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BY ** FIDELIB,"
Alter roforring to their ovident goud.will and
friondliness, tho sritor gues on to say .—

 Merv mlgui&v, which cannot but ba alightly shocking
to porsons of fastidious tasto, wo pass by asa trifle. Bus
it {8 not so easy to get over tho shook caveed by the vory
unsremonious way tn which theso mon speak of the most
saorod things and names, and their freo a2 casy manner
of saddressing the Deity. Wo havo sometimes fclt so
strongly on tho subject as to doubt whother tho term re.
ligicus can with justico be applied to tho proccedings of
the Salvationists. Ono trainoed to plous reverence in word
and sct cannot but ask Limself, when ho hears and sces
theso men or roads somo, of their printed words, * Is this
religlon at all?® Wo must confoss, howerer, thas it bo-
comes necessary {o modify ono's judgment rospecting Sal-
vationist (rroverenco swhen ono seos it near cnough, It must
bo frankly and fearlessly and very closcly looked at, and
whon this is done, it is seen, wa venturo to think, not to
bo casentially irroverent, Thoe apparent familiarity, tho
{roc-and.easiness with which thoso men address the oll{.
sppears to us to result from their oxtraordinarily vivid
realization of his continued presenco. Ordinary wor.
shipers nnly approach God ocoasionslly, and when they
do #0 thoy focl it a solemn thing to enter his prosence,
and sccordingly o thing not to bo dono without duo core.
mony, Tho Salvationists, so it scems to us, in all their
procecdings never for a momeont lay asido their conscious-
ness that thoy are in the immediate presence of tho Deity.
Thoy never onter bia presencoe bocause they never quit it.”

Theso quotations are given at sume length, becauso
they show *“ie homogencous naturo of the movement
and thosii_.. ity with which it strikes.observers un tho
opposito aides of tho glube. Certainly ono of 1ts most
marked charactoristics is its uncumprunusing vppusi-
tion to what Dr. Robertson Smith calls ¢ g too prova-
lent way of thinking, which is certainly not biblical,
but which leavens almost tho whole life of modern
times, and bas accustomed us to regard religion as a
thing by itself, which ought indeed to influenco daily
lifo, but novertheless occupies o separato place in our
hearts and actions.” With them all lifo belongs to
God. Love to Him is their motive power in all
spheres of action. Nothing is tu be * commun ur un-

ean,” and all things, great ur small, aro tu be dune
with a view to his glory. It is the same thought that
Jean Ingelow oxpresses when she sings .—

* Par better in its place tho lowliess bind
8hould sing to Him aright tho lowliest song,
Than that s seraph strayed should take tho word,
And sing His glory wrong 1™

But it is time that somothing ehould bo said as to
thoir modes of working. Their meetings are of vari-
ous kinds, those which tho converts hold specially for
worship being of a very quict character and often very
solemn. Butall aro alike distinguished by absulute
unconventionality, which is with them a protest
agoinst formalism and its chilling, and deadening in
flugnce. When they first ““attack™ a place, tho at
tacking forco usually forms a procession, large or
small, as the case may be, and marches to the place
of moeting, playing musical instruments, if they have
any, sin%ing if they have none, and thus compel the
notice of the passors-by and attract them frem curi-
ozity to comeand hear what they have to say, which,
whatever faults it may havo, is sure to have the merits
of directness and point. Circumlocution is as much
at a discount with them &s formalism, and this is one
secrét of their success.

Their ordinary meetings, held evoning after oven.
ing, are, of course, not conducted on any fixed rulo,
although there is a general similnrity. The presiding
officer is usually o ** captain,” relieved by one or two
¢¢ lieutenants,” and theso are, very frequently, young
women. As arule, they are active, vivacious, thrill-
ing with cloctric energy and personal magnetism, and
speedily make an impression even on the roughest au-
dience. He or she is *“ all there,” on duty <with hand,
voice, and mind, from beginning to end, acting as
orchestra-conductor, chairman, prompter, and chief
speaker, all in one. Beating quick time, with both
haads, to the lively hymns and choruses, feeling the
pulso of the meoting, ready with hymn or Bible, read-
ing or praycr, as mry scem at tho nioment most ex-
pedient, supplied with any amount of ammunition in
tho shape of appropriate impromptu remarks, hymns
appropriato to each * testimony,” or adroit admoni-
tions when necessary, the * captain™ walks up and
do~n the platform, f{eoping an eye at once on the
¢ goldiers " there and the audicnce below, and only
sitting down for a fow minutes' rest when relieved b
a lieutenant, ready, howover, to start up again, to all
appearance a8 {resh as when the mecting first begun.
A “parado” is frequently held before a meoting,
whon tho ¢ soldiers " mutter, and after a short round
of tho- sircots, singing with great spint, enter ths
¢ barracks " t\;}iﬂ; dm1 msl . comet'?hor tlx;?bo?ﬁnes ae-
companying the lively hymns. 0 o of meeting,
called the ** barracks,” is usually a ﬁzrgo plain haﬁ,
with benches filling up the body of the room, and a
ralsed platform at one end filled with seats for tho

