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will ke scen trom the Report, have taken
prompt measures to bring this uncomfuriable
fact under the notice of the partics immediately
conicerned. A circular has heen transmutted to
gvery congregation whose contnbutions have
come short as compared with the correspunding
months of last year, and a communiction has
at the same tune been transmitied to every
Presbytery within which such cases bave ve
cirred 1 regret to say that the number of
these cases is very conswuderable.  The contri-
butions of no fe ver than 231 congregations
exhibait on the tour months that have clapsed
of the current financial year, a falling of, the
agaregato amount of which 13 no Tess than
L£1248. What makes thie deficiency sull more
unsatisfictory s, that in the corresponding
months of last year the present movement for
increasing the Fund had not commenced. In
pmnt of fact, the sncome of the Fund was fall
ing off during these months of last year; aid
thewr present deficiency is therefore a falling
offupon a fulling off.  So, that n regard to
these 231 éhngregations the case stands thus -
Insicad of dowmg anything in the course of
these four months to further the movement,
they are actually doing less for the Tund this
year than they were doing hefore the movement
began.  (llear, hiear.) 1 have a further fact
to state about some of these congregations,
and one wtiuch is sull more discouraging.
There are 57 of them winch, taken altogether,
gave L£661 17s. dd. less to the Susteutation
Fund w the vear ending at May 1855, than
they had doae n the year ending at May 1854,
o othier words, wlide every one of these con-
greaatious recaived for its manister at May Jast
£13 more ot supend than they did the year
before, they, mstead of comnbuting to this
result, tyuik away, by therr shor(commgs.’
nearly o pound from the stipend of cvery
mtster of the church.  ‘This vear apparemtly
thev are gong to mahe matters worse.  They
tell off st vear, and they are falling ofl sull|
more tins yvear. (Ilear, hear.) It s quite
true tho o the ease of sume of the cungrega-
tlons whose coutribetions to the Foud seem to
be gettiny ity this state of chronie decline,
the evil wmay have ansen from causes for which
they are uot to blune. Vs apology, how-
ever, eannot well avail for more than a mere
fraction of therr number.  Only seven of them
are vucant eongrepations.  As for the great
maonty of them, i s difficult to find any
evplananon of the fact wieh might not just as
well be made by half the congregatuns of the
Chureh. My regrets, however, are not by any
means exhausted, when 1 have spoken of the
conareeations whose contributions exhibit a
posiive decrease. 1t 1s hardly Jess disappuint-
ng to find how very trifling is he amouut of
progress which has been made by a number of]
congreantions fully as great. It sounds, ne
donbt, very much better 1o be in the incressing
rather than in the decreasing hist; and yet the
reality may be very lntle beuter afier all. There
are 79 congregations which have tto doubt made
an increase dunng these four months, but i
not one of these cases does it amount o more
than £1, sterling ;0 not o few of themn
amounntsto anfy a few shilings, oreven pence!
At this rate of progress it is casy to sce what
mnst becosne of the movement for adding a
Jourth 10 the income of the Funds Besides
these 79 congregations, there are 228 others,
whose, increase on the four inonths is less then
&£5 cach ; the average heiug probably aot more
than from £2 to £3. Let us look at these
facts.  Tu the first place, we have 231 congre-
rativas positively falling off, as compared with
*he eerespoading menths of last year ; and in
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tho next place, we havo 307 congregations
whose increase in no case exceeds £6—the
average not being wmoro then half that sum.
What does this prove? It proves that not
more then on¢-third of the congregations of the
Church are doing anything fitted to'tell on the
all-important result at which we are aiming—
of securing a minimum stipend of £150 for the
amstry of our Churehs  We have 231 congre-
gations which, instead of helping the move-
went, have taken, by their deficiencies, £1248
from it ; and we have 307 congregations whose
entire aggregate increase is probably net more
then seven or eight hundred pounds.  Practi-
cally, therefore, in so far as these 538 congre-
gations are concerned, we not only Have no
wovement at all, but a positive falling off to
the extent of about £500. It is in the face of
that deficiency that the remajning 250 congre-
gations are left, as matters now stand, to pro-
vide the expected fousrth tothe gross income of
the Fund. The thing is out of the question,
On such a footing it cannot and will not be
done ; and the sooner people open their eyes
to the fact the better. ‘Itis quite plain tha
halfthe Churchis still asleep upon this subject,
—dreaming, no doubt, that the waork will soine-
how or other be accomplished, but at the sume
time leaving others to doit. It seemsto be a
universal infirmity of the human mind to pass
from one extreme to another, Last year abont
this period there was something amouating al-
most to a panic abrosd in the Church in vefer-
ence to this Fund. One might have supposed
from the way in which it was then very com-
mon to speak of it that it was on the point of
going to picces. Of course, that wasa great
extravagance. DBut that groundless alarm has
been succeeded by an almost as vnreasonable
confidence. A vague notion seems someliow
to have gotten into men’s minds that it 18 all
right now, and that there is no need to give
themselves any moro trouble or anxiety upon
the sabject. I fear that under the mischievous
influence of this mdelent and good-for-nothing
idea, there has been a great and altogether
premature relaxation of the efforts necessary to
ensurc success 3 hay, thatin cases only too
aumerous, these efloris have never heen begun
atall.  The staustics to which I have referred
wake 1t manifest that this is the fact. 1 ear-
nestly hope that there will be an end of tius,
If the wamisters, elders, and geacons of the
nuweraus congregations that were domg litle
ot satlung, many ofthem Jess then nothmng
for this great movenient, will not bestie them-
selves, 1t must fail, and it will deserve to fal.
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Three Hundredth Anniversary of the
HMartyrdom of Ridley and Latimer.

