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No. I.

The progress of séientific knowledge, and
its application to the mechanical arts, ap-
pears to have & tendency towards inereasing
the number of men requisite for that vast
machine called an Army. Not that the loss:
of life.in, actusl fight is greater than when
smalermpmbers woro engaged, but the of.
fects:produced ara fax mare. decisive, and a
single campaign is suflicient to effect more
changes than the warfure of years. Of this
fact recent experience in ltaly and Uer.
many furnish sifficient lustmtion—in two
short cax’q‘iﬂ'pigl;ls '?,' mbre thorough revolution
was forced on Europe than twenty years of
warfare could accomplish hal? o century
ago. .

The precedents thus afforded point out
{wo axioms: :

First—To make an svmy clective, it must
comprise the greatmass of the healthy male
population of the country to which ic be-
longs.

Second—Its organization must of negessity
absorb the minimum of time and cost.

Soldiers are non-producers, and they must
live on the swplus carnings of the remainder

of tue population. llence the spplication |

of the second axiomsinvolyes a proposition
peculiarly-interesting to tho people of these
Provinces, and that is: “ Having no surplus
populstion whom it would be mecessary or
alvigable to employ as soldiers, and heing
obliged to meet the question of'self:defence
as ong of economy alone, in what manner
should'sint organizition of the population bo
cifested withiout bareing too heavily on the
industry of the peoplgy”? - =7

The problef admits of only one solution
and_that will' by, a_militia law of universal

application, f(f(?’;‘,‘. which thero shall be no
exemptions, eXcept physical disability or the

pnytg'gt.it“q’(" » capitation tax accordng to
pro e‘l'.{y-“ ;T !
cagures of -this description look despotio,
but in Yeality they are tho surest and mqst’
citicaciqus means of preserving freedom.and.
indopendence. - .,
Within the-last decade,: political and pub.

lic_opinions have undergone great changes
in Europo and Amcrica—events of vast im-
portance aro brought to issuc with n start.

ling promptitude very ditferent from the
slow and methodical marner of the agoe of
plenipotentiaries and prowcols—and littlo:
timo udeed clapses betwonmt tho assumed
cuse of oftenca and the blow,

The proximity of these 3rovinces to a
pawerfuland thoroughly-nascrupulous neigh.
bdr—the effect produced oy our tinancinl af
fujis by the slightest threatening movement
—otwr peculiar yalations to the greay and
glindous Biitish Eapire, amd the sourco of
ujeasiness and expense we are o her people,
all combine to forcs us ity the measure that
colmman senec and (rue patsiotism points
aut, : -

"These Provinoen yoyuire, therefore, n tho-
rough military organization for the purposo,
of ﬁfel‘en_ce; because if the whole population.
ware prepared $o rise in a1ins at 4 moment’s
notice, 0o intrigue at Washington could afs
fegt. Canadisne secauities on- tho London
Stock Exchangg; ov deter the English capiv
talist frora, embarking in” specplutions tend.
ing w develop Provincial resources and in-
craase lrovincial wealth ; thectuse =uch a
meéasure ¥odd givoefiect tothat spontaneous
loyalty to uritish institutions which £ills the.
gr{at, Lemt of tho Canadian people, anid for
whichs they ave so exingtly-distinguishal.

Happily it does not requive 4 gredt amouns.
of expense ar muchinery to make such an
or%:mwnion affective; but therd are o few
geheral principles which iv wiil bie absolutely
ricessary to keep steadily i view.

oremost, waongstithose isthe local char..
acter which such orgonizationmush.assume,
and for very olwious fensons, viz: theim-
possibility of teking the people away from
"thidir occupations for any cause short 'of
actual invasion, . .
s thiz.principle governs all the othters,.it
follows, then, thut the, organization fist
colblmé'eall amen between: tho ‘ages of sixes
teep and sixty, with the exceptions before
‘aﬂ(ided,- to, sud thnt they should be organiz.
od fon., tho . basis of County regiments nud
nm_nbgrcd, as sucly without roferencoe to
territorial divisiongs. .. :

"Ehe Connty regiments should be divid
inté battalions of: 659 men and: officers—

cach battalion 19 consist of ten companies of
60 men—apd the officers.of such companies
to be, in.all cases, residents of the lotalities
wheére.cach company hos been raised.. i -

:J3 should .be.mado-impetative in thedif-
ferdnt xaunicipplities within.whicl thd com-
padics were mised, to provido suitalile drill
‘shells, armories, and the necessary -attend-
anck and..gpards thercon--and they:should:
bo geppuntable for the wafe keeping of the.

and clothing of the ien,

The plan proposed would put nearly 500,
000 men under arms: its cosis wounld be

ot o e e s - -

priobably 230,000,000; pits advantages dre,
that i, \\'oghi preclude the postibility of
isuildedy, invasion—it woyld not take & man
from Lis ondinary business, exceptin case of
necessity—und 1t would enable the greatest
puxcible number of men to be concentrated
m the shortest possible time wnd at:the least
ppos<ible cost on any theatenet.point.

1t iy, padaudt,that the eynipment-of such
a foree wonld bear heavily on the resdurces
of” the-country, but it is & tax that nould
be cheerfully borein anticipation 6f tutme -
seetnity, A . .

Any cconomist who will grumblo at tho
expense hud better ealeulate the cost of the
dfenian | raids. this year and say -how littie
short in.actual inoney outlaid; and in tho
suspepsion of businesy andt the-dipreciation
of tsfodls in.the English markot-it falls of tho
interest au the abovesum at 7 per cont

The-xauctance f~lo by modt people to
ehter pudhe duties 5" peoldier's life, and by
others, at what they cc nsider the unnecessary
oxpuense, bas hervet [o1 5 greatly rotarded: the
progress of any raedrures which might tw
‘tikep towards & thorough military organizs
tion. ) .

But. recenmy ove its pind the . sosrcely dis.
guised intentions « £ owe nejghbors to.absm b
us on the first fittic g occasion have thorough-
1y revolutionized th o minds of moss of those
opposed to wlit they considerad measures of
doubtful utility, and es an evidence of this
‘the elacrity with which now.companies of
Volynteers have come farvard from. the
rurnl.districts where they have beenorganis.
ed, wnder great disadyantages, should be-
sufficiently decisive.  *

- This, then, is.a fifting time to direct pu
‘lic pttention to such megsures a5 e bHes
adopted to ,secure’. the great oliject of
thorough “ Military. Organization.”

\ . TSy

Discovrry op Cuayrnax's Toun—Wo havo
recéived the pamphlet written by Mr, Stamis *
las Drapeau on the brochuie of Rev. Méssrs.
‘Lavbrdiere and Casgrainrelative to the above
Adiscovéry. Without. entering--into.-the dis .

Jrcussion between tho.above gentlenien on .. -

this'matter we uay state thut, Myi Drapene
stoutly contends for the credit of having
given the.rov.. gentlemen information-which
led ‘to therdiscovery. in questipn, while he .
cyticises sharply fheir statexaents indénial:
of-liis claim to a-portion; of>the honot of the
achievement, From.a hasty glance -af- the -
“+gbservatipns 7 of JMr. Drapesy, we'should
Jjudge that.thero is some: ﬁing to he saidin
‘Tavor of his preteusions. - g ~

— If you have great talents, industry will
strengthen them; if modcrate ahilitics, in-
dustry will supply the deficiency.




