Enswers to Corrcspondents.

The Editots will be pleased to answer any spueries under this heading, but shuuld
the answers he aequited by posta fee of 10 cents mnst acconpany the inguiry.
Al gueries umst be ageampanied by the name and addiess of the sender.

Tynorauncus :— Malthus was neither bad nor foolish. He is ane
of those whom men love to talk about and laugh at simply because
they never take the trouble to find out his real theory, which is
now to a large extent adopted by most civilized governments.
Malthus wrote in the end of the last century, at a time when the
poor Jaws were doing their utmost to increase the prevailing
misery, by aiding all those who did not work hard enough to
keep themselves, the help given being proportionate to the number
of children cach man had. In fact, the poorer classes were
cimply kept like horses, with no inducement whatever to thrift
and industry.  Malthus, a kind-hearted clergyman, set himself to
try and remedy this state of things; and the main theory of his
essay, published in 1798, is this:~=* The natural course of things
will cuuse population to increase faster than the means of
supporting thewm . therefore the efforts of the legislator and the
woralist should be directed towards improving the character of
the people, and towards discouraging vather than encouraging a
rapil increase of numbers. He advises delay in marriage, and
argues that, without strong and lasting attachments, the marricd
state is generally more productive of misery than of happiness,
and that for the formation of such attachinents, time must be
given to find out kindred dispositions.”

Malthusianism has become an essential part of all modern
social systems, just as Darwinism is of all modern science; and
anyone who laughs at either without understanding it is either
afuol or an ignoramus indeed ;—you, sir, are an enquirer, and no
enquirer is either fool or ignoramus,

Amy:  Kissing is by no means a universal habit, it is quite
unknown awmong the New Zealanders, Tabitians, apuang,
Australians, Somals of Africa, and the Esquimaux.  On the other
hand. some races of monkeys appear to have discovered and
appreciated this very delightful method of expressing “ affection
and esteem.”  When a new chimpanzee was introduced to the
oider resident at the London Zoological Gardens, the keeper
deseribies their behaviour thus:—* They sat opposite, touching
cach other with their much protruded lips (if this isu't kissing, I
shonli] like to know what you call it ; and the one put his hanid
u the shoulder of the other. They then mutually folded each
other in their arms.  Afterwards they stood up, cach with one
land on the shoulder of the other, lifted up their heads, opened
theiv mouths, and yelled with delight.”

As to the first mention of kissing in the Bible, you can easily
find it in Cruden’s Concordauce, which I have not got handy just
at present,
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'\"‘~ S v Mrs, Smith, 1 understand your hinsband is sutfering trom a Carbuncle.
Miss ~wipn:” Suffering, why he indelighted with #1. He weats it in his searf?
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ToMMY:~ (who had concealed himself under the sofa during the betrathial scene.
Nister, lemme sco your ring. .

Hig SisTeRr - -Why Tommy . .

ToMxy =] want to sec if the galoot told the truth when he <aid bis heart wan ju it
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