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Ptaztor anb fleopie.
Il'..I.,&IP.5 Ués U.

lie leads ut oL

l'isvird île leads us, 'houglit om sters 4ie oaw,
'Thiaugh oit ove laint and later by rite way,
1 flougia turnh, and dirknes, oit obsruare the day.

Vet Mienc the cI...u.s arc gune
WC e i<ta lie tends us au

le lads us on
T'hruugh ail the unquittYeas ,

last ail nur drcanilanîrtbapcs and doubits and féars
iîle guides or çteps. rhrougia allte tangled nxarc
01 sn, of snuow tnd o'erciouded days.

We lnuw Ili-, symi s dune
And stili lit leads us on.

And lie, -at last,
Alier the weary surite,

Alter the resiess lever ove cail lie,
After thse dçceainess, the aching pain,
The many stoggles wvhich hanve procd in vaitn -

Alter aur tols are past-
'Vall iitveius testat alast.

U.i*FJNJISHEFD IORK.

itv C.Il. oVFl'IiERBoE.

Wbcn a strang Christian worker is cot
doova in the ridst of bis splendid osefulncss,
leavirng bis work unfinisbed, there are mnny
whn greatiy hemoathoe eveot and fedl that
the wnrk bas met an irrecoverable setback.
Everytbing looks dark atnd appallbng, and
dire predictions are mode concering the fur-
ther outomeaof thespeciai work in wbicb the
deceased bad beeo so efficlently engaged.
Parlicuiarby Is this troc In cases wbere the
workcrs are fewv tnd non other trained leader
is in sibt. flot that unfinisbed suark, if il bc
essential ta Gad's honnur, sill be carried an
la due tume by sorne orber boranabnds,
perhaps ont presently discovered by met).
Dr. Madlames says: "Joseph migbt bave
soid, suben be lay dying, ' Weil 1 perbops 1
made a mistake, airer ail. I should ont bave
bmaught ibis people doova bere, evea if I
have been led hither. I do sot sec that I
bave belped tbem once'"tep towords the pos-
session oi thc land. Da yo remember the
aid prverb about certain people who shouid
ont secebalf-finisbed sork ? Ail om wnrio
ibis worid bas tn bc anly what the physînlo-
gisîs caîl functinnai. God bas a great-scheme
uning on trougb tges. Joseph gives l a

heiping band for a bit; and then snmetody
eIsc takes up the ronning tond carnies the
purpose (arsuard a uitile iurther." Yes, om
womk may sceen unfinisbed, whea ove die,
but ather bands, mode eady, silI îakc il up.

GIVIN G JVAY WHhi1aE IVE A.E
~STROAGEST.

liv RaV. josmmt'a aaAMItaTON.

We bave nten heaid il said that tbe
strength ai a chais is just the srengtb ofitîs
weakest link. With certain limitations the
sanie ning ls troc ai character. We are
liablc ta break downi at our weakest- point.
Wbere tbeme is know o 0bc some wetok point
ina a fomress, that seak point ls likely ta be
assailed, the ciladel takent,tond the garisan
put la mout.

Buot Ibis is only ane view ai the case, il
ls nnly one side nf the shole tutb ; tnd it
Is the ether side af the traih that I wisb ta
bing intn vieov bere. The forress sue bave
supposcd may bave a weak point ; but if
the commander nf the fnrlmess is asuare ni
that, be may post sa many of bis troaps aI
that seak pot that it eally becornes the
strangest point in the suhnle garristua.I
that point is assoultcd, the tssault s likehy
on bc eboked. On the nîher baod, there
may be somte position in that iortress su
vemy stmong that Il Is lefî nnguarded. The
comm ander fecis Ibat there Is blle danger
of any successful atlack being made there,
sa be dras s ft bis men tnd plants therniai
points ohat arc veakcm or mare e'cpused
Sucb a course 3;eems reasanabe , but l may
be a fatal mistake. The general ai the ai-
taking tommy may calculatthat the strong

Position wilinont be oveli dcfcnded ; be nt-
lncks It ; il gives away; tbecbreacb is made ;
the conquering army enters and takes pos-
session. The (ortress bas braken down
wbcrc it was strongcst.

