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Messrs S, R. Fostor & Son, St. John, N. B., manufacturers of tacks, shoo
nails, cut nails, oto., slaim that they were tho first manufacturers in Canada
to introduco polishing machines into their works, Thoir works aro embracod
in a four-atory high brick building 100x88 feet, in which are employed an
avorago of fitty hands, Thair products cover a range of over 300 varictios of
goods, and thoir annual consumption of irom, brass, zinc, coppor, ote., is

about 1200 tons.
e o

PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW.

Doxinion.—The peoplo's ropresentatives in Parliamont canuot bs accused
of lothargy, at least wo might reasonably come to that conclusion judging
from tho torront of questions now being poured upon the Ministry, to eay
nothing of the.information being asked for upon innumerablo topics, and
the notices of motion which havo already appoared. By the way, n uotico
of motion is a suggestive torm, a horso gives o notice of motion when he
lays back his ears, and tho bull when ho roars and lowers his hoad. Motion
is just now the ordor of the dsy in the Houso of Commons, and fow
mombers find timo to snatch a coveted five minute nap,

Coming down to businoes, it is pleasing to noto that those who have
chargo of stationary engines will hereafter havo to bo cortificated cugincers.
It is more prudent to turn out incompetent men than for us to run tho risk
of being blown up sky-high through their ignorance A measuro has been
submitted doaling n death blow at tho railway baggoge smasher. and making
it imporative upon railway authorities to have possongers landed upon the
platforms at stations, This measure has our entire sanction ; we havo had
sovoral trunks destroyed by careless baggage men, and wo have before now
heen landed in tho mud several hundred feet from the station platform.
We didn't like these annoyances and discom{orts, but as we wore travelling
on a pass we folt diffident about making formal protests.

Parliamont is to doal with the question of tradoe combines, and it is not
improbabloe that tho Government will be authorized to shut down upon all
such offonsive and defonsive alliances, If our mills and factories do not
shut down also, it will be all right, but co-operation is tho only cure for tho
ills of competition, and as competition has palzied enterprise, withered
dividends, and cut down wages, wo ahould like to seo fair co-operation tested
bofore declaring it illogal,

The report of the labor commissionors forshadows several important
reforms which we most gladly support, and of which we will have occasion
to speak in future issues, but we note that brain laborers have been ovor-
looked, and no roform is suggest~d whereby a poor scribe such as wo aro,
can have his hours of thinking labor reduced, or his wayos inereased, nor is
thero any provision for the govermont’s insuring our life, as it proposes to
do for our fellows who labor with their hande. Why is it that mental
musclo is thus siighted?

Sir Richard Cartwright believes that Canada should wmake her own
treaties irrespective of Great Britsin. This is 8 move in the directior of
independence, and on several grounds commends itself to our judgment, but
thero are grave reasons why such a power might prove a great danger to
Canada under existing circumstances, and the idea is therefore more *anciful
than practical. On this question a party battle will be fought, and the
partizan lines are likely to boe tightly drawn.

In criticising the recont appointments to the Cabinet, Sir Wilfred Laurier
condemned the selection of ox-Governor Dowdnoy as Minister of the Interior,
asserting that the ox-Lioutonant Governor was mainly responsible for the
outbreak of the rebellion in the Northwest Territories. The Promier, in
replying, defended Mr. Dewdney, and said that tho Govornment had been
privately notified by him of tho feelings and intentions of the half-breeds.
Mcr. Laurier, in spesking of tho appointment of the Hon. C. H. Tupper,
said that he was a young man and decidedly ambitious, but recognized that
youth and ambition were not faults,

