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oi gravcst philosophical problemns- whatever our views
as te bis solution of them-than in the Graininar of.4ssent,
the .Ess«ty on Development, the Lectures on the Ideal of a
University? Wliere sweeter and more delîcate flowers ut
poesy than in such verses as *1 Lead, Kindly Lighit," or
the esDream of Gerontius " 2 Who lias dispiayed grcatcr
descriptive force, or more coîisumrmate powver of word-
paintinig, than lie who has made anclent Athiens live bie-
tore us? Whose holy enchantment has calied up in the
midst of thenineteenth century, witb its feverish strivings
and incessant movement anîd restless endeavor, the vener-
able shadcs of St. Benedict and bis companions, in the
unbroken cabri and tvntroubled peace of the early manas.
tic institute ? Whio lias "lsorted and numbered the wea-
ponis of ccntrcversy"j with such scientiflc precisioxi, and
employed them with such consummate skill, as the author
of the Très tise oit the Pro phetical Offilce, the lract oit 0,-ed and'
Cation, the .Lectures oit Antglican Di.9iceilies, and the Letner to
the Dtke ofNlorfolk ? While, st higher glory, in a flice fui!
of polemical ste, he bas neyer taken an unfair advan.
tage, or wvon a disbonest victcry.

These are somne of the titles upon whicli Cardinal New
man's dlaim rests to a higb placc in the literature cf bis
country. It is not, however, my prescrnt purpose te con-
sider himi from a merely literary stand-point. Cardinal
Newian bas played a notable part in a most importànt,
perhaps the most important, department ci the aunais cf
our century. Hle is the especial representative of a great
spiritual and intellectual movement, and a ccnspîcuous
leader cf religicus thouglit. It is in tlî:s character that 1
propose now te regard lîun. My object is te sketch the
main outlines of bis hife, and in such rough way as may
be possible te faim an estimate of bis wvorkç. And in ex-
ecuting tlîîs tzsk, my chief materials will be derived from
bis books, ene special note cf wvbiclî is their strcng idi-
viduality. Tlîey are instinct with that egctism wlîich, te
use a happy eýpression cf his cwn, is, in some provinces,
the truest modesty. Bach in its different wvay and its

varying degree, bas, for us, its revelation about the writer.
Thu the Graminar of Assent does for us objcctively wvhat
the Apologia does subjectively. The Essay on Developtnent
is coniessedly a chapter-the last-in the wvorkings cf the
author's mind which issucd in bis subrnîssion te Reime.
There is perhaps ujot eue of his Oxlord Sermons, wvhiclî, as
hie told us of the famous discourse on Wisdom and Inno-
cence, ;vas net wvritttn wvith a secret reference te himself.
His verses are the expressions of personal feelings, the
greater part of them, te give lis own account, grcwing
eut of that religious movement which hie followed sa
faitlîfully I rom flrst te iast. And furtber, we have lus
present criticism upon his former self, his ultimate judg.
xnents up)on bis early views ini the prefaces and notes with

-which lie has enriclied the new editions cf his cld worls.
Then vie possess in his volumes flot orily the story of bis
'life, but, in somne degree, his comment thereon.

Cardinal Newman's life runs with the century. Il is te
the age cf PLUI and F~ox, of Napoleon and Pius VII., of
Scott and Byron, of Coleridge and Kant, that -we must go
back te survey the mioral, political and religicus surround-
ings cf his early years-surroundings which Iargely influ-
ence every man, and the çnore largely un proportion to the
receptivity and retcntiveness cf his intellectual constitu-
tion. TPo form some --lement in which Cardinal Newman
lived and mcved during the time -when his character was
mature¶l and bis first principles were fcrmcd, is a neccs-
sary condition precedent te any true understanding cf
what hoe is and what hie has wrought. Let us therefore
glance at the cbndition cf English reiigious thought at
that period.