Just sa it is often lu Christiano character.
It Is ont the weak point aiways that Is ns-
sallcd, and gives away. It is often wbere a
man is strongest tbat bc yields, and Rocs
down. If I known where 1 amn wcakest, 1
miay delend that point so resoluteiy that 1 bc-
corne stronger there thon nnywbere. h1rnay,
perbaps, bave yielded there before ; n0w I
am na auy guard ; by the belp nf God I arn
sale at tixat point. But the comlng enemy
may attack me where I bave been sirnog
heretofnre. 1 ar nont prepared for that;
the position isnont guanded ; just there I arn
dfeated ; the character bas broisca down
nI is strongest point. It wnuld be easy in
cite rnany not..b>te examples an the saine
principie. Abraham, Moses, Solomon,
James, John, Peter-broke down ovbcre they
oere strongest. Il Let him that tbinketh bc
standeîb take heed lest bie (ai." The citadel
of the sool oeeds to bc guarded ail round.

Mîmico.

SCRIPI'URE TEXTES 1L U.
2'J Z AJTED1

RKV. J. A. Mi KERN, 1l.Aý

'A man was (ainouâ atcordiul; ab he had liied up
axes upon the ttick trc.-P xixv. 5.

1 once tank mucb interest la watcbiog
the crowth o! a younig banyton trec. The
peculiarity onIlis babil Is weli known. Its
droopiog branches failta the grouod tond
ranI tbemselves there, forming acccssory
trunks, wchich widen and strengthcn the
migbty grasp of the tree. The liquor traffic
is like a banyan trec. Frmmlis pillared
props the centuries look down. Its wide
spreadlng branches bave drooped and rooted
tbemselves in ait lands. We bave watched
the growlb of this tree in aur owo country.
Its dark sbadow bas spread wider, ils fatal
ots bave strock deeper, its multitudîuous

trunks have grown tbicker. Our country's
strtngth is being sapped by thtaunconsciou-
able dernds of this trce, and yet aur
Governmýent-., Provincial and Fedemal, do
dlg about It and dung il. We rend oi a
lime when men who built for God werc
fanous accordlng as îbey liiîect up axes
upon the thick trees. We have bere a tbick
tree, aond work for maay axes, and fame for
those who will wield them aigbî. But this
banyan tre will ont be destroyed by the
cutting down nfitis growîb bn a tonship, or
in a COUnîty, Or Ceea in a pravince ; tbe
work must be donc for the whole Dominion,
for as long as a branch rem.tios nev roots
wili be fommed.

Wbeu white mca first ooucbed aur tree.
clad coasts, and sailcd up tbe rivers dark-
ened witb ovcrbanging branches, and along
the shores of the lakes that wcme laites af
the wood, tbey must bave been overwbelmert
at the îboogbî of sucb a stupendous task as
the felling af these forests primeval. Ycî
tbat work has been donc, tnd it bas been
donc by eacb settler cutting down the trees
rouind about bis own borne, tond when eacb
bad donneilus work, clearing touched clear-
ing. Now we arc witnesses ai a second
mrowtb, a giant cvii bas taken moont i our
country and sprcad its burtful sbadow every.
wbere. Anotber clearing must be made,
tond again the appeal is îa the sellier, ta
every onc whn 'wbo would make bis home
bere. Every man who bas a vote bas an
axc. Whea we cao get that axe in the
bands of men witb Christian conscience,
and sense .1 esponsibility, then the doomn
of aur counry's baneful banyton irce is
sealed.

Orana.

O 1 for a feeling ai security in danger,
the mapsà't not of a calcülatiannif" probabali-
tlc. ,r û.ü o a bllrsd contidcnce in the
"stabi.î.y «11 îaîngs, but nf a cbild's lovlog
trust in it-. F 4îhtr I

A DIVINE AESGE

One Sabbatb eveaîng this spriog a
very much pemplexed aond discoraged wom
au wenî ber way ta churcb. She liad been
In two miods about goiog, for the evening
was warm and the couch lu bier chamber
lookcd very iovlting, white the unusuol
quilet af the bouse and the pence ai the bout
oflered a welcome balm ta ber wearied
nerves. flesides this, site bad aircody at-
tended cburch once that day, tnd il wns an
open question wbetber, in view ai a full and
anxious yreek, tu begin as soion as Monday
sbould swing ovîde lts portais, l was flot ber
duty ratber ta stay ai home thon ta go nut,
even ta the sanctoary. Hoovever, bier con-
clusion at last suas that the, vesper service
could flot be oeglecced and that ber vacant
place, should she yield to the salicitations of
case, or even of neededmest, would bauint
ber through the coming sevea days, soi as 1
said, site wenît t churcb.

