oceans.
'l'iere are live oceanis : P>acifie (Icean, Atlantir Occasn,
Indian Oceaîî, Arctic Oct-an, Antarctic Oit-an.

At our 'pijîal ref)ime8t, crie of our firt scitisii; lins tiîîdertik-îîi
t),,. ilIJ-r%.Iihosl of tWciîj îrmiiîig Delpai tîîi'îît. A Qtiestiiîi Box
lins lKe-î nib'îî(,îI, iti theî Edi tor lias mitîchleak'sîîijii m aki m: the
ca-oi Knttjoîi oï lpi- relus tlîroiglîi this iueanus. Aîiîlressl' li

'Nîiirnl l[stnry Questiosi Box,- Youso ('AN*Auii.N, Box 1896,.
Mo>tn-ar,îl.

(To be C(iiuied.)

110W TO MAKE A FISH SPEAR AND A WICK TORCH.

"I1 don't know !Shure I zive'r /r>ied," i: die answer
reportcd to have been mnade by anr Irishiuîn, wh'lîn asked
if lie could play tic fîddlc. No doubt tiiere arc mnany
boys who uvould give a like reply if asked if they could
spear a1 fisii.

An aniateuir's furst attcnîpt at casting a spear uvili lpro-
baly] ineet with about the saine success as " P>addy
iniit ire expcctcd to achieve iii bis lirst triai of a fiddie;
but alinost anlything cau be accoinpiied by practice.
'l'îlie kecti eîîjoymcîît of tue fishier w~ho by bis skiil and
dexterity hias succcedcd iii :triking a finle fisi, eali only
be conîparcd to the plecasaiit triumiph of lus brother
sI)orisiiiai iii the lfieid who lias juîst secuired tw> iirds
b>' a difficult double-siiot.

IiOW 'l'O MAKE A FISI] 5i'KAi(.

Make the shaft or bandit- of any straiglit stick or piole,
sevciî or ciglit feet long ; trimi it down, and te!,t tue
weiglbt occasionaliy b>' baiancing it iii tue iiaiid. Wh'len
the shaft seemns to be about tue propcr weîglit, il. shouid
be le-t aloîîe, and attenîtion dirccted to the barbs for tile
heatl of the- spear.

Iii placc of tue ordinary single pîoint
generaily uscd as a spear hcad, the- lisli-
ing sîear nia' bie suppicd witii Iwo
points, as showui ii tue illustration.
An> biard, elastie miateriai wiii do for
tue ht-ad, sl)lit baiiiboo or canse, two
picces of hecavy iron ivire, filed to a
point aîîd îîotchcd into barbs uipon tue
inside, as shown iii tht- diagrain, or the-
ploints îîîay i)e mîade of bone like the-
lisl arrows used b>' tire inhlabitants of
Vauîcouîvcr's Islanîd. \'ery liard wood
wuill aiso aiiswer for the spear bt-ad.
Aftcr tue head pieccs arc îîotciîcd aîîd
poiiîted, tbey siîould be firinly bound to
tue spear at a point a few inches bciow
tire end of tue shaft. A couple of siali
wcdges drives) ini bctwveui the- siîaft aiid
the- points xvili diverge tue latter, as iii
the- illustrationi. After tiîis is acconi-
piislicd, lasi the barbs fîrinly on up tc
tire hicad of tue shift. If a Iishi be

Ustruck by oîîc of tiiese wcapouis, it w~illU be mîext to imîpossible for it to escape.
'l'lie elastic points at lirst suddcnly

sh)read apart as the spear strikes the fush's body ; tue
îiext inîstant tlîey v'iolcitly contracr, holdinîg tue fish
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