
THE FAVORITE.

"or idthebiauk sonnse o! nothinguesa cid"Jered 'hewakes te fins! the uecessity for fâ
ne8traitWitlidrawu, ans!(as she tels! Colonel ej
Meors!auut) ithe oid grief pressing lier dowu se
h.ns!Y, asle lias ne streugili te cope wiib IL il

Mistresa o!fliersoîf, fnee te tiik, and! soi, and st
loch as8lier heant dictaies, lie lias leisure te

ionntePlate aud diasect ans! analyse the hâaunt- ir
Ing queny, «'Wby' 1Wby dld Eric Keir aeek lien I
Onpany-wliy ask lien frieudslilp-wliyluii-

itIfnet assent, lie ioved lier'? t
'Wfa the tenul on lien ide? Had abe given ir

bini tee mucli encouragerent-been te pisases!as
tO Inee him, answen the tender questieuiug of bt

blis eYes T Or bad lie a design agahiglier? W&asis
h. nealiy no ceid-liearied, ne abaliow, mc decelt- tl
hi, DAa te affect a parite ensuro the empty tri- 91
nr4Pb of winnîng lien-fer noiblug. Iu faucy, i
*tth giowhug cheek and! bight feveniali eyes,
"ho 1traces agaîn ans! again eacb scene ln bliai 1
lad Opisede o! ber existence, until able reaclies
the culminatlng point, ans! heara ouse more lier w11Ohen'a werds, ' Ho means noting by ital;' rE
and tlie giow dies oui te ho repinces! by palier. it

Ans! thon cernes the last question of theier
%ugnslied spiri-the question ibat risea te se

eA8itnY white lips every day, diWliy dees Heaven
»lsit sob uneeessary pain ? ho ibene nealiy
ae Athereart u~ p iliere abeve, beaiing for and
WIh Our ewn? T" 1hbave sais! ilal Ibis woman la yi
4'V eak creature, ready te alnk te theie rtl tc
4eneaili tbe lirai blew from Pate'. meilet.. ý

1 .sibOthis phase et ber inbenaotor belle the el
9'%OVtuIu T h thiuk net, Strong bodlsfiglit and li
etr'Igs wit, thle diseaseunuder whtoli week tItrran. unccnrnb, and musealer -acmb swreuile
*Itb anti wriihe under an affilection which feoble ai
80181 Maiy suifer but net foot. a

Wlen Ireno Si. John lied ber mQt.ber te
%iPPOrt as; wol as, horaoi.4 abe stos! upight ans!.
'111d -nov bIst, the lucentile for aetiou leas
Wthdrawn, asebonda betbre the tempeut. Tohn r
%oILlfUMred more acniely ;. new ablesuifons U

racre onutinnenaiyî but asoute mafferitqg, wh a
111tei.vals e!numbuosa, in Uwrst<drable iban Ik
ontinuons pain berne lu monn*ony. Thora laA
iiOiig now te suir Irene up-t ednonthe I
eeO n<(ithe question reverhoratlng egainat ilie sý
'rails o!flier epiy henni; te blind lier eyea I]
Mierchfn1Iy toetilie tact that ale lias doliveres!fi

O*rseif oven te a love Iliat la net mutuai ; and! &
thai do nil abc vili, asecanuet stamp bthe a
ScUnses! remembrance from lien mmd. a

She kuevsailah iis; lt i lbaok and white t]
UPOn lier seul; as ha tlowenes!, degneded, cou-
tiinPtle lunlier owu eyes, ans! lité hocomea f
tn 0,0 liUtoberable witli oaci isiug sun.,

i la MaY before Colonel Mordanut danesate l
'event te ilie proposai ho made Irons St John lu l
hrUSseis. He lias writ.ien froqnejtiy ter;on;c
ba selen ber more than once, buI theno bau
b)een a qffiet dlgnlty about bthe girl whichforbids

ter break thie compacdt tliey li e sares! ou.a
le toit, witbout being told, blini te doseo would
be te mar ali bis chances o! auccesa; seolie bas
0aliY paid Mrs. Cavendish byeonrilirese rdmnary
viella, offared Irene iwo or ilirse ordiuany pro-t
8rt8t (wliicli abs bas quletiy nejected), ans!u
uIes! te vait patlsurly until the six monilia'
Probation agrees! upon ahenis! ho complotes!.1
Wheu hla l, Colonel Mendauni feela asnre te i
éPeak as h llidtoit bouns!bolére te bolds!li
tonge; nov lie knows bliat lie wiiiho listenes!
t'O and ausweres!. For Ireno, amouget manye
OUi.1 . vlris, bas ne Young-lady manueniama
&bouît bler, but la, lunithe beut sense cf the word,

