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home of his youth a life-long farewell, himself so changed in
feelings and in circumstances that he could scarce believe he
was the saine individual who kad gone forth from it with his
heart full of Innocentia.

‘There was little more than two months now before the
first of July, which was to see her union with his brother,
and the arrangements he had to make fully occupied that
time. Anthony was anxious to see Captain Saxby before he
sailed for Africa, and he wrote and asked him tospend a
fortnight with him at Darksmere, and then accompany him
to the weddiny, where the old sea captain had besn invited
to be present, as one of Rex's nearest relations.  Anthuny had
tiot cared to communicate his plans to his old friend by letter,
so it was not till they were spending together the first even.
ing after Captain Saxby’s arrival at F):\rksmcrc, that Anthuny
told him he had rcturned to all his original plans, and was
going straight to Zanzibar, to enter on the mission on behalf
of the African slaves which had been his fint and brightest
dream.  The old sailor was almost wild with delight at the
tidings. *“‘T'hat is the best news I have heard this many a
long day, and it is the best news for the poor slaves that {ms
ever been heard! I warrant you will do & noble work, An-
thony, and one thatis worthy of you. I always feltthat you
were completely thrown away, tied hand and foot to that
young brother of yours, and obliged to spend all your hife in
‘taking care of him.”

“Yet had it continued to be my duty, I think it might
have been a life well spent, since even one human soul 1s so
precious that we know our Saviour would have died for that
one alone had none other required redemption.”

“True, true; in that sense you are right, no doubt, but,
happily, nothing was ever more clear than that you are now
freed from all duty towards Reginald; his wife and his father-
in-law will take very good care of him, and you are released
from your bonds to that one soul to be the messenger of
mercy to many thousanaus."”

“Ivisa glon us thought, 133t not?" said Anthony, lus
eyestkindling.

4 Yess, indeed; and itis a very comfortable one to me,
tov, in cunnection with my own private interests. I am
growing very unctsy about my dear child Vera."

“Why s0?” .aud Anthony; ‘*she wrote to me some
months ago, and she seems to be doing a guod work, and
only to regret that it is more limited than she would wish.
I hope to be able to help her greatly to enlarge st when 1
arrive in Zanzibar.”

‘1 hope you will hielp her to act with common sense, and
not run her head into folly and dauger,"” sud the captam,
with some asperity.

““IWhat has she been doing?™ said Anthony, smiling.
“Shlc scems to be semarkably scasible, judging by her let-
ters.'”

‘“That is all you know about her. What do you think
of her taking in a runaway slave-girl, and standing a siege
in her hittle house froin the trader, who threatencd her hfe ?”

¢ think it was a splendid action!” s2id Anthony, ¢n-
thusiastically. *¢I hope she got safc out of it, and was able
to kecp theslave.”

¢ No thanks to her prudence if she did; but she managed
to get a message conveyed to some of the nflucntial people
there, who came to her rescuc, and so she gamned the day.
But that is not the wont of her mad proceedings.  The gl
she had rescued told her of sume companion of hers who was
suffering dreadful ill-treatment from the same trader, and
this headstrong chiid of sune actually laid plans for going
herself to try and rescuc the slave from her bad master.
Happily sowc of the Englsh in the town got wind of the
matter, and stopped her; but it shows me that Verass really
not to be trusted, so 1 have applicd to be put on thatstation
again, on purpose that I may go to Zanubar, and see what
she is doing. 1 had indeed quite made up my mind that 1
should hring her away with me, and not let her remain there
any longer. However valuable her work may be, my child
is still more valuable to me, and I was not gomng to let hee
stay there to get knocked on the head by some fuzrivus brute
of a slave-master some fine day."

] shoald trust there was not the least fear of that,” said
Anthony; *“and it docs seem 2 gricvous pity to take her
away {l;om so glorious a2 work as thatin which she is ea.

$\Well, that is just what makes me, as I said, for my pni-
vate interests so thankful that yoa are going out there. It
will make all the difference to me to know that she has your
advice and protection. I shall reconsider the question of
rcmoving her when I come to Zannbar, and hear your re-
pott; in the meantime, 11 takes quite aload off my mind that
you will be withher till I cancome. I was greatly troubled
when 1 found I could not get a ship for that coast for some
months to come, but now I shall trust her to you ull I can
make my appearance.”

