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tho ond, I just gaop ower thom backwarde. © *“ Gy over them
backwarde! " the secret and the measnre of the dying eaint's
familiarity with the little bosk she had learned in ohildhood.

Dr, Schaffl has eaid, ** The Shorter Cateshism is one of the
three typical oatochiems of P’rotestantisin, which are likely tolast
to the end of timo; ” whils Thomus Carlylo eaid, ** Tho older [
¥row—and | now etund on the brink ot l.ternity ~the more comes
back to me sho firat eentence in the Catechism which 1 learnod
whon a child, and she fuller nod deoper it meaning beoomos :—

¢« What is the cliuof end of man?

“ ¢ Man's ohiel end is to glozily God and to onjoy Him for
over, "

THE HISTORY OF THE SHORTER CATECHISM,
IV TUE REV, DUSCAN M AKE AN, 8 NEREW,
(Pul'oshied in the Scottish Chrestean Iorald, 1530,

Catechisms were, at a very early period, drawn up and used by
sll, or nearly all, of the Reformed Churchesof Kurope. Tho earlicst
which we recollect to have eeen meationed, as used by the Scottish
Reformers, had beendrawn npby Calvin.  But in 1690 we find the
General Assembly adopting medsures { »r securing a gencral and
nationul Catechism. ¢ Anent the examination before the com-
muonion, ** say they, ** it is thought mest for the common profite
of the whols people, that anoe uniform order be keepit in exsmina-
tion, und that ane cchort form of exnmination be set down, b
their breither, Messrs. John Craiy, Robert Pont, Thomad
Bachanan, and Andrew Melvine, to be presented to the next As.
sembly. ' In 1391 aform was laid beforo the Aseembly by ¥Mr.
Ceaig, bat it was remitted, with instraotions ** to contract in some
achorter boundy. " The ubridged form wasaccordingly laid before
the Assembly of 1542, and approved. The followiog directions
wero alto alded : —* Therelore, it 1s thought needfa), that every
pastor travel with his flock, that they muy buy the samen buick,
und read it in their families, quhereby they may be the better
instructed ; and that the eamen be read and learnit in lector's
(reading) schools, in placo of the little Catechism * (Calrin's)
‘I'hig Caternhism, or ¢ Form of lxumination, * which is commonly
called Craig's Catechisin, consists of twelve heads or chaptars,
haviog tho following titles: —* O cur miserable bondage throogh
Adam- O oar redemption by Christ— Of oar participation with
Christ— Of tho Word -0l our liberty to serve God- Of the Sacra.
meats—0! Baptism -0l the Supper—- Of discipline—0! the Magi-
strate—Of the table in spocial (meaning the Protestant mode of
observing the Sapper) ~The end of onr zedemplion.” Under each
of thesc aro & number of «uestions and answers, amountin;in all
%0 nioety-3ix ; wnd the latter are remarkavly short aud pertinens,
sod neually accompunied with at loast one Ncriptare proo?.

\Vhen the Solexnn Leagas and Covenant jwas projected, con.
templatiog, ss it did, an ccclesiastical union bstween the three
kiogdoms, measures werealss adopted for prapariog a uniforin
Confession, Directory, and Catochism. And it is importans to
observe, that the plan altcrwards executed by the Westminster
Assernbly, was first proposed in the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland. Towards tho end of 1510, several Soottiah
commissioners, of whom Henderson was one, went to I.ondoso to

_ treat on matters thon peading between the Kiog and the Prosby-

terian party. Henderson retarned in the .July following, acd
found the General Assembly holdiog an adjourned mieeting at
Edinburgh, and soxiously waiting his artival. He was immediate-
ly elected Moderator, and 1sid before them a letier rom the I’res-
byteriana in and about l.indon, in which they comglain of the
spread of schismatical opinions, and esrnestly cravethe advioe snd
aseistance of the Assembly 1n teplying to this lciter, the As-
sombly says, among other things, ,** We havo learned by long
experience, ever since the time of the Reformiation, and specislly
xfter the two kingdoms have been—in the yreat gondness of God
to bath--united uader one head and monsrch, bat most ol all, of
late, which is not utokuown to you, what dangier and contsgion in
mastters of kirk gaverament, of divine worship, and o! doctrine,
Ry como {rom the one kirk to the other , which, beride all other
reandns, make us to pray to Giod, and todesire you, and all that
love the honont of Christ, and the peaco of theas kitks and king-
doraye, heartily 20 endeavor, that thera might be in both kirke, one
Coafession, one Directory for 'ablic Worship, one Catechism, and
ono Form of Kirk Govarnment. *  And agroeably to this, we find
1 'ndercon supgesting to tno same Assembly, only twelve days
or-lare the writiog of this lotter, the propriety ol drawing up auch
a t'onlosmon, Catechiom rud lucectory : thoe leaving acarcely any
tcas 1 to doubt that the thing itsel! wae projected by Iendereon,
and firat Inid belore the tieneral Assembly ; bot that the Assembly
bia 1 1taell been lony: favourablo 10 anch a mneasnro ; and was imme-
diately incited 10 11 by what had taken place in England. The
Asaembly accordingly approved highly of the measure snd arged

