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HOME AND FARM.

This department of THE CRITIC {2 devotad exddusisely tn the Interesta of the Farners
pthe Maritime Pruvintse,  Contributione upon Agrienitural toplos, or that in any way
wiste to Farm life, are condially fuvited Newny notes of Farmers' patherines or
G meetings will be lm»mpl]y fuscrted.  Varvmers' wives and daughters should make
l,_'{:l‘g:partment. in ‘Tue Crirte nmedimn for the excaanyge of {deas an such matterm as
ore directly affect thew,

WILLOW AND WILLOW FENCE POSTS.

Tho koeping up of farm fences is, a8 wood becomea mory gearee, a sctious
Jificulty, and wire will have to bo used iuatead of boards or poles. Unt
there are fow farmiug diiricts in Nova Scotin where boards cannot be
stained at a cheap rate, hut it is the posts which constitute the chief difti
calty. If the ground is damp they aro likely to rot in a fow years, and in
sy caso they are constantly been thrown out by the frost, so that the finen,
instead of being porpendicular to the gronnd, is at all angles, and is far from
sishtly. A farmer in Cumberland County, who has for many yeirs grown
gillow for basket-making, has n fence surrounding ono fiold, the posts of
shich are live willow trees, Ordinary trees do not anawer for fenco posts,
tacats* their swaying too and fro with the wind loosons the mils which
fusten the boards, or the staples which hold the wire ; but willow posts can
be cut ofl at five feet from the ground, and the tree will still continne to

w and throw out brauches aud leavus as hefore. A slip of willow, if
atuck in the grownd in the spring, will at ouce take root, and in a very fow
yars will b stout cnough to serve the purposes of a fence-post. The
tranches which grow after the tree has heen turnad to 1ts now purpose, can
be cut off dried, and nsed for summer lirve-wood. They make a «uick hot
fire which soon diss out ; and that is j st what i3 required by the farmer's
wife for the summer months,  \While speaking of willow, wo would remijud
our farmerd that Nova Scotia is admirably adapted both as to climate and
«il for the eultivation of osier, or basket-willow ; and as the demand for
this materislds steadily on the increase, soms of vur farmers shonld tury
their attention to growing it. The willow can bo grown upon land that ia
10 wet for other crope, and after the slips aro sot out, it reguires no cultiva
tion whatever. True, the crop of the first year is of no value, but from that
time out u rogular yoarly cutting cin be made B sket makers require
willow of one, two or threo yeara' growth. If cut in tha spning, and peeled
whilo green, it is more valuable than if cut in the autump and .the bark
removed by ateant.  Peeled willow solls in Halifux at from 4} to 7 cts. a
pound, according to quality. A ton of this willow. recently imported for
the workshop in connection with the School for the Bliud, cust in Brighton,
England, 8110, which, with freight and railway chavaes of 330, mado its
actual cost in Halifax 3140. \Villow purchased in Outario by tho managers
of tho samoe establishment, cost 8 cts. per pound landed in Halifax. The
demand for willow will hereafter bo steadily on the incrcase in this pro-
vince, a8 the young men who aro being trained as willow-workers in the
institution referred to, will suon be starting for themselves in the chief
centres of population. It is estimated that the yivld of willow upon one
are averages a tou per annum,