As aiways, there was a portion walting
for the bungry cbild ut the Fatber's table,
tond t suas kneaded nf the finest o! the subeat.
The openlng prayers and the responsîve
reading seemed meant for ber, as Indeed
tbey were, so simple, so direct, so personal
and su uplifîing were the tenor nf Scripture
selections tond of eainest pttitiaxa. Alid ten
came the divine message, on the wlngs of n
tender byrno, sung by a gil's silvery volce

In heavcnly love abiding,
No change rny heait shill (car

Anud sale is such coauiding,
For nothiog changes here.

The stoint may roar wvithout me,
My beari May low bc laid,

But God is round -.bout me.
Iow can I be dîsniayed .

Yau bave secs a flawea, parcbed and
speot for the need ai train, dopiig tnd
fading tnd shornofnitis beauty, tnd then bc-
fore your cyes the sbower bas falien, dreucb'
Ing its ranis, filling its cup, washiog ils
petals, tond il bas takea iratnd put on, ncw
lie-" The garment ofipraise for the spirit of
beaviness." &.ven white the soveet notes
vibrated tbrnugh the upper ooni wberc
God's people were assemblcd, the Master
witb tbern, as surciy as with the ieov wbq
ioved bita and te iwtxurr e appeated ci aid
in Gailce, a great tronquiiity, a beavenly
pecatnd relresbmeaî camne la tbe soul of
the disbcarîened wosiper. A gladness of
spirit, a resoiction to overcame, a nesu
sîreogth oere besawcd ona ber as the bird-
ike voice sang on. Then ather voices,

young tond stmong, lenor, contralto, boss,
jalned in the barmany, tond the argon chords
swelled in a grand accompaniment.

Whetever Ie may guide me.
Nn w3nt shai toma nie back

My Sheplierd is beside me,
And nothig can I lsck

Ilis wisdorn ever wakeih
1ils sight is never dito

Ile knows the way he talceih,
And I will walk wiîbh lim.

The divine message lntendcd for hem
reacbed ber ta the Lord's bouse tond shc was
cnabled ta go forwatd with renewed encrgy.
But flot ahane ta the hymo, sung by the
trained quartet as part of their waek for the
day, was ibis message confined. Part ni it
suas la tbe pastor's prayer that fargatnon
oce, that included evcry home tond becart la
the cangregation ; partlai it suas Ina the rare-
ly cloquent sermon, ernphas'zng practical
duty tond calling for fideliiy I l "iat wbicb
is letst."l Part afiti, tond non smail part,
came îhmnugb the thougbt nf the pastar hlm-
selt, speaking as camaestly and with as
thornugb tond coascientiaus preparatien co
the smalcr evcoing as ta the lut-gem mat-o-
ing audience. Part afiit, no doubo, was due
tn Ibat sort of IlChristian eqdavr Ilwbicb,
appiicd ta the' individual case, baëi bougbt
this particolar suoman tn ber asun pew that
summer nigbt.

There is a tendcocy to ignore or omît or
set small store by the cveoang serv.Le on tbe
Lord's dtov. Sa long as wc bave a second
service wonid it Ont bc ta aur profit, perbaps
ta aur gré-at comfart tond joy, ta attend lit
faithluliy ? Ooiy andivaduai fldelity can e-
move the reproaChLa hat attaches ta a thin
evcning cnngregtotinO. Crotvdvare cnmpjs-
cd of units.-Mlargaret E. Sangster, in. the
Congrgationalist.

À 82'RRRI'-C0ReYSl Q UESTIu2i'.

