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GENERAL SESSIONS 0P TITE PEAcE--TniE BENCIUERS BIL.

It will ho noticed that the Act respecting

Perjnry (Dom. stat. 32 & 33 Vic. cap. 23,
sec. 6), eînpowers the judge, &c., to direct that

any person guilty of perjury before him shail

ha prosecuted, "and to commit sncb person

s0 directed to ho prosecuted until the next

terin, sittings or session of apy Court having
pou,îr to try for perjnry." Now, the languago
of the Eng-lish enactînent 14 & 15 Vie. cap. 100,
sec. 19, fromn which ours is taken, atter pro.

viding that it shall and may ha Iawful for any
judgo, &c.. to direct, &c., is as follows: "and

to commit such person so dirccted to ho pro-

secuted until the next session Of oYer and
terminer or gaol delivery for the county or
district where," &c. ; indicating that the juris-
diction over sudi cases in this country is nlot
corifined to the assizes only, as in England.

From ail which, we take the deduction to ho,
that in cases of parjury at common law, the
Court of General Sessions of the Peace has no
jurisdiction ; in cases of perjury under the

statute of Elizabeth (this statute relates to

perjury hy witnasses only) the Court has

jnrisdiction. In cases of forgery at Common
law, it bas not jurisdiction : -B. v. Yarrington,
Salk. 406 ; R?. v. Gibs, 1 East. 173. As,
however, the statute of Edward provides that

if a case of difficulty arises upon the determi-
nation of the promises, that judgment shahl in
no wise ha given unless in the presence of one
of the justices of one or the other Bench, or
of one of the justices appointed to hold the
assizes, it is not at aIl prohable that the jus-
tices sitting in G encrai Sessions will take upon
themnselves to determine crimes of the more
serious nature, but will exorcise the Power
aboya given them of allowing such crimes to
romain over for the judge holding the assizes.

We do not feel that we have arrived at ,
very satisfactory conclusion-certainly flot at

the generally conceived idea; but in view of
the promises, wo cen form no other opinion
on the matter.

It is nlot improbable that the jurisdiction of

the Court of General Sessions will soon ho
fully settlad hy a decision of one of the- Supe-
rior Courts of Common Law, as we under.
stand a case was reserved IatelY hy One of th,
County ju.dges, upon the ground that hae bcd

doulits, and desired to have the opinion of the
Court of Q.ueen"s Bench as to whather or flot
the Courts of General Sessions have jnrisdic.
tien in cases of forgery.

TIIE BENCIIERS BILL.
Somne considcrable alterations have becn

made in this Bill hy the special committee to
whom. it was referred, as 3vili appear fromn
the extracts given helow. The privilege pro-
posedl to ho given to the silk gowns to elect
twelve memibers from amongst themnselvcs is
taken away; flhe provisions as to electoral dis-
tricts are struck out, and thirty Benchers arc
to ho elected, irrespective of locality ;length of
standing at the Bar is flot required, and the
youngest harrister is as eligible as the leader of
the Bar. The first election is to take place

next April, if the Bill pasFes.
The clauses referred to provide that-
sOn tha firgt day of Easter Tei in, one tbonsnd

eight hundrad and seventy-one, tlîe pre.4ent lion-
chers, except as hereiniafter proviled. Flial cetase
to bold office, and front and aftcr that dny tho
banchers of the Law Society, exclusive of ex-
qfficio menibers, shail ho thirty in number, to ha
elected as bereinafter provided.

For the purpose of the election otr the remnin-
ing thirty hanchera, each inemnber of the Ba~r not
biereinafter declared inchigiblo as an elector, many
vote for tbirty Poi-sons.

Snoh votes shall ha given by c1oýýed voting

papers, in the forna in sehedule A of this Act,
or to the like affect, being delivered to the Sec-
retary of the Law Society on CieO first Wednesday
of April of the year proper for such election, or
darving the Moriday and Tuesîlay imniediately
preccding: any voting papers received by the
said Secretary hy post during said days, or
during the precading week, shahl ha doemed as
delivered to hiiu.

The said voting papers shahl, upon the Tliurs-
day following, ha opened by the Secretary of the

Law Society in the presalîce of the scrutineers,
to be appointed as bereinafter niantioned, whO
oball scrutinize and count the votas, and keep a
record thereof in a proper book, to ha provided
by tbe said Society,

The thirty per8ons wbo sbaîl have the highast
numbar of votes shaîl ha benchars of the said
Law Society for the next terni.

Any person entitled to vote at sucob electiOfl
shall hae entitled to ha present at the epeniing Of
the Baid votiag papers.

In case of an aquality of votes betwean twO or

ibore persons, whichi leavas the election of QO
or more of 8uch banchera undeeided, then the
eaid 9crutineers shahi forthwith put iuto a balhOt"

box a nuniber of papers, wvith the naines of the
candidates baving sucli aquality (if votas writtefl
thareon, one for encli candidate, n'id the Sccre'


