
The .PresbytE
the end. 1 just gang ower tlacm bàckwarde. (J, ovcr ihein
backwards 1 " the secret anal tb. mesuie et th. dying ealuC.a
familiaitil with tbe little boik sue lsad ioatraad in ohil.thoad.

Dr. Selitff liaista Ild Tite Shrter Caleoisani in anc et tii.
titres typical calechimns a! I'rotcsîsntiuai, wlaich are tîkoly toîtest
la the end eftlimen;" white Tliomau Carlyloesalai, 'Tite eIder 1
grew-aad 1 now stand on thie brink et I.lerity-tb. marc cornes
bsek ta nie the firat senatence ii the, C.,leotiism whii t learnea!
when a cliild, anal the ltier aud deepier il@ mninig bomes:

«Whist is the chiet endl of Mau !
IMn'd claie! end ie te glorify Lied and te cîajoy 1tint tor

over.

THE HISTORY 0F THE SHORTER CATECHISMV.
ais i11 ai i îa. Mhat %%, Il 'a. a %ILI %%, lii \ii IIKw.

li the'4a, ,a1. Scotiali tjIirzàaaaalia là' .II a' % Il. 1

Caattecàiatms were. ai a ver>' early petind, drawn op end aseat by
al, or noasrty ai. o!lia. tetormedtChaurches et Europe. Tho cartiest
whlicii we recoleact ta have eec niontioneat, as s! by tb. Scattisi
Ittouiners. had been drasen li by Câlvin. But in 15690 wo ltid tRie
(Jencial %qembly adopting mettsures r r ccuriag a general and
national C*lccliism. "Anent the examiualioa bestera the coin-
munion,"* aaay they, "il is thouRht mes% for thie commun profite
ef the tubai. people, that sue uniforin order b. keopil in exsinua
lion, aud that àsue scbort tarin et examinatian b. set desen, b
Iheir breilher. Naiesors. John Crsig, Relioat l'ont, Thomad
Buchsnan. sud Audrese selvine. la b. prosenlea I thIe next Aig.
sembly. ' la 1591l a ferrm was laid before tbe Assembly by Mr.
Craig, but it tuas remitteal, wiîb instructions Il la conîraot in saine
so.horter boundlu. The abri sgei. faimr seai aocordiugty laid befere
lies Içsembly of 1592. sud spproa'ed. Tie folawiaig directions
weue alma aided -,Theretare. ia hougbt uedful, Ihai every
jiastar travel eith bis dock, tRial they iy bey thie @amen buick.
msd rendt il in ibeir famies, qutîeueby they îîîsy b.e the botter
instraied ; sd tRist the esnen b. rendan d learnit in lector*g
(reaaing) oboale, in place ef the lutie Catechisin ' CaIvin'ai.

*J'hiuaEac.im or I Formt of xamiaion. 'which in cnunmonly
cilîcal CrLigd Cateobisiai, cousisteo etlve' hbads or cliapters,
tiaviug the lotiawang titles: - <uf cor miserable bandage through
Adamn- t>! ur redemption by Christ- 0f cor participation seith
Christ- 01 the Word-O! our liberty la serve Gad - 0! the Sacra.

mntî.-.01 haptism -01 the Supper- 01 aiscipliue-Ot tue Yiagi.
saitIe- (f abc. table in speciat Imeaniîig the Prolettant mode et
eb!-erving tho Supper) -l'hoend eofacrie redeiuption." Under eacb
af these are a naimbcr et qluestions andl answera, arnouniu" in &Il
te aicety-aix ; sud the latter are remnarkaffly short anal pertinent.
aud usualty acompautied wiiii ai toast anc ,;cripture proof.

Whou the Ioleaan Loague aud Covenant wsas projectcd. oon.
lempiatiug, se il, dial, un ceclesiastical unin betweou he tbue.
kingalomat, meaiures %vort ales actoplea for -,, rpanîaig a uniforin
Contession, laireclur>', and Catcbism. And it is important ta

observe'. tbat the plan atcuwsac exeuted by tho Wealminster
Auacub>', s tiret proposedt in the <eneri .ssembly of the.

