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CORRESPONDENCE.

The Bible and the Monks.

11 is a trito but true saying that tho com-
Mot blessings are often the least valued.
air wo breath, the light which cheers and
mlivers ug, the bread which we eat,the health

tejoy, all these and such like common
ings, being day by day renewed to us,

Gienesis and ending at Rovelations, is a
completed volume, and repudiates further
additions being made to it. What the pro-
phets and wise men of past ages lesired to
look into has now been clearly mado known,
and in this sense there is nothing further to

% coastantly and uniforinly receive without,
l00 many instances it is to be f:ared, being
Wy sensible of their value, or ‘emembering
esurce from which they all proceed.—
g¥e same holds true with regard to our
ital blessings. How few there are,
% éample, who put a proper value on the
#limable privilege of possescing a copy of
b Holy Scriptures, which ir the greatest
wwhich heaven has conferred upon man.
AM yet how fow think of it in this light!
M would rather take up any flimsy book
8 ewspaper that bappens to come in their
3y than sit down with their Bible before
g, and meditate upon its blessed contents,
0-1afinitely beyond all mere human pro-
tioos.
“Wo freely admit the wauis of many of
M people in this colony in 1egurd to reli-
W ordinances, and hope thi they mayall
™ bo supplied by the speely urrival of
: urers.  But wlilst we grant tha
Ry members and fricals o our beloved
Wich are not furnishea Wi, such regular
ttunitios of public worsii.» as might be
Mmnble, yet they have u: . ‘h tobe thankful
X, seeing that God has placed Christ’s
e, or the neans of attaining the Bible,
@ every house, however humble; and has
single gift alone, think of it as we
MY, tonferred upon all a privilege greater
M all the gold and silver in the world
d purchuse.  * Blessed are the eyes
s the things that ye sec; for I
% you that many prophets and kings have
%ed {0 sce these things which ye sce, and

reveal. Hence we see the foolish claims of

Ithe simple and deluded Mormons, upon how

sandy a foundation they rest. nd the
painful and bumiliating example of mingled
ignorance and folly with which we are pre-
sented in their case, shows what serious
errors and delusions men who do not read
their Bibles are apt to fall into. It is our
firm helief that by far the greatest propor-
tion of religious error to be found in the
world is to be ¢raced, not so much to s misun-
derstanding of the meaning of the Scriptures
as to a total neglect of them. What wanin-
tended to enlighten the eyes and to guide
the footsteps of men is too often, by the
cunning craftiness of some ambitious mounte-
bank thirsting for power or applause, con-
verted into an instrument for blinding and
bewildering them. If men will but study
the Scriptures as they ought to be studied,
and deserse to be studied they would not only
avoid boing carried about with every wind
of doctrine—they would not only avoid every
extravagance which thé most cunning of their
fellowmen can invent, but baflo even Satan
himself--for we know our Saviour, on being
tempted of the devil, olosed his mouth at
onoe by quoting appropriate passsges from the
Old Testament.

Cousider for a moment the value of baving
a Bible: consider with what care the Hol
Scriptures have beun preserved, and throu
bow many of darkness they have come
down to us! Think of the blood that has
been shed in defeace of them by the martyrs
of old. Consider the dangers and hardships

® ot seen them. and to hear these things
% y6 hear and bave not heard them.”

endured by those faithful men who counted
not their lives dear to thom that 80 the saored

Thus, with a copy of the Soriptures in 'oracles might be printed avd circulated
our hands,all that all men longed for through:amoug tho great body of the people. Re-
50 many ages of darkness and superstition flect upon the Jdesperate and deadly struggle
wo now possess. The Bible, beginning atiof the reformers to wrest them from the

bloody talons of the Church of Rome, and
upon the blecsed book that men, wiih their
own eyes, might read therein their birthright
to a home beyond the skics. Truly, tho

test of all miracles is the existence of
this wonderful Book in the midst of us—
perfect and complete in allits puris—as if it
had been given only a few years ago. Yet
pations have begun and ended since the °
Bible was first writien; and it has pussed
through many a fiery trial without hurt.—
Time, which destrcys all things, ooly
strengthens the hold which it has obtaiced
over men's minds. The very preservation
of the Bible seems a miracle, wheu it is
considercd that through so mauy generations
everything has becn done by wicked and de-
signing men to corrupt its matter and
weaken its inflacnee.

The extreme care bestowed by the Jews
in preserving the works of their iospire.
writers is well known ; but the scrupulouns
regard paid by the monks of the middle
ages to the acouracy of the copies tranacribed
by them is, perhaps, not so gencrally known.
Not only in the case of the Bible but other
books, was the greatest care and diligence
enforced in copying exaotly from the origi-
vals. We are informed it was a com-
mon practice for the scribe at the end of his
copy, to adjure all who transcribed from it
to use the greatest care, and to refrain from
the least alteration of word or sense. “1
adjure you who transcribe this book, by our
Lord Jesus Christ, and by his glorious
comiug, who will come to judge the quick and
the dead, that you compare what you tran-
scribe and diligently correct it by the copy
from which jou trapscribe it—this adjura-
tion also—and insert in your copy.”

+ The ruales of the writing chambers also,”
says Merryweather, a rocent author apon the
this sobject, ‘impressed this upon the

Monks, and directed that all the brothers



