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diokcum. On reaching the woodjs. 1 found there no river or
stream or streamiet. nor anv -p-gt at ail wlîere one would expeet
that species of Thalict rum; iLut 1 wvas slow in reaching ihe wood-
land destination because of the interesling ojets--Ibotanical-
wbich 1 met with along the railwav. The botanist in a prairie
countrv alrwavs niakes the railroads bis highiway as a pedestrian.
hecause along surit lune onlv can he llope to find strips of prairie
land that were neyer overtumned bw the plow. and wlîerc relinants
of the original native plants of the re-gion have stood chances of
survi val.

The- tirst half-n-ile or so castward fromt Strathrov bv the
railway is low pr-LiTie land. at least now. though almost doubtless
it may liave l'ccn wet tube)r land originallv Ille Svdenham
River ncar wbich Strathroy was liui h being wel tim>ered, like
other streais of the region. ail along i-.s course. To thc plant
associations of tha-is hall-mile of low nicist prairie 1 shahl return
later; b'ut Ille boundarv of ibis low land, at the eastward. is a
low but broadl ridge of dry ani light sandv sc.il. perhiaps a Igla(ial
<iepcsit, or else an ancient banik of the river now a hiall-mille
distant. The railway lias been c-ut thrcuglh ibis sandy ridgc. and
the land on the si<lcs of the track is prairie nleyer vet brokecn by
the plow. On the nortlîwestward sloî>e of ibis sliiit elevation,
under that protection fr..m ctule wbich flic railwav fences
secure to manv an easi"% exl inguishied native floiver. I rccognized],
even before 1 baci corne vers- near the spot. a fine colony of an
old favorite not sertn liv nie before for manv a vear. FIirconicz
tri/lora. t ie Thre-flcowe-cre(l Avens, or Tlhr-e-flowereci Gruni. Thîis
is one of several beauwiful cariv spring flov.-rs whîii liolanists
and lot-crç of wild flcrýers in Wisconsin. and in Michigan a genera-
lion ago. knev as f lic carliesit 1hingç of spring. and t bey sought it
as ibcv <11< the i>asque Flnwt-r, PI>zsaiilla X,,tilifina and

kanwuu.çrIomhjd<uson thle H:lakest and coidest exposures
of the knolls of glacial drift. where alone cit lier one oft lie t lirce
wvas ever to l)C serti. Of conurse ii the niiddle of june in western
Ont-trio the I--i-rt-opiai was% past ils flc>weringz. lbut the tîîfts of
soft feat helr' coma. tlbat as anr apipendage tu o1lic liend of serds is
almost as red as the flower itsel[- -ibese reniain uni il the hiegin-
ning of sumrmer aned rentier a colonv of flic plants a tliing of
beauty as lonz as tliev last.

(On fuis sanie slope 1 oliserveil a single plant (f a violet Ibat
1 had nul met will h ,efore. î;or hiave 1 Feen il ,zince ina ;nv laler
i ravc-is. As lufuia' alone it niigbî -i-e n V*. /il;ilbriilii.
but it liad t lirce good trarksû preclu4c ils 1,cing referretl lu thlat
communin and rallier wicvdisperse(] sîîecie. Ils sinut root-
stock was widely and min tifarivuslv ylranclied. su) ilat t le plant
..s a wholc fuw-med qîtile a liroadl tmît. Entireiv pasi flie priud


