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Kingston, 674; Hamilton, 708 ; also
one at Orillia, with 312 iunates. TIotal
riurnber of inhnates for ali asylums is
4,098. Houses of refuge for the year
ending () M. 30, '91.-I amn unable to
give the nuniber of inrnates, but
hope those who follow upon that
topic will be able to give a de-
tailed statem ut for the year ending 9th
M. 30, '91.

CAPITAL PUNISHMIENT.

In taking up this subjeet I do flot
purpose to discuss it to any very great
length, but perchance. by a few words,
1 may be enabled to stir up the think-
ing mind, that they rnay see how ,ïiuch
respousibility depends upon every citi-
zeu of our land, for every human life
that 15 taken by the haud of law and
said by many to be justifiable. Dqes
capital puuishmeut prohibit crime? It
certainly does not, for capital offences
are increasing with nîuch greater rapid-
ity thau population, while the law is
just as rigid as formerly Hence, the
great necessity of some great change in
the mode of punishment, if for no
gceater reason than to lessen crime.
TIhe present mode of punishrnent is
morally and spiritually wroug.

In the first accouut of the first
offence of the taking of hurnu life,
wvhere the out'vard puuishmeut was in-
fiicted by God himself, he not ouly
spared- the lite of Cain, but set a mark
upoxi him, and pronounced a seveufold
greater punishment upou him who
should slay Cain. God, in his infinite
wisdorn saw that it w'as wrong to take
the life of man, and even pronouuced
sevenfold greater puuishimeut upon
him who should take the life of a mur-
derer. XVhat right has finite man to
set aside God's great example ? Then
in the comimaudments it is written,
1'Thou shaît flot kil]." Is that flot an
imperative cornmand giviug rio chance
to avoid it, but sirrply declariug i
strongest terrns flot to do so.

There is no sin so great that God in
bis infinite mercy will flot pardon, if
only the transgressor wiIl become truly

repentent. This being so, if the mur-
derer bas becorne truly peniteur, and
been forgiven, wvhat is the couse-
quence ? Is flot the law taking the
life of a forgiven being. a redeerned
being, a disciple of (3od ? And if ho
has not becorne truly repentent and re-
ceived forgiveness, what is the couse-
quence. Is flot the law launching a
soul into eternity, beyoud aIl possibility
of repentance ? Heuce, as I understand
it, the great wisdomn of God in setting
forth the seveufold puuish-i eflt for so
doing. %Vhat is the result? Not the
Iaw teaching unto mankind, and prac-
ticing the very sanie feature which it
wvas intended to prevent; and even if
the action ivas justifiable, who is the
executioner? Iu alrnost every case> if
flot always, ho is a man fallen in prin-
ciple and morals, and I firrnly believe
as great a sinner as the one who is to
be pîînished, thus breaking the I3lessed
Master's testirnouy and exaniple, when
the womau was to be stoned to death
under the Mosaic law. ' Let hlm who
is without sin cast the first sione."ý
Here cornes the question, who is re-
spousile for the law ? 1 can but an-
swver, they ivho sanction and uphold the
law ; yes, and every one who is indiffer-
eut unto the cause. They who try to
excuse themselves by sayiug they can-
flot help it, it is the lawv of the country.
If wve are flot active in this matter, try-
ing to have thiugs made righr, are wve
not in the sarne position Saul was in,
at the stoning of Stephen: are wve flot
cousenting unto the death of the victim ?
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REFORMATORIES.

Rend at the Philatithropic Session of Loho F. Di. S.
held at Coldstrean, Ontario, 3rd nio. x893.

There are iu the Proyince of On-
tario, two reformatories; one for
fernales at Toronto, kriown as the Au-
drew Mercer Reforrnatory, the other at
Penetaruishene, for boys, about which
I wiIl try to, tell you something of iu-
terest.

The Afldrew Mercer Reforrnatory
for fernales has in conuection with it a