The Finance Minister, Hon. Mr. Foster, placed the estimates for tho
ensuing year upon the table. Of the proposed cxpenditures t (e following
will be more particularly interesting to our readers :—$60 UCO aro to bo
voted for a line of steamers to ply between Halifax or St. John ar either to
tho West Indics and South America, Thore is increase in the vote for steam
comuunication with the Magdalen Islands of $2,000, and 89,000 is to bo
voted for a daily service during nine months, and a dasily or weokly service
during three months between St. Juhn, Digby snd Awvnapolis. The
subsidies to the Fronch and German lines of $50,000 and $30,000 aro cut
off altogether. Tho P. E. Island steamship subsidy is reduced by $5,000
and the St. Johr and ports in Basin of Minas, by $1,000, the Canso,
Arichat, Port Hood and Mabou by 81,000; tho Grand Manan hine by §500;
and the Halifsx and St. John subsidy for the line via Yarmouth and Port
Medway is reduced. The above reductions have been made, it is understood,
because the Government hold these lines should become self-sustaining.
There is a decreaso of $42,000 in the expenditures for lights, fog whistles,
etc. On the other hand a full account of the $100,000 for the fishery
protection fleet duly appaars. The following are the proposed appropriations
for public buildings in Nova Scotia :—

Anrapolis Post Offico, Custom House, otC..c.esreucenas cestrasrans 819,600
Halifox, Dominion buildings, repairs....... cervecesiseeartaons crrnves 1,500
Sydney, south, Post Office, Custom House, 6tc....ccseeereres soeees 10,00
Halifax oxamining warchouss...cceeevverieessereeserecereannes toernane 300
Anxtigonish public building...... .. ..... reasersesarssrecstanes caeee 650
New Brunswick ccveeriereeesenn Cerseertesetuenatstietastroresresnes creeen 31,950
Harbors and rivers :
Axrisaig, complotion of pior......ceceeeeue eresesrannas et cvese o o weee 6,000
Barrington Passage pier........... oaseesaeanes cerrestens erssereneeneee 1,000

Choticamp, t0 cOMPIOLE eereerrererrrrturersrrrensrerssssinessrreesoranes 2,000

Cow Bay ropairs........... 2,000
East Rivor, of Piolow ceeverericrees varereneas 500
Eatonville, picr 1o comploto...courereriirressesressnimicssnsoririrenees 2,100
MabOU et sraieniiniiiiinieeieticnesnn sresstresareosstace serveeses 1,000

BF L PO NN 0002020000000 00000a0 L0000 2,000

Nooleioisnisenniernennaniennes,
Partridgo Island river..cu.ciiseeenieennsininsnisneennnnesseennes 2,000
Port 1100d, XoPAImB...ccitiicieriiiieiiiermnieimmiesiesrarseccoreneensns 3500
Sheot Harbor, to comploto...uuseciiseeereesroniiasssnesersersessvenses 1,000
Wallaco Harbor...ccsierecrseissssessssrissanescsserossasorssesessaesersss 1,000
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COMMERCIAL.

Tho uvsoasonable woathor that has provailed throughout the winter has
oxorcisod a doterront influence upon trade, but paymonts falling due thus
far this month have boen fairly woll met—in fact botter than was expocted—
and tho proportion of rencwals asked for was considerably loss than many
of our wholesalo cstablishments expected. This hos, of course, created a
fooling of greator confidence, as it was foared that many firms hero would
find thomselves obliged to provide for large deficioncios on maturing country
paper. That such has not been the caso is a source of much gratification, as
it indicates that the country trade is in a bottor condition than was believed.,

