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THZ BOMUS NIAiE
Notwitlistanding ail tlîat liae been

urged agninist the bonus systeun by coin-
niercial writers and others, wvho have
given, tie inatter careful attention, it
sc ..s dificuit te educate niany coin-
inunities te a propor understandting of tlie
question. Ueually wlien a bonus propo.
sition je suhmitted, a very superficial viow
of the question is taken. ]t is argueci
that tlie establishment of the industry
wili bring a certain number of workniien
into the place, wlîo wilI receive a certain
amount in wages, which latter wiil ho dis-
trihuted aniong tlîc coi..tinunity. The
proposed nanufactory, it le generally sup-
poeed, wili lead te tie encouragement and
developinent of otier industries, and se
on tie steady and rapid progress of the
tewn wili be assured. The person wie
has the courage te oppose tic proposcd
bonus will be dubbed a "rnoss-hack," or
somo such teri supposed to denote a
party who is away behind tie tinies, and
not desirous of keeping iu tie van of pro.
gress. It wilI moreover be assertcd that
froi corne sinister motive lie is opposinga
tîze best interests of the place, and eîî-
deavoring te retard its natural progress.
The chances of the manufactory proving
a finauciai failure are scarceiy considcred,
wien a bonus proposition is before a coin-
niunity: and the circumistances uecessary
for the success ef the iiîdustry are ail but
neglected. Supply and dcmaud, competi.
tien, markets, rates, etc., are miner mat-
ters. Only the briglit side of thc picture
je presented, and shewing a busy town,
"1boomiug" with industry. The glib.
tongued, itinerant, hoinus.seeker, with lus
pera-.bulating industry, will easily dispel
any icis-iviflgs as to tlîe suceess of the
uudertaking, the bonus is granted, and
the usual recuIt is that a einmiercially
retten institution is established at th3
public expense.

In Ontario at the preseut timie, tic
bonus-fever le raging at several points, in
the face of the nuany complete failures of
bonused industries wlîicl tîme receuthistory
of that province furnisies. A feature of
the business there is found in the meve-
ment of manufaeturing establishnments
from eue point te another. The man-
agers of tottering concerns take advantage

of tue bonus systei te ofler tlîeir businîese
for sale te tue coniniity wldch will
gfraîît tîmo largest bonus. Persons who,
tlîrouglî lack of business c'apacity, sec
themnsclves ncaring tinamejai disaster, wili
grasp et a bonus proposition as a nieans
of stustainiing for a tiîni at least tlîcir
sliattcred business. Thmis wilI acceunt f or
the many instances o! the renioval of iii-
dustries froin eue town to anotlier, until
tlie business liasbeconxo a perfect nuisance.
It nay he takea)for granted as an assurcd
fact, tlîat wliere an industry je in a pros.
perous conditionî, the propriotors will not
pull up stakes aîîd rush te a îîow fieldl for
the sake of a few tlîousand dollars iii the
way of a bonus. The lose of tinie and
trade and tie ciianging of a certaiîîty for
an uncertainty, wouid (leter tîme proprio.
tors of a prosperous business frein acce.pt-
ing sueh a pr6pesitien. Oniy concerne
wvhicli alrcady smiel of disiîitegràtion are
put iii tlîe market for tlîe largest bonus.

It is selioin tlîat tîme "1eternal fitnese of
things" je considered closely iii connection
with a bonus schienie. If such wvere thie

Fcase the bonus would seldom be granted.
It will usually be founcl that next te~ the
parties wiîo are te receive tue bonmue,
certain speculative property ewners are
the uneost anxieus to have tic bonus
grainted. Tliese latter have ne real bu,.i.
ness intereste in tlîe town, and tlîey iii-
dulge the hope, oftd.-n te be dispelled, tliat
whiist the exciteîneiît is ou tiey wili ho
able te dispose of their proporty and -et
out, Muuaiy coinmunities, ini Manitoba as
wveli as in etîmer parts of Canada, have re-
aiized tlîis wlien it wva,, tee late, and wvlen
the burden o! increased taxation liad te
be met, witiout thp promîised benefits.

Tho bonus business, frei principle, is
-wron1g. Commercial enterprises; should
bo left te regulate thmnseives as largely
as possible. If a certain industry is ro
quired, and tic conditions for its estab-
lislînent are favorable, privàte capital
wiil geuerally ho found for the devclop.
mîent -of tic industry. Exeeptionally
favorable opportunities for tie invest-
ment of capital are by ne mieans plentif ùl,
and ail such are usually taken up ln lue
time. On tie otîjer hiand tie ofièring of
bonuses alinost invariably leade ta tie
belstering up of unprofltable concerne,
very often in tic hands of inc-.mpetent
parties. Wlien a bonus is offered for the
establishmnent of a certaini industry, the
idea is oftcn followed of carrying eut the
conditions; as cheaply as possible. Any-
thing ta get the bonus is uot infrequently

the rule wlîich partiei wiIl work on..
Clîeap aîîd ii"oisvcnient builditige8 ai e
érected, and iiiferior înachinery ie used.
'fle iiîdustry never proves a success, and
ia short tiîîîo lapses inte dccay, iii tho

nîeaîsmtimif îieîlîaps prevr"îtieg tho ehtab-
Iiý,iiiiieiit of a similar ii.dustry in tho
town, upon business ptinciples ard on a
colud lissis.

Theî oily excuse whieh eau be offercd
for the granting of a bonus, ie i» cases
wlîere public siecessity actually demandi
the cstablidînent of a certain institution.
Such instances, howevcr, are very rare.
Mloreover, in cases of tlîis kind, the bonus
slîould not be looked open as securing the
enablishîne,ît of an industry on conîînr-'
priîîciples. It ehould ratherbhaconsidet cd
as soinetlîiîg wliich tho conirnunlty would
ho prepared to subinit to the tax to oh-
tain. Where bonuses are granted puiely
witli the idea of aiding the growth of a
town, or securing the developinent of an
iiidustýy for which the place is supposed
to pre-cent advantages, the practice ie
biiiply vicious. If nînnicipalities wiIi
persist iii following sucli a course, the
le«isiaturce would bejustified in adopting
ineasures te effectually check a nuisance,.
whiclî frequently recults se disa3trously
to comnîunities and individuals.

Iii Maniitoba and the Territorice, the
custoins flour miii lias corne nearest the
idea expresse 1 ini the foregoi ig paragraph,
regar ding institutions which really are a
niecessit.y. Stili it je a question if the
bonus systein, as applied to iiour mille,
kas not been productive of more hi±rm
than good. In a few cases wvhere reliable
tirms have accepted bonuses to aid iu
establishing mills wlîich they hFéd pre.
viously contcmplateil erectinig, good re-
cuits I)ad followed. In not a few in-
stances. however, mille wliich are defective
iii construction and incapable of turniing
out a good article of foeur, have been
estahiished. Fleur goîng abroad frei
sucli mills eau only resuit in in.iuring tie
trade of the province, lu other instances
parties wio have accepted a bonus have
since had reason te regret their connec-
tien with the sciemes.

THRE BRITISH IILLNG IIDUSTRY.
We have heard a great deal of lote

regarding tie depression exieting in tîje
British milling industry. At a recent
meeting of the milers of the United
Kingdom, a report was presented by a
cominittea previously appointed te inves-
tigate the causes of the depression. The