Tbursday cvcoiag, on rny way te0th
prayer meeting, a boy afflicted wlth Si.
Vitus' dance stopped me and asked this
strange question:

IlDo tbcy let folks in down there"
He sat by my slde ihat evening, and i

tbougbt of bis question more thon onLc.
We oftca wonder why people dû cet

corne tc cbuich and t'etthe prayerrneeting
more than tbey do. May it not bc truc thai
tbcy ofteo wonder wbtbcr we watot tbern ot
et ?

Ilave tbey any reason for tbioking that
tbey are neot wanted? i I have sornetinies
caled on people wbo have trcated me wilh
the ovtrnnsî poiiteness and ycî somethingin
their manner would give the lie to their
words wbca rhey sald, "Do stay a U;ttle
langer."

1 couidnt help tbinking thait bad they
spoken bonesîly tbey would bave said, 111
arn rcaily glati you are gong."

We are not wllilng te admit that we gite
people reason to tbink that they arcetn.
wantcdi the prayer.meeting. But 'ilty
want some positive evidence that îbey are
waoted. They want this evidence befit
îhey go, and îhey wanî it again afîer tbey
get ioto the meeting.

When my friend invites me to spend the
evening with him 1 conclude thal he is golog
to put himself te sanie trouble for my eoter.
tainient. But suppose that wbec the
frieods Vou have invlted to prayer meeting
gel there îbey flod obemnselves not in an at.
mnosphere that is warmr and cheerful, butin
one that suggests ice ; do you think thef
feel that tbey are reaiiy wanted there ?

1 have a iend whose wfe says of!bhte
whea compaoy cornes he neyer caoa renetre
them i wthout embarrassmnent. He is sby,
aond the presence ni cailers, boweyer much
bc may like tbem, dnes ont scrve te maket
hlm Ibel at case.

IThere is one lhing, howevcr," she adds,
"that bc aiways dues i the weather offers

the least excuse for il. lHe rushes out to tit
wood-bouse, brings in somte wnod, and puils
it on the grotte; and he really can build a
spiendid fite. Thai talces with everybody.
He feels more nit case aller he bas doocethat
hecause, lhoughbhe doca not shtne ia con.
versation, yet he has donc sornetblng for ot
guests, aond they do eDîny the ire cs'Cr S
niuch."

Now, when a stranger or two drop unes.
pectedly loto a prayer-meeting their entrance
shnuld nt bcelike the openlng of a door that
lets in cold air.

0Oa the ather haud, the flame ef dtvoatu
should burn ail the more hrightly, bCIng
kiodled on the aitar af a genuine love for
tbeir souls. In such an atmosphere would
tbey not soon feel at borne? And then hou
easy it would be for us whose bearis have
been warmed to give tbern a rigbî haod ei
welcome with a heart bebiod it 1 1 arn suit
that under sucb conditions our " Corne
again " would nt seem a mere formatlv,
and they would be very likely to corne agatn.
-Egbert. L Bangs.

THIE ARI OF HEA RING.

If the preacher moulds the bearcesit is
neot less truc that the bearers make or oux
the preacher. The sight of a thin aodnun-
sympathetic coogregation, as the mioist&i
enters the puipit, wil sornetirnes cluill the
message on his lips, even îboug bc beas
corne there wltb bis heart on fire ; and, 03
the contrary, the play of emotion on a single
attentive face soaetirues imparts wazmili t
the delivery of an entire' discourse, Th'
sense of two or tbree superlor listeners, 01
even a siogle one, %voitoften bewtb:bte m-
ister in bis study during the entire wà
spurriog bim ta diligence, tond forbidicg
hlm to (ail below their expectations. l'o-
awarcs, the preacbenr sways t0 the level of
bis average audience. Il there aretrnafY
bearing him who are abreast of thc best
knowledge of the day, be must addresq hlm
self frequco IV to tbe solution nf the problemst
witb witcb the age is struggling;- but of Lis
hearers are uniotelligent except la re;àa D
thue loterests ni their owa occupations, lhe wIVl
iunconsciously oarrow the swecp of bis idti'
wlîbln the circumferenice ni their Con1àP1C',
bension.-Dr. Staiker, in C'ongregatioaist .
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