Henderson to undertako tho drawing up of the docnments required.
Aund to ronder this she moro oasy, thoy allowed him to refrain from
preaching, and to avail himaelf of uesistance. But ho deolined tho
tuek, as being toourduous, The subject is ropeatedlyimentioned in
the Asnembly's oorrespondence during the intervening period ; but
it does not appoar shut anything wae done boforo the meoting of the
Waestminator Assembly in 1618, This Assembly mot uuder the
authouity of the Ioglieh Parliament, but chietly at tho instunoo of
tho Scottish Church, It was composed of 121 divinos, with thicty
lay asseesors, and five commissioners from the Church of Scotlund,
and continued its sittings for upwarde of five yeura,

‘'he matters laid before this Aseembly were numerous snd
important, and somo of them nro dotuiled with great minutenesa,
1t unfortuaately happens, however, that our information respecting
the drawiog up of tho ("atechism is meagre und iwmperfect. Tho
lute Dr. Belfrage, of Falkirk, appeara to have boen ut great pains
in oollecting whatever was acocssible on this point. We buve
madeo some further iaquiries, but have hitherto found scarcely
anything beyond what he scema to have exsmined and abridged.
Tho sum of what wo have been able to gather, cither from his work
or original authorities, muy be etuted in a few words. In 1647,
while the Asecmbly was engaged discuasing the differont articles
of tho Confession, committoes were appointed to reduce these into
the form of two Cutechisms : a * Iurger, ™ which was toservess a
t¢xt-book for pulpit exposition, according tn & uxsye of the churches
on the t'ontinent ; and & ¢ shorter,” for the inutruction of children,
It appears, however, that belore the Confession had been finished,
sorae progress wag made in composiog the Catechism, and that the
reducirg of it to a conformity with the Confession was an after
thoughs. ¢ Wemado long ago,” says Baillie, ** & pretty progress
in the Catechism, but falling oo rules sud long debates, is was Jaid
aside till the Confession wan ended, with tho resolution to have no
matter in it but what was expreascd in the Coufcsgion. *  And,
accordingly, much ouriosity has been excited respecting tho author
of the original draft. D, Belfrago, after detailing waricue
opinion3, and assigoiog ressons for his own, alleges 1r. Arrow-
smith to be the most likely person. .After weighiny the evidenco
by which this aud several other opinions have becn supported, wo
have not been able to come tosny other canclusion, than that the
matter i9 altogether vacertain.  After tho Catechism had been
finished by the commiitiee, it was laid before the Assewbly and
approved of, tirst in 0 many eucoessive pertions, and afterwards
us s whole. O)n tho (5th of November it was npproved of by the
Parliament, and would have biea liconsed by the king, had not
cortain hindrances cceurred. It was next Jaid beforo tho General
Assernbly of tho CChurch of Scotland. This was in July, 16i8,
Aund the following was the deliverance of the Agsembly : *The
General Asicmbly, having scriously considered tho Shorter
Catechism, agreed upon by the Astembly of Divines sitting at
Westmister, with thoe ussistance of commiseionera from the Rirk,
do flad, upon due examination thereof, that the said Catechism
is agireeadblo to the Word of (God, and in nothing contrary to the
received doctrine, worship, diecipline, and government of tho
Kirk ; and therefore approve the anid Shorter Catechism, ns & part
of the inteaded uniformity, to bo a Directory {ce catechiziog such
sy are of weakercapacity. ” The yoar following it was slso ratified
by an act of the Scottish I'arliament.  .\nd from that time it has
contioued to be yn comimon use, generally in Scutland, and amony
Precbyterians and several other lenomiostions in England and
Irslacd ; and has latterly obtained a fiemi footing in the United
Statee, in most of the Britieh colonies, and at not a few missionary
(tations {ar hence amooy the heathen. And it is remarkable, that
amidst all the controversicsa which have cccurred, it haa been
ximost uoiversally approved by every part of orthodox believers.
** Amidst the jealousy and rivalship of contending partice. ~ tays
the late pious and judicions D)z, Belfrage, * it has been a centro of
uoisn, in which the faith and charity of good en have met ; and
in seasons of innovation, when a veneration for what is ancient is
derided au the {reak of imbecility cr prejudico, when *the march
of intellect® is the pretext for every change, however prosumplaous
or violent, and when all the foundativna of the earth scem oot of
conree, this summary of the trath remains uninyured and revered ;
and 1t will continue to bo an exhibition and dofence of pare roliging
and undefiled, befote (iod and the Father, tothe lateat mge " -
Preshytersan 1 wpnal

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE SHORTER CATECHISM.
CONIITEs by WITRIAM O N g1,

Assembils’s Shorter Catechtam, received fron the late Revieer
and Vindicator : beinj;. a larze defenso of that moat exeellent com
pend of Divinuy, ot London, printed for Joneph Davidsan, at the
Golden Lien in the Loultry, 1338,

Ao example of plain catechinng upon the Awembly s Shortar




