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Long lines of guns kept up a fearful fire up-
on the French positions, shattered their for-
mations, and silenced their batteries, Wo
sco the French Artillery, utterly unmindful
ol old Napoleonic traditions in genefal, not
bringing forward suflicient forco to meet the
massive army of German cannon. Wo ob.
gorvo Do particular coliesion 1 it fornm.
tions and manccuvies.  They worked gene-
vally Ly singlo batteries, rarely wero they
ablo to form # line of guny equal to the Ger-
mans in extont,

The Artillery being the arm which can da.
wage an uppounent at o distaoce, its mass
wust therelore came into operation before
tho weight of the infantry is pushed into the
fight. The Artillery should never bopluced
too far bacl in (he column of march, it be
Jongs rather to the front.  Iu the situations
in war on 2 largo ecale, individual batterics
cannot mancuvre of their own accord,as fre-
quently bappens in_small detachment exer-
cises.  Where 12,¢00infantry are striving to
attain one olject, the Artillery distributed
to them should not seck to act on their own
account, but cn the contrary it should ‘con-
Lribute to the attainment of that object with
its united power, whichis possible only,when
the Datteries do not act independently, but
obey oncwill, .

{n war on a large scale, employing the
latteries in a mass is the 1ule ; their isolat
<d employment is theexception. This prin-
ctple must bo rather the more maintained,
snasmuch as thoactuality ivequentlyrehders
the exceplion necessary. _

In all chseg Lhe Artillery of the advanced
guard comes fifstinto actionf and has to keep!
up its fire for the greatest, length of timo;
and therefore every officer in command
would, without doubt, prefer to employ the
buttery which carried the greatest number
ol younds, and that is the 4-pounder bat-
tery.
1y o give a special escort. to tho Artillery on
the line of march is wholly superfltous,since
it is in direct communication with the other
arms, divisions marohing directly in front
and n rearof it, ]

Infantry shoula not think the protection
they get trom guns is to bo raeasured by
their cluse proximily, and should not feel
they wero abandoned when the guns move
oft to better positions:

Detaching guns from o battery musi be
considered us altogether exceptional, the
rule being to keep the wholo together ; in
open level ground the battery of the advan.
cud-guard should always march united.

‘I'io German Irfantry knows how to adopt
itself quickly-and safelyto all -possible posi-
tions, becsuse it not only mancouvres on
sound principles, but because it is accustom-
ed to act according to the cireumstances and
‘sitnation of the moment,

T'o obtain the resulls of arms of precision,
the old order of the German battle tvas mo
dilied in on' extreme degree—battalions
were formed frto-simaller units, suff lines
and’columns were almost given up, and in-
fantry ere trained to’ breale into dense
swarms-of skirmishers as rtich a8 possible,
1o tako apy advaniasd of cover, and to man-
awurre rapidly upon the field ; while atten
tion was phid t6 1mprove their fire, and to
make them steady and self reliant. Aost
properly, too, though modern small, were
known greafly to favor the defence, tho vi-
cious principle was carefully eschewed of
trusting to a passive defensive: and it was
sought to overcome the difficulties of attack
by quickness of movement; by sureness of
aim, by making use of local accidents of the
ground, and by conbining in all instances
an advanco on the flanlc with advance in

front, 50 ns to harass and perplex the one: B

my.

The Geiman line,ns it advanced to attack,
provented formations of eager skirmishers
who made use of overy accident of the
ground to conconl themselves and closo with
the foe, and maintained n dendly and con-
unuous fire, though in loose order at & near
rango ; and it alwnys overlapped and out-
flanked tho French, twisting round them in
a destructive coil ns they vainly ondeavored
to stop its approach,

Tho loso order of widesprend skirmishing
which cheracterizes the infantry tactics of
this day hns been compared to *“tho ULattles
of savages”, and it has been supposed that
the effects of discipline and of acting in con-
cert would bo less important at tho present
day than in past times, The contravy, how
ever, is theo case; experience has shown
thatlong training is required to make uso of
modern small arms ; that the advantage of
union and combined practice is just as mark-
ed whether men fight in thin formations or
in dense masses ; and that the difference
between raw and disciplined armies is at
least as great as it was of old.