Tho stability and worth of our bank-notoes is beginning to attract much atton-
tion, not only among the paporas such as Tue Criric—who have for months
urged tho necessity of substituting a circulating medium under a govorn-
ment guaranteo for tho prosont ubsccured issues of tho banks—but also
among thegoneral public. Of courso somo pooplo will opposo any reform that
may or can be proposed, and wo find that opponents of any chango in the
Bank Act have arison who speciously endeavour to show that the incon-
venionce and losses sustained by tho poorer classses of note-holders in tho
ovent of bank failurcs, ave 8o trivial as not to bo worthy of pvotice. Theso
assert that tho wages of laboring people are paid chiefly in 81, 82 and $4 Domin-
ion notes. Enquiry, however,shows that this statoment is merely an assump-
tion, and is absolutely untrue. Investigation proves that by far tho largest
portion of working men's—and women's—wages is paid in 86 bink-
bills. Tho attompt to make it appear that the poor working people do not
suffor sufficiently to deserve apy attention, when it is well-known that the
losses arising from the depreciation of bank-bills in cases of failuro are folt
very keenly by them, is, to say tho least, amost disingenuous argumont on
tho part of those who care not how they distort facts, provided they can
induce tho government not to touch tho present system of bank circulation,
which they would make out to bo a very ticklish subject. When such
institutions ss the Bank of Montreal and tho Bank of British North Amorica,
ar well as tho groat mass of the public, favor a guaranteed curroncy, wo do not
bolieve that the governmont is likely to pay much heod to agitators who are
ondeavoring to sccure the continuance of the present objectionablo system
for their oxclusive interests and privileges. Not tho working classes zlone
have folt the injustice of the present system. The smaller tradespeoplo
have suffered very heavily by being caught with large amounts of depreciated
bills in their possession, and being compelled to uze the notes, thoy have
had to submit to the inevitable shave, which in some bank suspensions have
been very heavy. The currency of our banks must bo as securo to holders
os are American bills or Dominion notes.

The following are the Assignments and Business Changes in this Provincoe
during the past weck :—J. R. Saunders, tobaceo, otc., Halifax, assigned to A.
Hobrecker ; Daniel A, McIsaae, goneral store, Sydney, N. 8., assigned to J.
S. McNeil, in trust for benefit of creditors; John A. McDonald, general
store, Baddeck, N.S., assigred to Alox. N. McDonald, under indigent
debtors ant ; Shand & Burns, grocers, Windsor, N.S , E, D. Shand & Dimack
B. Burns, co-partnership rogistered Jaun. 31,'89 ; J. E. Morse & Co, whole-
salo toa and tobacco, Halifax, admitted O. E. Smith partner ; Evan Thomp-
son & Co. general store, Elmsdale, N.S., dissolved, Potor M. Fiolding, retires,
Evan Thompson continues and liquidates.

Dradstreet’s roport of tho week’s failures :

Week Prev. Weeks corresponding to
Feb., 8, weeck —~——Fcb, 8——
889 1889 1888 1887 1886

1
Ublted States.. 265 294 234 237 227 1871 1686 1734 1879
Canada........ i 53 43 36 a2 228 245 161 166

Dry Goops.—A fair amount of orders have been recsived during the
pust woek from country dealers for spring goods, and travellers report that
they are meeting with improved success in showing their fall samples. Still
tho gonoral tone of the dry goods trade hos boon slow, It appears that
tradors do not take kindly to tho recent advances offected in cotton goods of
tho various grades by manufacturers. Cotlons are, consoquently, regarded
as extromely slow. While it is conceded that the raw material has become
dearer within the past two months than it was bofore, thore scoms to bo a
general fooling on the part of consumars of manufactures of cotton gonds,
that tho increase of the prices of what they want has been more than is
warranted under the circumstances.

Irox, HarDwWARE AND METALS.—A. little more activity ie noticeable in tho
hardware trade, and & numbor of travellers who are ou the rozd are securing
orders more freoly than they were. Warrants in Glasgow were hammored
down in tho early part of tho week undor consideration to 40s. 6d , but sub-
soquently recovered and at last advices stood at 41s. 6d. No. 3 foundry iron
at Middlesborough is quoted at 33s. 103d. In the United States no real
rovival of trado is noticeahle as yet, but it is too carly to oxpect it. Thoso
interested, howover, confidontly predict a large business during the coming
soason, and oxpect it to set in during the noxt threo or four wooks.

Breapsturrs.—Tho demand for flour continues to bo slow. The market
hag been steady though very quiet, and only a small jobbing trade at
unchanged prices was accomplished. Boerbohm's cable says :—* Cargoos

Failares for the year to date.
1859 1888 1887 1888
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