SWoman.t
i la a warm, sefi afterucon lu the latter part-

of May; thbe utile gardon et Nonwood la full cfm
YllUga eus! iaburnu n d Ilune biosse; ans!1

lhe Volces e! tb. cbldnen piaying ai bide-ens!.1
%ett emougat the bushes corne pleesaniiy lu ai
tbe openes! Windows. Mrs. Ca'. 3ndslal is loti1

tl'O hOu e aco upon soime fi.eus!, ans! Irons
%bd Colonel Mondanut are alene.1

'dIbeope yen neeeved yenr dividende ail rlghb
tbISl quarter,"l ho commences by sayiug; fer1
*U06ceronorplieuhood beolias taken soie chargei
Of<ber Waal Ineome.

O, es! ihank yen. I seul youn choque te
th: b nk, ans! thore was ne dlfficnity about the
,ibatton. Yen are mont punctual lu yeun pay-

'Wilii yO eh as punctuel, Inene ? Yen have
1%t fergetten, have yen ? wlint yen premises! te
Cive mne lu May?"I

The colour mounis tO eronPure Paie face, butSho dosa net tmm lb from lilm.
" Your answer I oh, ne!1 bow eol1Iforget

Itb? Only I wih-I wish yen culs! have guemsos
%t Colonel Mordauni, wihlont giving me lb.
1ý%Ui Of roponting wliai I saIs! before."P

Uis ceuntenauce talla.
di "Arenoenfeelings, thon, quila uncuolsges!?

'lave yen ne kîndiier ihongbte et me iben yen
bd en1? "

t 11w enls!any ibouglitu ho kîndlen Iban
theby have been, or more gratefult But kludly
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lid of eld, with the hot, angry colour rising and w
falllng ln her face, that he la more than ever ir
eager te win hor for himself.

"Then, Irene 1 what are yen waitlng forT My
homee in open to you: why flot accepti li? I arn n
sure you are not happy bore." ai

11O!1I ara weli enough 1 The chuidren bored
ne at tiret; but 1 arn gettiug used te tbern, as
I amn te everything else," wlth a deep s1gb. th

s- I cannot bolleve yen, Irene. Yen, who have lu
boen accustomed, both dnring yonr father's and th
nether'. liftime, te be fiited and arnused, b,
and carrled hîther and thither ; yen cannot w
be contented te spend yeur days lu ibis tl

amail, duit cottage, with ne better cornpany 3c
than your aunt and bier geverness, and lier over- th
grown boys. It cannot go on, rny child; It wlll in
il you!" Ilh
41I amn touglier then yen thluk. I wish that

Iwere flot." bi
14Yon are bearlng up wonderfully, but you c

wnl break down at last. Corne, Ireno!1 lot me bE
reason witb yen!1 Yen ackuowiedged mast now w
bhat ail yen desire la te forget ibis disappeint. la
mnt. Why net try te ferget Ih lu my bouse as ai
weil as ln tiIs?" hli
She sbudders slightly--but ho sees IL hi
"9Colonel Mordaunt!1 h latImpossile!" I
cil cennot se. the itnposslblllty. I kuow thai ne

yon dre net la love wltli me, but I arn content ve
eo be ln love whth yOU. I amn content te make tl
yon mistress of my fortune and my bouse, and
evorytbing I poess, lu réturn fer yoursoif. I pc
sa a fair bargalu-if yen wiii but subsoribe de
eo it. ai

110 1It la net fair. Yen de net know wliai you th
are agreeing te-bow terribly yen mîglit feel It
fterwards."1(R

i arn wililng te take the rlsk."164
She beshtaies a moment; it la vory sweet te il

a woman te feel she la loved sc eutirely aud w
rockiossly and devotediy, that her possession la N'
the only oni, thing in tbis world thai ber lover L,
ackoWledges wortb living for. Il la sweet teho ng
.oved, even wlien we can give nothîng ln re ttura. r
A. selfisb satisfaction ihai lias ne part nor lot ln a
thie fIrat requiremeut ef tbe divine passion- el
self abuegtilen ; but sill It faIls soothingly upen t'
the wonnded spirit that bas been rudely ilirust bi
rrom its legimate resig-plaoe. It la net mc
sweet as levlug, bus It la the nexi besi thiug, rg
and Inene fes gratitude, and liosiieiiou. After tl
al-e-au any change make ber position werse J'
tban it lasnow ?t

Colonel Mordaunt sees the besitatien and- tt
fongeis the sbndder wbleh preceded It i