Perhaps it is net toc much te say Iliat neyer duriug its
course cf well nigh two thcusand years in the world, has
Christianity presented less cf the character et a spiritual
religion than during the last half cf the eighteenth cen-
tury. Net in England only, but tlîrougbcut Europe, the
geteral, aim cf its accredited teachers seerus te have been
te explain away ils mysteries, te extenuate ils superna-
tural character, te reduce il te a system cf morality, little
cliffcring frcm that of Epictetus or Marcus Aurelius. The
degmas cf'Christianity were almost openly adraitted tlobe

nonsense. Religious emiotiui ae stigmatized as onthusi-
asm.* Tlieology, from beîinr Il the science of things divine,"
bad! sunk mbt apologies, oýpsing wveak answvers to strong
objections, and mbt evidences, endeavcuriîîg witu the
smallest resuit ho establisi the existenîce cf a vague pos-
sible deity. The prevailing religion of the day may bie
accurately judged cf from the iost widely popular cf its
liomiletic wvorks, thoso thrice-famous serinons cf Blair's,
whicli werc at one time te bo iound in wveII-nigF- every
fanîily of the upper and middle classes cf luis country,
and whicli prcbably niay stîll be discovered in the remoter
siielves cf the libra ries in unost countrt" liuses. No one
can look inito tiiese discourses wvitliout'adniitting the truth
of Mr. Stophien's trencluant crîticîsm that Il tluoy ropresent
the last stage cf ilieclogical decay." For unction there
is mere mouthing, for the solid common sense cf earlier
writors, an infinite capacily for repeating the feeblest
platitudes ;.the morality can scarcely bie dignifled by the
name cf prudential, unless ail prudence be summed up in
the commiand, IlBe respectable ;" the pages are full cf
solemu hrifling-prcsings about adversity and prosperihy,
eulogies iipon the inost excellent cf virtues, moderation,
and proofs that religion is upon thc whole productive cf
pleasure. As Mr. Mill accuratcly sumis the matter up,-

esThe age seemed smitteit wîth an incapaciîy cf produc-
ing deep or strong feeling, sucli atIclast as could ally il-
self witlu meditative habits. Thero %vere iev pacte, and
none of a higli order; and plîilosophy liad fallen into the
hands of men cf a dry prosaic nature, wh.) lîad net elicugh
cf tlie materials c.À human feeling in thern, te imagine any
cf its more complex and mysterious manifestations."

Such was the dominant tone cf Englislh thought
about t lie time wYhen Cardinal Newman was born. But
besides it there wvas another scliool wvhich exercised a
stroug influence over a flot inconsiderable number cf ad-
lierents, and which peîently affected tue growth cf bis
character and the formation cf his opinions. Aniong the
figures conspicuous in the hicory of England in the jast
century, there is perhaps none more ivcrthy c f careful
study thian that cf John Wesley. Make aIl deductions
yen please for his narrewness, lus self-conceit, bis extra-
vagance, and stil! il remains that ne eue se nearly ap-
preaclies the fulness cf stature cf the great berces cf
Chiristian spiritualism in tue early and middle ages. He
had more in corgmon with St. Boniface and St. Blernard.*
mne, cf Sienna, with St. Vincent Ferrer and Savonarola,
than an3 religieus beachers wvhom Protestanîjsm bas ever
produced. Nor is the rise of the sect whicu bas adopted
bis name-IlueIl people called Methodists " was lus waycof
designating bis fellowers-by any means the miost impor-
tant cf the results of bis life and labours. It is net tee
much te say that be and those whom hie formed and influ-
enced. chiefly kept alive in England the idea cf superna-
tural order duriug tue duit materialismn and selfish cold-
ness cf the eighteenth century. To him is undoubbedly
due the Evangelical party. It is as easy ncw as it ever
was te ridicule the grotesque pliraseology cf the Evan-

gelical sclxool, ho make merry over their saur supersti-
tions, tbcir ignorant fanaticism ; te detect and pillory their
intelleclual littleness. It is net easy te eshimahe ade-
quately the work w.hich llîey did by reviving the idea cf
grace in the Established Church. They were net theolo-
gians, they wvere net philosopliers, they were net scholars.
Possibly cîîly hwe cf them, Cecil and Scott, can be said te
rise above a very lew level cf mental mediecrity. But
they were men who feit the pewers cf thc world te come
in an age when that world had become te most, little more
than an unmeaning phrase; who spoke cf a God te pray
te, irn a geuerati3n which knewv chîcfly of one te swear by ;
who made-full preof of their ministry by signs and won-
dors para liel te those cf thc prcphctic vision. It was in
truth a valley cf dry banes in which the Evangelical
clergyman cf the opening nineteenth century wvas set; and
as hie prophesied Ibere was a noise, and bchold, a shak-
ing, and the brealh came into them, and hhey lived,. and
stcod upon their feet, an exceedingly great army.

lu this array John Henry Newman was led to cure) him-
self in early-youth.-W. S. LILLY in the Fortitightly REeview.
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