
A RIV~AL INC[DI %T.-UY JOEL PAT3KEM, D. D.

In a senson of rcligious revival iii Western Newv York, more i han thirty years ago,
I witnes.,ed a stirring incident, illustrating the fact that men often feel deeply the
power of the truth Iili Seemîlngt to disapprove of itS faitlaful exhibitions.

lIn the village of - wvam a boardiiag house, kept by Mrs. F -. At this liotîse 1
was a loliger. 0f the fifteen or twenty gnests about the table was a yoaing gentleman
about twenty-four year.3 of age. lie was fuit of animation, and lais v'ivaeity created
the impression tliat wlioever else miglit be affected by the solemnities of the time, lie
was îlot.

On a Sunday nîorning the ]le 11ev. Dr. Perrin preaclied a peculiarly effective ser-
mois on the consequenees of a, life of sin. Titere wvas a singailar unction nnd tenlderness
in the aliscosirse, aîîd its vivid pictures of lîell's torsiiemts produced a Most solemn and
subl1uing effeet.

As Wve were sitting at the dinner-table and rcraarks were passing freely in regard to
"'ie miorîiing service, the youngv mans ahove mentioned expre!s3d in strong terms hi!!
disajaprobattion of the sermon, and added, Ilsucli premîching only hardens nie sad maikes
me wvorbe." I replied, IlIt is possible iliat you îlink it makeb you -worse, wimen it only
muakes you conscious of sin tlîat vais before slumbering iii your lienrt." "lNo," 8aid
lie, "lit liardens me. I amn tîsis momenît less susceptible ta anyîlîing like conîviction, from
liearing tîmat discourse. 1 feel more incliaaed to resist everytlîing like g(aod imparession
than u~aal" "Yet," 1 rejoined, "1good ~npesosare tliose ivhiclî are best adapted
to secure tlîe desircd end; and I ans greatly mistaken if an increase of tle effect iwhich
you feel would not be greatly useful tai yoaî. If, for instance, you should read now
Watts' version of the 5lst ps:almn, beginning with-

'Showr pi' y. Lord; 0 Lard, forgive,'
it woîal- tatke deep Iaold of your beart."

Not tîme le.«st," said hie; "Il culd rcad it aithosît moviîsg a mnuscle. 1 avish I had
the boak, 1 would rend it to yau."

"IVWu have one," said Mrs. P., wlso was fully awvare of tie exoitemexit under wlaich
lie was Iaboi ing; anal in a moment tlae book was laanded lîim, opened at the place.
Ife comanenced to read, svith compressed lips andl a tiras voice:--

'-Sbowv piLe, Lord. 0 Lord, forgive,
Let a repeIln.rà reliei lave :
Anm not h îiiienries liag.,and free?
INay nota ïinier trti,.t ln theo?,"

Tnwards the last part of the stani, n, little treniulousness of voice aas plainly dis-
cernible. HIe rallied again, hovever, and commenced Uic second veirse with more
fi rnîness.

0 OVS1 waiMy seul from evePry sin,
Alil iiiakae iny truiltv conbiintc. cle.n;
liere, nit ancv bearm. the burden lies,
A4nd p.ast offencee pitas my cye.a."

At the list part of tiais staiz;i his voice faxltereal More ananifestly. lie commenceal
upami ilie ilaird avith great encrgy, anal rcad iii a lonal, sonorous voice,-îlie whlole com-
pany baoking on in breathless silene:-

IlMy lupd iith %haiane iîîy sin coafesg,
As lae rcad tic second linq-

IlAg4inst Lhy 1.9%, aeaitist thy grace;"
bis lips ciîivcred, and lais utterance becaane difficult. lie paused a litt.e, and catered
upon tie tîird Une avitla apparm.ntly a new (leterminntion :

1Lord slmnuld thy~ jaadgmieit grow serere,"
Yet Iefrtre lie came to tie enda, lbis voice Wùs.1almoýst totailly clîoked ;andl whea he began
tlae fourtîs aine

"1 arn ,onuflemned. bait Lhon ftrt cicar.">
an aspect of utter discouragemnt tnarked lais couastenaince, and lie could only briug
out iii broken sobs, I ani condlemnei," wvien lais utterance clîngeal to suds a heurt-
broken cry of grief, risi ng at tlîe saine tinse andl raishing frota the rooni. as 1 liad neyer
wiknesseal in a convicteal sinner.

The i?aner was interrupteal, but that was thîe beginning o? a change, leading on to
a new life ia 'Mr Il., andl probibly cvery person in tîme room retainsîh Ui apression to-
day,, tlint a viewv o? tlae awrui jus.tice of God, in contnection witls tlae grac that Sae
froma. it, is often effective in subdaiing tliose wiho say, IlPropie-sy unto us saîooth
tliings." andl that sinners are not alwnys good jualges in respeut te, what produces tIse
best eff'ct upon themselves.-Nw York Observer.