Chureb of Scotîsad. Toseards the end et ua;îO, several Sootlish
commiîsiaaers. of whom Ilcuiderson s anc. tuent te Landau ta
treal ou muittere thonu poodaug belseen tRie King aud th. Pretby-
terisa patty. lieudorson relurncd in lbe .luly fcllowing. sud
tonna the (;eral Assombl>' holding au adjourned meceting as
Eidinburgh, sud suxiousty waiting hie arivait. Howas immeduate-
ly eotoea Moderator, anal laid belte them a latter tram lthe l'ra-
byleriania in and about Lindou, in wbicb they complain ef the
spresal of schismnaticai opinions, aud aruettly crave the advio' tiud
assistance ut tIeo Atiombly lu rejatying te %iis settor, tb. As.
sombl>' sas. among ali-r tings, III We bave learneal by long
experacace. ever siuce the aime et tlie Itefornîstion, aud opecially
afier the Inça kiogdoms have been-in Io grest oduesu et God
Ia baîh-uailed undor eue licead anad niouarch, but mont et aIl, ot
laie, whicb ils nat unknown Ie yen. tubaI danater aud oantagion in
maltera et kirk goveraiment. of divine worthip. andl e! doctrine,
uî.ay comae fraont aise eue kirk Io the ether. , chioh, beside %Il othier
reaitous, mnake us te pray Ie Cna. ad te uleire yen, snd &Uiliai
lnva the, boueur et Christ, sud the pesca of thoe» kirks anad king-
adomi,. boantit>' 10 endeavor, that Ibero miglit ho in bath kirke. au.
Co2itouion, eue lsireoaory tor Public Worship, eue <'atecbiem, sud
nei Foui et Kirk (Jav-rntmerit. -And agreeably te thie, we Ilad
Il 'adortoa suggeiting ta is sanie Aisembly. onlt>lce alsys
à -fore %lia, writing efthis latter. the prepriel>' et artwinr up aauch

a 1ionfessaon. Cstecbienm anad irec:ary: liane leavini! scarcely any
ici. i Ia doubi that tbe ihing iae!! tuas projtclea by liendena an,

&?Idt Irai1 laid betaro the c.encral Autembly ; butstRiat bbc Asa.mbiy
bl ait iaî been long tavoutablo te mach a aneaburo; aud uas imue-
diate!> incaîrd to a% b' tebat hsd taiccu placs in tugland. 'h.

Msliembly acordingl>' appnoved bigbly ut tRie mauauro and urgea
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Ilenderaon te undertake tic drawing up of the douments relluircal.
Anal ta rouder tbis the mare essy, thoy allowod hlmi te rot rain froint
proselaing, and te avait binielt o! asBsistane. But lie deolinosi the
tests. as buing ton ardition... The subject in raapeatedlytnei one d iii
the Asaembty'd o3rrespotidenoo duriaag the intervening periad ; but
il doses nual poar tlaaalanything %vise dloue boloro the meeting of the
WVestmnster Asseanbly in 161:1. Taist Asseanbly mot aiudor tiaa.
autba,-ity ot the 1aiieh Parlianicait. but chielly at tha insituco of
ttao Seottish Church. le was compoait oaf 121 alivincs. witis thirty
lay assesseors, suda five cunîmissionors tramn the Churchl o ,;t land.
and continued iUs sitlings fer uîîwards et tlvo yemrs.

l'ho malters laid betare this Asbembty werc numeraîîm sant
impartal,. aud santie ofthen tire dolailed with greal nîiinuteness.
Il uintortuiuately happens, however. that aur infoarmation rospceting
tbe drawiag up et the t'itectîism is mesgre aud ituporfect. 'l'lie
lie Dr. iteifrage. at Fîtlkirk, appears ta have boa lit great pains
iii caliccting wiaatover Wise accessible on thas point. IVa hiÂve
made morne furtber inqauiricat, but have hitherto fonual ocaeY
anything beyoaad wilat ho soemis te have examinedt andl &bridgeat.
Tit oim o! what wo hasve beau able Ia gatber, cilber [rom bis work
or original sutharitiest, may bc etîted in a few words. In 164 ô.
white the Assembly was engagedt discussing lue differat articles
of the Confession, oommiîttes were aippointaed ta realuco tbete iutes
the tarin of two Cîàttchaoms - a Il luger,"I which wvas ta serve as a
kt.ztbook for pulpit exposition. according t 1 a silage of tbe churcliea
on the C'ontinent; sud a Ilshorter," for the ina.ruction of cbildreu.
Il appears, bottrvor. tiai botore the Confession Isa beeu finiteti.l
anome progresvris made in composing the Catecbis'u, ana tuais the