converts ory' soldiors,” the ' sorgeants’ in thoir noat
red-bmided uniforms occupy tho front row. .
When all are scated the “captain,” in her trim uni.
form of navy bluo and red braid, with a plain black
broad brimmed bonnet, relioved i;y o amall red bend,
with tho words * Salvation Army" printed on it,
opons the meoting by reading, with great distinetness,
n hgnm, vorso by verse, which is sung by all standing,
Reforo it is finished porkaps all the “ soldiors” are
knooling, in which position thoy Bnish it. Thon fol.
lows a prayor of intenso fecling and ofton of groat
powar, when perhaps another hymn, such as *‘ Rescuo
tho Porishing,"” is sung, still in tho knecling position,
this bein 1-'«:!'{l peculiar and often thrilling in its of-
foct. When the hymns aro avlemn in thoir character
there is no drumn or tambourine accompaniment, this
boing resorved for tho lively hymns and choruses. A
passage from Secripturo is read at an early stayo in
tho proccedings, which is followed by a very fow ap.
ropriato romarks, and then como somo of the moro

Joyous songs and choruses, such as,—
* Ob, I'm tho child of a King, I am,~
I am tho ohild of a King ;
Oh, it {s, it is a glorious thing
To be tho child of a Kingt”
or this,—

“PFollow ! Pollow | T will follow Jesus, —
Follow ! Follow | I will followon ,
Follow ' Follow | yos, I'll follow Jesug,—
Anywhere Ho leads mo, ) will follow on! "

Theso sung rapidly, with the lively tambourino ac.
companiment, and somotimes clapping of hands, have
an indescribably stimulating and touching influonce.
Anothor very awcet and moro soloma chorua is

this :—
* It’s tho Old Timo religion,
It's tho QOld Timo roligion,
It's he Old Timo religion,
And it's good onough for me! ™

Whilo a standing favourite,uften ropeated many tunes
in succession with impromptu varintions, has tho
answoring refrains ,—

“Ob, what will you do, brother, when He comes,—
Whar Ho comes?
and
* Oh, tho Army will bo ready when Ho comes,—
When Ho comes t”

*Roll tho Old Chariot " is anuther great favourito,
thero being a strong similarity botween tho Salvatiun
Army choruses generally and .ho melodies of the
Hampton College Jubileo Singers.

But the great charm of theso meetings and that, in-
deed, which sccures for them the perpetual freshnoss
and attractivencss, keoping their halls filled, night
aftor night, is contained in thoe personal testimonies
of tho converts as to the joy and strength which they
have received in the ¢ t salvation ™ from sin and
ita bondage. After the singing has had its efect
buth on tho audience and tho *¢ scldiers,” the latter
are desired by the *‘captain " to * fire away,” theso
testimonials being considered,in *‘Army * phraseology,
tho ‘‘red-hot shoi," while the music, ctc., are the
“powder and curtridges.” Thero is no falso shame
among tho Army converts. Every soldier casts aside
that, along with other fear, when he or she takes a
seat on the platform. Thero are usually two or three
on their feet, waiting their turn to speak. And tho
speak with a simplicity, directness, and force whi
evidently come from the heart, and consequently go
to the heart. Each testifies to his gladness in ¢ bein
saved,” to his daily oxperience of the life-giving an
strength-giving power of the personal Christ reccived
into the soul ; and simple and often rude and ungram-
matical as tho languago is, thero is tho power about 1t
that strength of conviction and intonsty of feeling
always supply. That young men and women but a
short time bofore as carcless or giddy, as reckless or
dissipated, as any of their companions, should have
the courage and power to stand up before a crowded
assemblage of their own class, and declare what o
change the accepted love of God has wrought in their
own hearts and lives, appears to most of the hearers
littlo short of mirsculous ; and when it is not a young
man but an old world-hardened sinner who tells the
story of this blessed change, the miracle seems even

eater. ‘‘ X onco thought,” a man would say, * that
it would bo utterly impossiblo for me to stand up and
talk Christiznity from this flatfom but as soon as I
had it in my heart I found I could do it at onco.” As
all formality'is discountenanced, the ** soldiera " may be
a8 unconventional in their phraseclogy as their hearts
desire, and slang is often freely used by lips to which
it is second nature in a way that shocks ears accus-
tomed to hear religion talked vnsj «n decorous and re-
fined language. Frequoently a humorous remark, or
an odd expression, will set both ¢‘aoldiers " and audi-
ence laughing, and again by o sudden turn both will
bo touched almost, if not quite, to tears, As each
soldier finishes his “ testimony," it is usual for tho
captain to striko in with an appropriato verse of a
hymn in which all join, sometimes repeating a chorus
over somo cight or ten times, just as tho impulse
directs, while ono or two more stand waiting to speak

until the hymn is finished. There is no routine, ang, ,
within certain limits, variations aro constantly cccur-’