** Yoa may be quite surc that I shall do all I ean for her,”
said Anthony.

But in hisS2cret heart he had a strong conviction that Miss
Saxby was a resolute enongh gcrson 10 take very good cate
of herself, and that she would probably laugh to scom the
preteusions of any one who would seeh to give her either
advice or protection. .

The fortnight soon” passed away during which Captan
Saxby remained at Darksmere, aml, on the day previous to
that fixed for the wedding, he and Anthony sei out together,
to be present at the marmmiage of Rex and Innocentiz Vivian,

(7o & continuced.)

THE FAMINE AND THE OPIUM TRADE.

A comrespondent at Peking wiites to the London and
Ching Telegraph:—

“ You will have observed the Edict of October 13 against
opium cultivation and smoking. The pricc of opinm has
nisen grealy. The Government seems to be in samcest.
Many of the opium dens have been closen, and 2 wholesome
dread hasseized the minds of the people, and there seems a
widespread desire to get 1id of the habdit. The Christians
of Peking have held several mectings, with the view of or

ganizing an anti-upium Association.  They are anxious to
provide a gefuge fur the sinuher who wishes to ﬁwc up the
pipe.  The people and officials generally are talking a great
deal about the question. “These distressing famines have
brought up the question very serivusly, and that the Govern-
ment is strictly issuing orders against its cultivation in the
teeth of the famine 15 equally remarkable.  The higher value
of the cereals in the distressed districts will itself militate
against the cultivativn of the poppy.  The people take toits
cultivation from the 2nhanced value of the drug over millet
and grain generally.  But at present it might be supposed
that a laxer segume would suugate the sevenities of the
fanune, and afford people an oppurtunity of acquining the
means of procuring rice, wheat, and millet.  On' the other
hand, the drought is equally severe agamst the poppy, I
presume, which requires the best land and siuch ugation ;
and also, the people are too poor to indulge in smoking,
and take to cating the drug and its ashes, 1 found in the
streets of Pekiny lately a man selling a large broad-sheet fur
a half-penny, calling upon the people to give up the ewl
habut, pointing out the evils of the drug and the causes of
its prevalence, Inying great stress upon the lack of a proper
bringingup on the part of the parents zi.d the inculcation of
the sentiments and principles of virtue,  “Uhe man lectures
at the same tune, and has great crowds round b, le s
not a Christian, and scems to be doing st on lis own ac-
count. lle sclls over 200 of these sheets daily.  The Envoy
to great Batain has memuralized his Government on the
subject of oprum.”

WHERE F05 LIVED. *

As for the scene of the story, history and tradition com-
bine with all the indications containedin the poem itsclf to
placeit  he Jauran. On the cast of the Jordan, 1n that
strange, lovely, and ferile volcanic region which stretches
down from Syna to Idumea, there s cvery reason to believe
that Jobs dwelt, and suffered, and died; and in the upper
part of it, nurth of Edum, nurth even of Moab, within easy
reach of Damascus itself.  “The Arabs who live in this dis-
trict to-day claim it as “theland of Job.” “The whole dis-
trict, moreover, is full of sites and ruins which tradition con-
nects with his name.  And 1t fulfils all the conditions of the
poem. ‘The personages of the story, for cxample, are ad-
mitted to be without exception descendants of Abraham—
not through Isaac and Jacob, but thiough Iskmael, or Esau,
or thesons of Keturah; and it was in this great belt of volcanic
land, stretching down frum Uamascus to Jdumea, that most
of these Abrabamides found thesr humes.  Un the east, too,
the Haura :s bundered by the *“desent,” out of which came
the great wind which smote the four corners of the house of
Job’s fist-born. Lo this day it 1s rich in the very kinds of
wealth of which Job was possessed, and 1s exposed 10 rawds
similar t0 those which deprived lim of s wealth as i a
moment. It presents, motcover, both the same naturat
fcatures, being especaaily “for miles together 2 complete
nctwork of deep gorges,"—the wadys or wvalleys, whose
treacherous streams the poct describes, and the same singu-
lar comination of civic and rural hife which 1s assumed
throughout the book.  Even the fact that the robber-bands,
w hich fell upon the plougling oxen of Jub and smute the
ploughinen with the edge of the sword, canie fiom the dis-
tant tochs of Petra, and that the Lands which carned off lus
camels came from i dwstant plans of Chaldea, pomnt to
e same conclusion.  For, f.robally, Job had entered into
compacts with the nearer tnbes of the maraudess, as the
chisels of the Hauran do to this day, paying them an annual
tax, or mail, to buy off their rauds, and was surprised by
those remote frechooters, just as to this day the Hauranites
are often pillaged by freebooung tribes from the naighbour-
hood of Babylon.

