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The Assembly declared in favour of the
resolution by a majority of 2100 to 6.—
These six are the party referred to by
Nirzch, as secking union in theway of keep-
ing all confessions in abeyance.

On the plaius of Germany we behold the
aldest banner of the Reformation, so loug
faid aside and forgotten, again lifted up —
We see the Protestant hosts, hitherto spread
over the field in rival and hostile encamp-
ments, beginning again to rally benenth
that banper, and to form themselves into
one united phalanx. Let us hope that the
arms which have been so long turned a-
goinst onc another by the Lutherans and
Reformists, may now be turned against
Rome.

Before attempting to estimate the gain to
the Protestant canse vesulting from this de-
claration of the Kirckentag, let us refresh
the momorics of our readers on the Augs-
burg confession.

At the Diet of Worms, Luther stood
alone. But nine years later, on the 25th of
June, 1530, the foremost of the German
clectors, princes, and cities, boldly confess-
ed the same cause in presence of the Em-
peror, Chatles V., at Augsburg., So_prodi-
giously had the Reformation progressed m
that short space. The day already indica-
ted is the date of the Augsburg confession.
“This,” says D*Azbigne. “ was destined to
be the greatest day of the Reformation, and
one of the most glorious in the history of
christianity and of mankind.”

The Augsburg confession includes a sum-
mary of all the leading doctrines of salva-
tion. This confession contains one mighty
defect, which we shall afterwards specify.—
With this exception, its cuumeration of the
teading doctrines of thegospel is characteri-
sed by clearness, simplicity, and soundness.
Especially does it contain the Bible doc-
trine vespecting the Trinity, the fall, the
atonement, justification by faith alone, re-
mission of sins through Christ’s satisfuetion,
the renewing grace of the Spirit, the vesur-

rection, and eternal glory. Such are the
heads of the document drawn up by Me-
lancthon, and read by the chaucellor Bayer,
on the eventful 25th of June, 1530, beiore
Charles V. and his assembled prelates,
priaces, warriors, and statesmen, in the cha-
pel of the Palatine palace. .

These doctrines werec not new, though
they sounded as new to the men who listen-
ed in hreathless silence to the reading of
them in the Palatine chapel. They were
fifteen hundred years old. They had been
preached by Paul and Peter and John, lon
before they were taught by Luther, or writ;
ten by Melancthon, or read in the presence
of the empire by Bayer. Romanists have
often maintained that the doctrines embodi-
¢d in the Protestant confessions are not ol-
der than the date of the Reformation. The
great schism of the sixteenth century, they
13y, creatd all these doctrines. What an

absurdity ! Is the man who firstd iscovers
the stars after n lovg continued fog, the
creator of the stars?  YWhen openings were
mude in the thick durkness of Popery, men
saw once more the bright Yights'in the fir-
mament of revelation. ~ But it was not the
Reformers who placed these lights there,
but God himself. The Augsburg confes-
sion did not create it; it only professed it,

The Word of God alone is without error.
Al creeds and professions ave fallible. One
great crror, we have said, lurked in this
otherwise noble confession of the truth.~
Article X. is to the followmg effect—** That
the body and blood of Christ are veally pre-
seut ad administered in the Lord’s Supper
to those who partake of it". It is with re-
ference to this article that the Alrckentagl us
added the explanation alyendy quoted, to
the effect that the adoption of the Augsburg
confession by the ditferent bodies forming
the Kirchentag, as their common symbol,
shall not be held as prejudicing the peculiar
views of these bodies with reference to Ar-
ticle X. of that confession. Itis wellknown
that the Lutheran and Reformed churches
take difterent views on the subject of this
article. The views of Luther were but lit-
tle removed from the doetrine of transub-
stantiation ; and the introduction of the cor-
porenl presence into the Augsburg confes-
sion produced a schism among the reform-
ers which was one of the main causes of
thrawing back the progress of the Reforma-
tion. ‘This great error is still the chicf
stumbling-block in the way of union. The
attempt 10 get aver this difficulty bears on
the face of it something like a contradiction.
It looks as if, at the moment of uniting in
the same confession of faith, they declare
that they still hold by all their distinctive
views, but candidly construed, and with
reference to all circumstances, the import of
their declaration, We Jdoubt not, js that they
aarce in the substance of the Angsburg con-
fession, and the truths it contains; and as ta
points not embraced in that confession, or
on which other Protestant confessions hold
a different language, they reserve to them-
selves the right of adhering to the articles
of their respective communions,

Still, with all these abatements. we are
disposed to think that the gain of the Pro-
testant cause is considerable. The great
duty of umon has been recognised. The
eyes of all religious bodids in Germany
have been turned to the oldest and in some
respects one of the noblest confessions of
Protestantism. A substantial agreement in
the great traths of that confession has been
proclaimed by a body of more than two
thouand persons, mostly pastors. A basis
has been laid for co-operation, aad, by the
blessing of the Divine Spirit, agreement
may in no long time be attained on those
points on which there is still diversity of
sentiment. In the present movement thers
bas been nothing of State interference, and




