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or on tablets affixedl to whîch, were inscribed the naines of the cre-
ditors or the proprietor, and the sains due to ecdi ; sureties were also
exacted in ail transactions conccrning landed property, and severe,
penalties imposed by lawv on those who should, be guilty of' fraîtdulent
toncealiitents, in such transactions-amongr theEe wvere Ilinfiy,"
and condexnnation to, labor in the mines.

he conunon law of France before the revolution, 'witht the excep-
tion of somne provinces in vili imperfeet systeins of registration ex-
isted, was exceedingly deficient in provisions for tie security of la-
vestments on real property-the, want of which wvns flot only severely
feit by capitalists and landed proprietors theinselves, but also regrretted
and lanentcd by tie w'isest and niost enligitened of lier autiors and
statesmnen.-Loyseau, a celebrated legai writer, wvho flourislhed in the
sixteentlî century, thus i'aises his voice against the liardsiips qa in-
justice or whichi secret encumbrances were the constant and fruitful
source-"- But the laconvenience, is great," says lie Ilto, a purcinser

"ngood faiti, wtho, thinking himself secured ia tint whichi is soid to
him and put into bis possession, well knowving tint it beloaged to

"bis vendor, secs hiniseif at last evicted and deprived of it by an
"linevitable xisfortune, a-rising from, previous encurabrances, wlsich
"being secretly created, it was not possible for hM to '..noiv or to dis-
"cover-")

Various attempts to rciinedy tlîis crying evil were made £rom tine to
tirne. So far back as 1581, Henry 111, passed an Ed*ct kingii
regvistration esszenti-al to the validity of Ucculs of Sale and Mortgages:-
-But titis Ediet waýs revokced in 158S.-Again, iii 16739, Louis XIV
was inducctd by bis great 1Minister, Colbcrt, to attempt the reform of
an abuse whicli, liowcver, lid taien too deep arootinla ie prejuidices of
thue nation, andenlisted too nay iaterests la iLs favor to be easily sha-
k-en. Accordingly, -we find tie Royal Edilet of tic 293rd March of
tlint yenr, cstablishing registry offices tliroughout France, revoked la
April 16'4, on the nvowved grouad tint Ilalthougi our subjects niay
"receive very considerable advantages fron îts execution, stili, as it
usunlly happens tint; thc inost useful reforins meetw~ith dilliculties

"on their lii'st establishmnt> there are soine la titis case iich cannot
"bc surniounted at n tiine wlien we are obliged to give our principal
"attention to tic affiairs of tic ivar."

But tie sea. lid been sown, which. was ia time destincd to brin-
forthi good fruits.-T£ie friends of uiseful rcforrn la rirance, among
whom wcre nxany eminent jurists, continued to clierisli a hope tint;
sonie similar law wrould be enactcd. DHiéricourt a legai writer of
tic lighcist antiority, ia bis trcntise on tic sale of real property ia ex-
ecution, publishied la 1727, exprcsscd a strong desire for tic re-estab-
lisiment of Rcgistry Offices, and hoped tint ln suci, a case, due atten-
tion -might be paid to observations on tic Ediet of 1673, mande by Mr.