Poraro Cuirure.—Some interesting experiments have bren made iu
potato culture by a Mr, Horsey of Maine, from which wo may gather u fow
practical lessons.  Mr. Hersey finds, as the result of potato planting daring
the past six years, that amall whole potatoes are generally quite ax prolific
as seed cut from luarge potatoes. I the weather is favorable, tho small whole
potatoes sond up stronger aud more vigorous plants than do the cut sced.
He likewise disbeliaves the prevailing 1dea that the seed ond of the potato is
not profitablo for planting, and that it always yiclds small potatoes. Hia
expetience i3 that the sced end of the potato, which contains many small
eyes, is sure to produce one or wore healthy plants, which is not always the
cme with seed cut from other parts of the potato.  Mr, Hersey finds that the
application of salt, at the rate of a handful to the hill, has a beneficial offect
upon the tubers, and that ground plaster sprinkled upon cut seed potatoes is
sdvantagcous to their growth. ‘These aro matters in which we are all
interested, and every farmer should during tho coming season practieally
test them, so that ho may arrive at a conclusion based upon actual experi-
ment. The fairest method for making theso tests is to plant parailel rows
inthe same field ; in the first using salt, as has heen described, in the
weond, using plaster, in the third, sma4ll whole potatoes, in the fourth, the
reed ends of potatoes, &c. Being planted in the same field, the relative
uerits of small potatoes, cut seed, and sced onds, can be fully tested, as also
the value of sait and ground plaster. When these experiments are made on
different patches instead of paraliel rows, no just conclusion can bo ruached,
uit is impossible to estimate the relative condition and fertility of the soil ;
dut, whon planted in the same pateh, a fair conclusion can be arrived at.

Bees.—2Afr. Edifor: It is now about time for our bee-keepers to get
their hives out of the cellar, but iy advice to them'is not tu take them out
wtil there is pollen and honey for them to gather. Two years ago I took
oze of my hives out in April, as the weather was warm and pleassnt, mean-
isg to bring the remaining five out the next day. The weather proving
old I let them stay in the cellar, and did not bring them out uutil the
Queen's birthday. The yield of honey in aach one of theso five hives was
much larger than that from the hive which had boen placed in the open air
more than a month previously. This proves that nothing is to ba gained by
anyiog out the hives beforo there is something fur the Lees to work upon,
and a3 they do not auffer from remaining in the dark cool cellar, 1 think it
beat 10 leave them there during tho wet, chilly spring. Before moving my
bives | opemed the collar in the evening aud let in the cold air. This
thoroughly quiets any of the becs that may have become rostless, and makee

it an easy mattor to carey them out on the following day. 1 now have four-
teen hives, and have made prepamtions to hive every colony that swarma
this year. [ find that honey nells about as quickly as anything produced
upon my farm, and that the work of looking after tho bees is comparatively
a amall matter. W. J. L., Anuspolit County,

New Axvan, No S.—Me. Rlitor: T have Leen a fruit grower for the
past twenty years, and from practical exporience 1 have discovered that in
tho event of drouth during the blovming season, young fruit trees are groatly-
lensfited by being thoroughly witered about the roots, [ balieve that whon
this is done the troes will becomo bnarers at least a year carlior than they
otherwiso would, Youra,

ToMKINS,

Gueexttousr AND Winpow PrLaxts —\Vhether in the greenhouss or the
window-garden, plints that have done their best all winter are now heing
mado ready for their scason in the open air  While they remain within,
the incroasing hoat requires that thoy huve grater cire in ventilatiou and in
freeing them from insects.  Plants that aro takon out in summer, if wantod
to bloom in puts noxt winter, should be kept in the pots; if tarned out in
the open ground, they canuot bo satisfuctorily potted again. [t is mnch
botter to atart with new plants from cuttinga. Such pluts may often bo
plunged in the border, in tho pots, with good results.  Pots that are set out
should stand on a layer of coal-ashes to keop out worms. Such plants
shoulll bo set in partial shade, but never under the drip of troes. Roots of
dahlis and canuag, and bulbs of tuberoses and gladiolus, if laid in boxes of
roil, exposed to the sun during the day, and taken in at night, may be
appreciably forwarded, and ready to plant ont.

‘OUR COSY CORNER.