reducirg of il te a canfermily witla the Confession was un atter
tboagbt. Ilo iamade long xga. I say& laillie. Il a liretty r.rogress

in the Catecliismn, but faiig on rotes aud long debates. il was laid
aside lii the Confession wats codeu]. with the reiotutian ta bave no
malter in il but wbat was txpreied in tne Cotîfssion. -Andl.
accardizigly, mucb ouriosaay liaisai exected rofpecting cite auîmar

et the original dralt. D>r. Itelfrage. &fier dotailing vatrus
opinions. sud sssiguing resons fer Iis ain, %ltiges lr. .Arrow-
smnith ta lie the mn iltaiy persan. After weiglaing tii, evidenco
by whicb Ibis aud severa ottier opinions have becu supported. wo
have nlot bean able ta comae ta any ether conclusion, than tisa th.
matter is attogether ucortain. Alter the Catecbism hadt bren

flisiheal by the camnîittee, il, was laid before tbm Aiaietubly aiad
approved ef. tiret in sa aaaany successive pscrtions. andal aterwarde
as a. tbale. ona tbe '51h ef November il wss aipproveat ot by tb.

l'érhament. andl woulti have 1»e. licensed by the king, lisad net
certain liiadranceis cc.eurreat. la was next laid betoro the (;eupral
Atteaubly ofthe Churcb et SwoLud. Ti as in .Iuty. PAM.

Andl the following wsea lia deliverauceofe the Ausemnbty : Ti.
Geucral Amicmnbly. hsving soriousiy considered th Sharter
Cslecltîa agrecd Lipari by the Asstembty et ivines ailling &I,
WVestinister, with tha îstance et conimistioîcrs frem th. Hirk.

do finat, upon duo exitmiîîsîion tiereot, that thie sait! Calecbism
is ligreeable la the WVord et (;od, sud in riolhing oentrary la the
reoeived doctrine. wortihap, dircipaline. aud governmetit eft he
Kirk ; and tieretore approve the' sais! horter Catechisin. un a part

oft he iuîendcd uaitor.nity, se bo a l)itectory tu~ cstechir.ivi snch
smare ef weskercipscity. I The ycar followingit w&a ao ratitiod

by an set et the Scottiah l'àtrli.ament. Andtram liat lime it has
contioned t le i n commn use, gentrstly in Sc'.alland, and among
l>rosbyteriantand severai ether leonaaîotions in englaind aud
lirslard ; sud hall lailerly ebiaineat a f'irnî footing in lhe Vnited
I;tàteu. in mont ofetîi British colonie., aud a% net a few tniahionar>'
Listions fair lence. umong the. btalhen. Anal il is remarkable. %bat
amidit &Il the controveruiea which have Gccurroal, il, ba been
aimant aîoiveraahly approved by every par t erthodox betivcre.
IAmuidet the jealeusy sud rivaîshila ef contendiug pantier. * f ys

the laie pieus sud judiciaus lita. lcitrage. "Il tliase bean s centre of
union, in which the failli sud charity et goond aren have met. anal
an sessot et innovation. sehen a vencration fer whal is ancitul in
derided as the freak of imbecility er îîrejudice. when * the march
of intrlhccl* in lb. proteit for every change. laostover prasumptuns
or violent. anad shen &U tise foiniu ajan efthe carth tuent eut ot
course, %bis nmmary eft he trotti romaine uninjured and! zeveret.
snd ta i li continue au b.e an exhibition anad dofence of litou. religin
sud unaieffled. belote (;cd aud the Father, ta the lisîst age
llr<sl; lpt.a» .1. swMina
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,asscmlbly's '-h-rter l'att.-haitin, rccivcal trois hIl laie lîrvasrr
anal \"inçli-ator tesig. a I&rýc alceusne aaf tIat miti -~-te, on
paend nit i ianit>. ci-., Lo.andon. î.rantod fur .1tarifsta I APa4lsoa,, At the
";olalen Lionn la Uc i'osltry, 1;3%.

Au exemple et plain calochisg upors tise Aié*::%bI> ts Nitaer
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