> A serinon was.preached on T'uesday after-

noon, m St. Mary Magdalen Church, Oxford,
adjmmag the Martyr’s Mewmonal, and adjacent
to the very spot where Iudley and Latimer
were burned, in commemoration of that event,
by the Rev. J. C. Miller, of Lincoln Collego,
Houorary Canonr of Worcester. and rector of]
Si. Marun’s, Biroungham.  The church was
crowded in every part. The preacher selected
for lnsiext the 11th verse of the 12th chapter
of Revelation,

The preacher commenced-by reminding his
hearers that on this occassion they were as-
scmbled to commemorate the death of those
who were martyrs not onlyin will but in deed.
Foremost among the many beauties of Oxford
stood that sculptured memorial, which told how

they cherished the martyrs' mémories, and

maintained their protest against tho Chyy
which kjndled those fires. Ilard Ly wagqyy
memorable spot on which those noble spyy,
mounted on their chariots of fire 1o 1ake they
place near God's altar.  Oxford had yet magy
a son who gloried in the Protestant Reforr,.
ton.  The preacher quoted the graphic des
cription given by Fox of the manner in w}e
the martyrs met their death. Thero wy,
suletnn interest attached to this ter-centenyy,
for they found the-Church and  Univeraiy o,
gaged in the samo painful stiife, un the sage
pomnts of controversy, between Protestant qup
and Romish error , which sealed the fauh
the martyrs. For the pure doetrino of yie
Lords's Supper were the fires on 1lus day 3
years kindled ; and the battle of the Reform.
tion 300 yearsago wassull being fought i,
bosom of the Reformed Church, Rome wy
still the same; she had withdrawn no chir,
altered no dugma, nor rescinded any cang,
and she still held that heresy was punishy
with death, and tolerativn inconsistency, (
all the cant of the present day, whether iy
pulpn. the senate, the platform, or the prey,
there was no cant 8o nauscous as that ofibery!
1sm on sae lips of Rome, The man whoy
him I would burn him if he could, he woj
give credit for his candour ; but the man vy
prated of toleration and hberty while anacy
to the Church of Rome, he could only despo
and regard him as_ignorant of the first poe
ples of his Church. In Oxford’s strectu
martyr’s candle, which was never tobey
out, was lighted; but he grieved to say, s
in Oxford a conspiracy was formed (o it
the martyr’s prophecy. In Oxford, meoki
banded together to put out the candle, als
Oxford was the Protestant Reformationsiliel
Many friends aud pupils, bound by the ued|
compantouship, had gone from them; bot,
withstanding personal recollections, they xm
boond to enter a stern protest against e
apostacy ; and, while they marvelled at tbex
fluence of Rome over svme, it was s}
humiliating to sce others aijnistering at Iy
tant altars and cating Protesiant bread, w
they were duing Rome’s work. The memor
oft;xe day forbade them to speak with
breath of Rome, and he asked if that ma
a firebrand und a bigot that gave Romeust
name, and charged her with idalatry, bea
if so, they would do well to throw dowa:
memorial which they had raised to ther
tyis’ memory. e then alluded to her
wments, and cited her latest iavention, the
maculate Conception, as the crowning
idoliang the Virgin Mary rather the
Church of the Living God. He stated tal
was not by Romish errors that the candle
attempted to be extinguished ; for there
anather and portentous evil in the md
Tngland, namely, Rationalism, and 3
that no lees than against Romanism thephl
contend ; for it was in danger hoth by or
traditions and rationalistic speculations.
ther in Smithfield or Oxford fires nught
blage ; whether others would be called
burned, it was not for them to say. T
duty was enough for them, to contend cx:
ly against Rome and Rationalism for the
once delivercd to the saints. The s
which oeccupicd one hour within five mu
will be shortly published. The beaunfo)»
otial of Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, s
ing the north end of Magdalen Chor),
was otnamented with evergreens,—lage
in pots occupying the steps witlun he
railing.