1 take at, then, that we may withanuch reason conceive of
Job as living, dunng the remote patnarchal age, amud the
fertile plairs of the Hauran—-so fertile that even now ats
wheat {(*‘Batancan wheat,” as it _is called) “‘is always at
Icast twenty-five per cent. higher in price than other kinds,”
with its decp wadys and pcxﬁdious streams, the volcanic
mountains rising on the horizon, and the wide sandy desert
lying beyond them.

PONDER TIHE IWWVORD.

The Ward of God, 1ead cursorily, will be as vapid and as
uninfluential upon the heart and hfe as if it were a mere Iist
of dates and names; it must be deeply, and constantly, and
prayerfully pondered.  Read over simply the eighth chapter
of Hebrews, the sixth chapier of Romans, or the fftecenth
chapter of 15t Corinthians, and they will come upon the car
with no more power than would the noise of sounding brass
or tinkling cymbal. But take these passages, sentence by
seatence, and ward by word—ponder them wath the decp
conuviction that a golden treasure is enshnned in their un-
attractive extedior, and you will find a bcaulf, and a glory,
and a vigonr in thesc passages, which, while it refuses to
manifest itselfl to the cursory sceker, waits to bless the
laborious and prayerful.  Somctimes a single word contains
in atsclf an amazing depth of meaning. 1 have by me a
hvmn, wntten by a lady who was a sister of the late Arch-
deacon of Bombay, in which she describes the power upon
her heart of the word *“ freelv.”  (Sce Rom. iii. 23, or Rev.
xxil. 17.)

**Whea to my inmost heart,
Thou didst axe spord impart,
Mighty in strength,
Larger and yet larger grew,
On my astonished view,
Its breadth and length.”

1 would say then, Read? vead!  Stiip the tree of life of its
froits, bough afterbough. Asyouzdvance you wiilfind one
crowding.after ancther; and when you have found a prize,
the natural resalt will be a desire to run and tell its glories,
and induce others to come and sharc your gladness.—-
Episcopal Recorder.

Enrisn anp ForeieN ~JTEMS.

THE owners of the vessel that recovered Cleopatra's
Needle are to receive the reward of $10,000. -

‘T1te Church of Scotland has sent five young then to China
to maugurate its mission work in that country,

T American Baptist Missionary Union closes its finan.
cial year with a deticit of $26,000; its total receipts were
$218,0c0.

D, { V. C. Sautit of Buston asserts that the habitual
use of lager-beer is the cause of the great increase of kid-
ney discases,

Barown Lioxnel Rotuscuinn's wedding present to his
nicce, Lady Ruscbury, was a huuse in Piccadilly which cost
$1,500,000.

By the death of Rev. jacob Vonbrunn, a missionary
among the Bassas in Liberia, the Amencan Baptist Mission-
ary Union is left without a representative in Africa,

Tuey have contractors of the shoddy sort in the Russian
army. Bread furnished to their troops in Bulparia is found
to have 19 per cent. of sawdust, and 14 of sand.

Tug Rev. Dr. Talmage cxpresses himself against Russia.
He says that * Russia is puffed up, and thinks that because
she can carve 2 turkey she can slay a lion.”

Facrts prove » falling off in the number of Congregational
churches in_the United States. In 1858 there were 947
churches.  In 1878 there are but 898 chuiches.