Aftor the meeting has laatod for an hour and a half ox
two hours, the londers and soldiers como down from
the plstiorm and knool on the floor of the hall in a
porfectly informal prayer-mecting for the salvation of
zouls. Tho bulk of the sudience rotires, and tho cap-
tain and hor licutonants go about, talking carncst dv
to tho moro interested fow who romain, and persuad-
ing ono and anothor to take tho decisive stope of com.
ing forward to kneel as a ponitont confessing sin and
asking for salvatiun, while, all tho time, carncst
Smyors aro boing offored for their souls, in tho most

irect and simplo phrascology. Ono peouliarity of tho
prayors of tho ¢ soldiers.” ns a clms‘, 18 that they, ltko
tho Fronch, uso the conversational ¢ You,” instcad of
tho loss familiar * Thou,” which ;\nglo~énxon usago
has almost invariably adupted in prayer. But aftor
tho first novolty hns wom off, this dves nct of itsolf
scom tho least irroveront. Theso ** aftor meotings ™
aro the time when, m tho ** Army phmscolo%y.
** prisonors aro taken,” and converts, by taking tho
stop of coming forward, confoss thoir faith and their
desive hencoforth to sorve Christ. To somo natures
auch an oxternal registor of anin ward resolvois a great
help, and certainly in tho caso of almost all tho
““ Ariny's” converts, thoy honcoforth asvo ‘““unot
ashamed to confess the faith of Ohrist crucified, and
to fight undor his banncr against sin, the world, and
tho dovil, and to continue Christ's faithful soldiors
and servants unto their lifo’s end.”

Such 18 a picturo of ono of thoir ordinary evangelis-
tic moetings, and it is impossiblo not to see how true
& knowledgo of human naturo has dovised tho modus
operands. Tho music and the hymns aro just of tho
kind fittod to attract the crowds which fill their lmlls‘
and fitted uiso to touch and soften even the * roughs’
who might otherwiso give trouble, and who sometimes
doin s&iuto of all precauttons, But it 1s seldom, 1n-
deed, that the veady tact of tho leader 18 at fault 1n
checking any incipiont disturbance. With o fow
wurds, ** Steady lads, back thore | 1n a tone of un-

uestioned commnnci, or an approprinte verso or
chorus of & hymn, tho nusy spirita aroe speedily sub-
dued, and occasionally tho excitemont from an attompt
to got up a fig'it is calmed down by o variation of the
familiar chorus already roferred.to,—

¢ There'll be no more fighting whon He comes,—
When he comes {”

Tho leadors aro trained from tho first to expect and
meet all surts of unruly cunduct 1n their rudoe audien-
ces, and they meot 1t woll,

Then, after the singing has had its duo effect, and
not till then, the most scrious work of exhortation and
testimony begins, always wnterspered and varied with
hymns before any tedium can possibly anse.  And the
perpotual variety and personality of tho * testi-
moniea’ has the samo advantage over mero abstract
oxhortation that a personal story always has over
general statements. Over the audionco thoy certamly
exorciso 8 charm which accounts in a great meast o for
tho Army's success. Those whose faces show that
thoy aro_still held captive in tho toils of open sin,
como night after night, drawn by a fascination thoy
cannot resst, and listen to tho joyous testunony of
sone of their own lsto comrades, as if glimpses of a
higher and purer lifo were dawming upon them, until
perhaps, in some supreme moment of softening under
the realization of an infinite love, thoy are led to come
forward and tako tho step which surrenders their wall
to Him who hasdeclared that the broken and contnito
heart He will not despise. Tired women, heavy-lnden
with the burdens of lifo come and listen, through irre-
pressible tears, to the sweet tones in which they are
so carnestly entreated to come to Him who will give
them rest ; and by degrees that rest steals liko music
into their souls, whothor they come forward to the
¢ penitent form” or not. Young lads come for an
ovening’s ontertainment, attracted by the brnghtness
and ¢ life” of tho place, with the evident intention of
having ¢ somo fun” in the stirring choruses and tho
speeches of the ¢ boya™ on tho platiorm ; but oceasion-
ally somo chord that can respond vibrates to s random
touch, and tho thoughtless boy begins a new lifo, and
becomes an earnest soldior and a Red Cross Knight,
Even children come, drawn by the music and the sim-
ple rendering of the * Old, old story,” new to many
of them ; and who can tell how their plastic natures
may yet bo moulded thus for time and oternity ?

As for tho ** soldiers” themselves, most of them aro,
as has been said, faithful soldiers and servants of Jesus
Christ. Thoro 1s among them many a Dinah Morris
as woll as many a Seth Bede, although, of conrse, tho
intellectual and moral fibro are not often so fine as in
George Eliot's gentle fiold-preacher. But if their

. purely intellectual knowledge is often amall, their love

and obedionce are great,—a lovo and obedicnce not at
all confined to tho meetings, but influencing the wholo
of their work.day life. 1f their speech is rude and
often ¢ slangy,” though, indeed, many of them speak
withs tﬁbm)r and propriety surprising in mon of their
class, thaeir hearts at least aro genorally tender and
true, and they speak in thostrongth oflove. If thero
arc many things that jar upon & reverent and culti-
vated Christian, it is casy to sce that tho irroverenco
is only.apparent, arising from .defectivo cducation,

“and that tho mdst startling ecccentricitios which char-

ring, so that ot least thero is no fear of monotony. U acterizo their worship are, as has boeen well mid by