94Irene!1 my deareat girl 1 tbluk of whai I
say. You Imagine tbat lite la over for yen;
that It can nover bave any chanm again; iliat tA
i will. be ail the same If yen pasa the remahuder 0
of il bore, or anywbere!1 Thon cerne te me!tV
Pon Court, at the leant, la as eoemfortable, a a
berne as Labarauni Cottage; hors yen ama but d
a gnest, there yen wI ho bea initrees: and have b
-nay I net say h T-as devoied a frlend asauy 1%
yen wiil find lu Nerweed 1 Wii yen net oome ? Il

Ho pioads witb as muoli earnestness as P
tbough ho bad been yonng; his fine face iiglitedS
up as eniy Love eu lighi n.) a man's ceunie- t
nance, and bis flrm bauds ciesed upon ber own. i
The day la nearly won. hitha on ber very lips te
answen idyen," wlien, from beyond the 'gardon.-i
gates, cernes the souud oet ilat moat Irrepressible b
of acclimatisations, the hialian ergan, and the il
air it murders la that ef the "$Bine Danube",
waltzes. igoNo i-ne 1Il"cries Irone as beili bauds wrencli
themeelves away frorn bis and go up with
startllng onergy te @but ont the maddeuing t
@irains ; i"yeu n t net--yen shalh net ask me
ihat agalu. I have teld y on that it la Impeasoi-
bie!"I and wh that leaves bim te himmeif. r

Colonel Mendaunt la biiierly disappoînteci: be c
lied made no sure, hie lean liardly say wliy, tbaî
this fiuai appeal weuid be oeowned witli snccess,8
that the glrl's determinaeo refusai cernes on E
hlm like a greai blow. Hoe au hardly bellevet
thet ho wili reaily lose her-ibat she wlll net1
return and tel him it waa a mistake; and lu
iliet boelie ostili lingera about the cottagc-(
fniiiely.

Mra. Cavendiash reiuns and bega him te
romain te tea, but ho declînes, wiih thanks.
The opperttuuity fer speakiug te Irene by benseit
la oer, and loIeoisnet iikely te drive any fanther
benefi from seeing ber lu the preseuce or theo
governess and chldren. geolhe returus te bid
hetel for the nigit, net having quite rnade np
bis mind wbether ho @hiall bld the lumates of
the cottage a formai farewell upon the morrow,
or slip baok te Leicestershire asnlhe had corne
fromit--uuneiiced. Witb ilie mernlng, bowever,
ho fluda bis courage bam ovaperated, aud that lie
cannot beave Nurwood witliout ai eoat looklîig
lu bon fair face agalu.

iiSe, aften having made a pretience of eating
breakfast, the peer old gentleman (ail the poorer
fer belng old, and feeling bis ago ai ibis moment

wifo, Juat as I amn, wltlionee partice of love t
m me, oxcept for a shaeful memony ?"
«-Irons, yen know I was!" I
IlTlieu, lake me!" I she answers, as she sut>. 1

nita te the arma that are tbrown abont lier, 1
und tho lips that are laid upen ber own. i

e e e Il e e a 0 i
Women are prebiema: cela va sans cire;i

,heugb wliy lie probiemasbsould nemanin se- i
able ls, perliapa, lbas duo te their lutrlcacy than 1
,e mnddie heads wlie atrive te fathom tliem i
)y begluuing ai the wrong end. I don'i know t
'bai reasen Colonel Mordauni rnay assîgu te a
i@s appanently suddeu change lu l'eue St. il
rlin's*sentImàents; perbapa lie attributea it te t
,ho effect of deliberatlon-mnore llkely te the fl
rreslatiblliy o! bis owu pleadiug; but any way t
o ls quite satisfled wltli the nesait. t
Mn&. Cavendishi ls net lunithe leasi sunprised, a
)ui tinks It the very best ihiug lier ulece t
'uld do; aud the governers and clildren li
)ecome quila exclted ai the prospect e! a 1
'eddlng. No eue la snnprlsed, Indeed, after the g
apse e! bal! an heur, unlesa it be Irene herseif ; i
kd even she, once receled te the Idea, toillsd
or own henni iliat lh ha fate, and shte miglit fi
iave guessed ibatIth wonld end se, ail aiong. t
Perbeps h bave even falled ln snrpnlsing my g
eder 1 Yet thene lied been au impetus. and a k
rery strong eue, gîven te l'eue St. Johnu's *111 1
,at day. '
The Impetns caeeln a louter bearlug tho rc