The German line of skirmishers upproach-
ed the enemy by a succession of rushes. This
was either done by takingadvantage of cover
or clse they would advance 100 paces at a
run, throw themselves down, and then run
on again. Much address was displayed in
this mancuvre. Although the Germans
were {requently obliged to make front at-
tacks, the principle of the turning move
ment always asserted itself. So fearful are
now tho effects of fire that direct attacks
present mauny difficulties, and therefore do
mand so much attention as to give the ad-
versary leisura to reinforco the threatened
part of his line. 'Thus tmning tactics nro
fully justified.

{To be Concluded in our next}
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Tue Aldine for April will be eagerly sox;ghf,
after by the lovers of the beautiful in art and
literature. ‘I'he Illustratio_ns are :—

The Strango Dog (Tint); Tower Creek,
below the Falls; Death Warrant of Mary
Stuart ; ot Springs on Gardiner's River ;
Yellowstone Lake ; Cliff in the Grand Can-
on; Tower Falls and Colvma Mouniain ;
[ Come from the haunts of coot and
hern ;' A Rare Chance ; A Catskill Brook ;
The Peacock complaining to Juno ; Spring
Flowers ; © O Pray, my Child ;" Deserted
Church in Volkmanrede.

Contents :—1 will if you will; A Guazel of
Uafiz; The Yellowstone Region; Malbone
the Miniature Painter ; The Ball on the Ice;
A Raro Chance; Desth Warrant of Mary
Stuart ; Four Seasons ; Madame Jeannette's
Papers ; A Catskill Brook; O Pray, my
Child ; The Peacock's Complaint ; Margret,
Duchess of Neweastlo ; An Old Sorman Tti-
bunal in the Harz Mountains ; Music; Art;
Literature. Subscription price $500 in-
cluding Chiomos, ** Village Beile,” ond
* Crossing the Moor,” Jumes Sutton & Co.,
publishers, 53 Maiden Lane, New York.
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CORRESPONDENCE.
T%¢ Kditor dacs 1ot Rold Nitmself responsible for
tndicidual expressions of opinfon in communs
cattonsaddyessedtothe VOLUNTRER REVIRW

T'o the Editor of the VOLUNTLE X, REVIEW.
Quebeo, Murch 20th, 1873,

Dean_Sig,—~Tho'columns’jof the Ruview.
being open to communications from all
Volunteors, %I gladly avail myself of tho
valuabledprivilege and hope you wili['kindly
insert the following ns it must cortainly mecet
tho viaws of ‘many{thut nro connected with
tho forco :—

The position for firing atjtho short ranges,
namely, 100, 200, and 300 yards, as laid
down in the Regulations, is standing, from
the shoulder, with tho left armoutstretched
so that the littletfinger;will bo in advanco of
the projection of tho lockplate, and otber
minor motions which serve to constrain the
body, and deter those sccustomed to other
positions, from making anything like acou*
rato shooting, of courso it'looks better on &
parade ground where men are going Lhrough
the platoon exercise, or a holiday dischargo
of blank cartridge, to have an uniform way
of doing so ; but when at target practice, or
worse, when in the field, why must it ba
obligatory, for jall to keep this’ praclice,
when better shooting could be made LY

‘those who have been used to other ways, or

who would soon adopt one for themselves ?
Being allowed to’do 2o I have at actual prac:
tico tried those different positions and at the
regular pogition,made just20 per centles than
the two others, the principal featurein these

.two [positions_is_that Jof holding the rifle

nearer the trigger guard and resting the left
arm down to the elbowFagainst the left
breast, and these I often seo are the favorite
positions of ¢ld riflemen, though the new
volunteer an 1 of course others would agan
discover other methods, better suited to
them, by which they could make just as
rapid and a much more cffective firing.

It may be argued that these positions are
unsuited for reloading quickly, as the rifle
has to be held while ejecting _the old car-
tridge caso and placing in the new one, by
the left hanu in rear of the lower band, bul
thisdifficully is onc easily overcome by mere .
ly slipping the hand along the wood whilst
lowering it to the loading position,and should
not on account of that and the appearance
stand in the way of the more serious diffi-
culty of throwing away the shot altogether-

If this rule of enforcing men to fire all
from one position could be done away with,
it would be one more point gained in the
most important question of making good
shooting, and I think the different positions
chosen by the crack-shots at the long ranges
is pretty conclusive evidence, that at the
short ranges also, men would choose posi-
tions better suited lo them. Asitis, long
armed men may frequently be setn
resting their olbows on tho left bresst, and
still following the technical points of keep’