Mirror-Paintinc.—The firat step in mirror-painting is to decide upon
the design. If this is but a copy, tske a tracing of it off upon ordinary
tracing-paper ; if it i3 to bo an original, arrange thu selected flowers in 4
cood position, exclude all but the uorth light, and draw them to size upon
drawing-papor, and tint them with water-colors to indicate their coloring,
whore tho deepest shadows should fall, and whero the reflected lights thrown
from u transparent lcaf or potal on to another part of the design appear.
By thus obtaining permapent directions as to the managemont of thesc
importaut details, the worker can re-arrange the real flowors daily, so that
tho same offect is producod throughout the piinting, and she will not he
worried by finding that, at a second sitting, all her flawers that were in full
shadow are now in light. Take a tracing of the chief outlines of this
sketch, rub the glass quite clean with a chawois leather, and lay the tracing-
paper upon it, with a sheet of red carbonised paper betwesn the glass and
tho papor ; with tho poiut of a hard pencil go aver tho traced lines steadily,
and removo both papers, when the outline will be clearly seen on the glass.
Mix a little flake-white with medium, add to it a color that matches one of
the flower tints, and sccure their outlinus by going over them with this color
in a fine brush. Match one of the shades of the leaves, and work in leaves
and stems with the green mixture, but work in the first painting of tho
flowors before the outline has dried and before tha leaf-outline is secured.
Work in the deepest shadows first, than the half-lints, and lastly the high
lighte, Mix all these shades on the palette with the medium, apply thom
with an cven haud, and soften and run their odyges intdy each other with a
cloan and dry brush  Use as little piint as possible; put it ou with hut
few touches, and be careful that the outtine of cach petal is clear and not
ragged-lovking. Having toned in the chief patals, work at the under petals
and imitate the tranaparent look of the mnatural under part of a petal
through which the light is passing by a soft gradation from dsrk to light,
making the tone lighter than uature, and ranning the paint tugether with a
fitch brush, whose hairs are softer thau ssbles. While the paint is drying,
outline the leaves and fill in their shadows, medium, reflected, aud high
lights, and leave the work until dry, when re-paint the flowers ant.i leaves,
softening tho color but bringing it up to ita uitural tones, duspaniag such
shadows us lie close to tho high or reflected lights, and blending together
crudo macees of coloring. In the final paiuting add the peculiar markings
of the flowers, vein the leaves, and lightly apply washes of trausparvent
color where the colors require warming up or tening dowa. — Lady's
World.

Cutear MovE or RESbERING GaunesTs Usisrranmante.—The following
is given as a cheap mode of rendering fabrics uniuflammable: Four parts
of borax and threo parts of sulphato of magnosia are shaken up togethor
just before boing required. Tho mixture is then dissolvea in from twenty
to thirty parts of warm water Into tho resultiug solution the atticles to
be protected from fire aro immersed, and when they are thoroughly soaked
thoy are wrung out and dried, preferably in the op-n air.

ADVICE To MOTHERA.—Are you disturbed ut_night and broken of your rest by a sick
ohitd sufferin: and crying with pain of Cutting Teeth ?  1fa0 send at once aud get a bottle
of ** M, Winslow's Soathing Syrup,” for Children Teething. Its valne is incalculable
It will relieve the poor little sutferer iipmediatcly, Depend upon xt,‘motbeu; there is no
mistake about it It cunce Dyseutery and Disrrhiaea, regulates the Stomach and Bowels,
cures Wind Colic, suftens tha Gums, reduces Iutlammation, and vives tone aud enen(y to
the whole nyster, ** M. Winslow's Sonthing Syrup® for children testhing is plemant to
the taste and is the prescription of one of the oldet and best female physicians and nurses
in the United States, and i« for sale by all dmzgists thrughout the world Price twenty-
five centa a bottle. $ie sure aud ask for ** Mas WiNsLOW'S SouTHING Svaue,” and take

no other kind,

A CARD
fo all who are sutferiug froin the errors and indiscretions of youth, nervous weaknesw,
carly deeay, loas of mianhood, etc., T will send & recipe that will cure you, EREE OF
CHARGE. Thiagreat nnmfy was discovered by & wissdonary in South America, Send

A nelf-nddrensed envelops Lo the RRxv. Josrti T, Txmax, Station DD, New York City,



