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Snoticeable fact is the great number
'fcases which are now brought to the

bar Of the Court of Appeal. This may
Paretly, 'but cannot wholly, be accounted
for by the Ilgreat expeCtations" formed
'11 the minds of disappointed and exas-
erated litigants and sanguine young

lawyers, by a too profuse sprinkling at
8'l' earlY period of Ilappeal allowed.>' If
the Court continuer, to grow, as we think

i't go growing, in public confidence,
thj8I Plethora of work will continue ; but
't 's flot altogether a satisfactory state of
thing5 when appeals so much abound.

]Before this number reaches our readers
the Court of Appeal will have passed a
"e set of general orders, annulling al
rQ1le5 and orders heretofore made, except
tbe mies 110w in force respecting appeals
t'o the Priv3i Couincil. There is to be a
8eparate set of mules for County Court
aPeals. This will be a great boon to
th" Profession. The Judges have also pre-
Pared at tariff of fées under sec. 1 23 of

the Insolvent Act, whrich has long been
wanted. They should now, Ilwhile their
hand is in," set theinselves to the task of
ptitting the Surrogate tariff, both for
clerks and solicitors, in a more reason-
able shape. At the present day it is an
absurdity. The Lieutenant-Governor
must, however, firat appoint the Com-
mission.

Let there be enrolled among the curio-
sities of law, the charge which a chairman
of Quarter Sessions, according to the
Solicitors' Journal, recently gave to the
jury, "lLet me tell you gentlemen, that a
man who walks arm-in-arm down the
street with a man who has stolen ducks,
is equally guilty in the eye of the law."

A gross attack has recently been made
by a disreputable country paper upon
the County Judge of the Couuty of On-
tario. The article is so abusive that the
writer has overshot his mark, and has
orily succeeded in bringing upon himself
contempt. H1e is, according to his own
shewing, a diaappointed suitor, who
seems to have endeavoured to make a
municipality pay more for printing than
his regular rates. The learned Judge
can well afford to leave the matter to
the good sense of the community, though
we should ho glad to sce the writer
receive the punishment he so richly
deserves.

The House of Commons has adopted
the principle that persons charged with
common assanit shall be competent wit-
nesses ini their own behalf, and may also
be called as witnesses for the prosecu-
tion ; and further, that the wife shall be
a competent witness on behaîf of the
accused. The bill was introduced by a
private member, a layman, but the Mi-
nister of Justice said he saw no objection
to it, and it wus fully discussed by

-4Prili 1878.]