THERE ave over 1,000 Christian congregations in Mada.
gascar, with 45,09 childien in the Sunday-schools. The
London Missicuary Socicty has the general supervision of
these schools,

Ture London (Eng.) V.M.C.A. have had a series of six
addresses tobusiness men from prominent clergymen, among
whom were Rev. Dr, Punshon, Dykes, AHon, and Canon
Fleming.

THERE has been a severc earthquake in the Punjab, It
was felt at Peshawur, Kawul Pindee, Lahore, and Murree,
A large portion of the inner wall of the Fort at Peshawur
fell down from the shock.

A GENTLEMAN in a Boston suburb was asked if it did not
hurt his lawn to let children play onit. His witty rcply
was full of parental wisdom and love, *“Yes, but it doesn't
hurt the children.””

Tug herring fishery on the east coast of Scotland, which
generally employs several thousand persons, wall fail this
year, as, on account of the unsettled relauons with Kussia,
no fishermen have been engaged.

A NEW Presbyterian church has been opened at Haver-
stock 1N}, London, the onginal congregation of which was
gathered by Richand Baxter, and for two centuries worship-
ped in Oxenden street, Haymarket.

A RECENT stcamer from the River Platte taok to England
between 40,000 and 30,000 ox-tongucs, fiving some idea of
the cnarmous slaughter of oxen in the Argentine and Uru-
guay Republics of South America.

THERE are still 260,000 prople on the Madras rehief works.
The corn prospects in many districts arc very unsatisfactory,
A great deal of distress prevails in the Bombay famine dis-
tricts in consequence of the failure of most of the crops.

REv. Huch STowELL BROWS, at a mecting in Livers
pool, sud that if Chnst had been in London lately and had
stood up among the rowdyism and said, “Love your ene-
mies,” he would have been in imminent danger of being
hanged on the nzarest Jamp-post.

Tue Rajah of Pooree, in Cuttack, the hereditary puardian
of the Temple of Tugrernaut, is being tried for (?:egumnrdcr
of 2 gassain or holy man, who was worshipped by the peo-
ple as a god. The man, it is alleged, was tortured in an
abominable manner, and was left to linger for fiftcen days
in agony.

A CORRESPONDENT of the ** Rock ” says that a few weeks
ago the vicar of a church at Birmingham announced from
the pulpit that no children under fourteen years of age would
be allowed toenter the church, unless they previously obtain.
«d from him a ticket o admission, which ticket had to be
given up to the policeman at the door!

A LOCAL paper says:—‘*Qutside the Roman Catholi
ch.apcl at Ch?s:;churst. in Kent, is a handbill on which ’xi
printed the suggpestive words: Tt is necessary to state that
this is the only Roman Chatholic Church in Chislehurst!®
Those who know anything of the parish church and jts ofi-
shoot will at once appreciate the foree of this notice.”

.. Tne Chinese Government 1s domg all in ats power to save
its people from the evils of opium-smoking. ' It is closing
the dens where _lhc victims olP this debasing habit saturate
soul and body with the poison. The people are waking up
to the evil, and there is a growing desire to free the nation
from the curse. The Christians of Pckin are gving their
influence to the reform.

T rothless demands of fashion for *he plum
bright-winged Yirds to be used for millinery an oxhged:{
corative purposes, have cavsed a wholesale slaughter of these
beautiful creatures.  We are glad to see that the anthorities
of scme of the West India islands have passed laws forbidding
by severe penalties the killing, selling or cxporting at cer-
tain seasons of the hummirg-birds and other varieties of
their gorgeous birds.

IN Victoria the Anglican and the Presbyterian Churches
work together in 2 harmonious manner. A mission socicty
collects and distribates fends with a view 1o the religious in-
struction of people wherever they can befound. This socicly
ismanaged by 2 committee of ten laymen, five of whom are
members of the Church of Eugland, while ths other five
are Presbyterians.  For scven y2ars this committes has done
ity wotk thhouth qnxm:luﬁ: tc%ntem o]f itsrules is that, when.
ever neccssary, the same che ilding shal
both denominations. ¢ shall be uied by