ffst-mark cf Berwick, wbere Mn.. Cavendisli'sri
muglilar M'ury was st.aylng wiili some f relei, l
ud whicl bilan ler moilier lied read aiond for b
he benefit eofilie breakfast table.i
IlWe were ai sncb a grand party lant week"
oe Part e! Mary's Innocent cornmnication rani
ai Lord Norliam's. I wore my binte silk, wihic
àe peari ernarnuts yen lent me, andi tbey t
were se mucli adrnlred. Lord Muiraven (Lord r
rerboram's eldeai sou) was there, and Mr. Kair. t
ord. M. dauoed twice wlth me,. but bis breilier i
iever even apoe te me, wblcbh1 thonglit rallier c
rde. However, ho la engaged te ho married te i
1Miss Rebertson, aucli a pretty gUri, and lied ne
yea fer eny eue eiae. Tliey danced tegel.ler ail 1
th eventng. Mn. Ko!' isnousidered liaudsorne,
but 1 like Lord Muireven beat."1

4&Very cornpiirentary te Mary, I'm sure," 1
remarkred thie gnaiied meiben, aa sho refolded 1
tletter. 64My dean l'eue, h wlali yen would -
ju noacli me down the "'Peerage." Wlai a 1
bhing il wenld ho If Lord Muiraven teok a feucy
te the girl 1I"

voila tout.

froue St. John beving once made up l ion di
te eccept Colen.9l Mondauut's offen, puis ne
obstacle lu the wey ef au early marriage; on
lie centrary, as appears aimest fevenlsbly
anxloos Ihet the malter sbonld ho setied and
lone, villia s accuasPossible ;aud, as, they
have noue te cousait but themselvea, and hler i
wiii la iaw, thie weddtng la fixed te taike place
luring the sncceedIug mouili. Ail ilai she ai.
puiaies ton is iliat hi shall be perfectiy privuite.
She behieve alie lias ainengili te go ilirengl ail
tbat la before lier, but sho wonld prefer net
testiug iliat strngth la public; and! ber fIrai
srnsidenaiion uew la for the feelings cf ber
future husbaud, ibat ibey may nover be burt
by sorne weak betrayal of lier own. 'go aIl the
neeessary prepanations eré expediihonsly but
quietIy made, and wheu the mcrning Itael!
arrives a Sliveîy moruing ln June, mast twalve
meonilis after peor Mrs. St. John bols! thai irylug
Interview wihri er. Ko!', ln Brook Street),
there are net abeve a dozen urehins, twe
nrsery-rnaids wltli perambulaters, ans! n stnay
baker-bey, beuging about the wicket o! Labur-
aurn Cottage te ueo the bride stop ie b er
cannhage.. The panchty of hrene's maIe relations
lias macle il nathor ditflcnht te fins! aay eue te
stand lu the position et e fatlier te lier on ibis
accashon; but lier uncle, Mr'. Campbell, takea
iliat neapouslbiliiy on himself, ans! las the
houer o! abarlng lier equipage. Mr. Campbielilale
cocompenies! te Norwood by bis wife and twe

eldeat danghte., who, witb Mary ans! Ernly
Cavendish, formltrene's me lest troupe of brides-
maids ; and Miss Mondaunt (te whom lier
broilier, finding ail persuasion unavaillung, was
forces! te sond a perotnptory order te put lu an
eppearauco ai the wedding) ha aise present.

Site arrIves! the day before, and up te the
moment cf going te oburcli las resisie! a.l
Irene'a endeevena te make acqualutanco whth
lien, by enireettes iliat site witi net trouble
lierasfofen hon ecconni-thai site wilt takre ne
notice cf her-that as wiill bave lier te do ai
sie beat cen bv herse!!, untit tb. girl inclines
te the belle! thai lier new shat.er-iu-law la meai
autagontatie boili te the marrlage ans! lersetf;
ans! 11111e dreamas ibat haabelin Mordauni'aeyes
bhave openes! on a uew world ai the aight o!flion
beeniy, ans! are needy te shed! tsars ai the
aligliteat demenatration e! intereat on ber part.
Ye it liqlatee miserabiy sby ans! reserves! te

lie litile fesiity that follevawhi i as mucli
gnhety as la consistent wiih the occasion.'

Colonel Mondaunt la enclinie with hon evony
look ans! word ans! action; the ols!an a rdly
kev.wliwetber ho ha standiung on bhaonsro
is heois; hoe la wrnpt np lu the proaen, ns
nas quite forgotien Allinia weut before i. Evon
ilion lo ie ls himsît alone w.Ith bis young
vIte lu the nahlway carriage, speeding tast te
Weymotith, wliore ibey are te speuci Ibeir
hoeyrnoon, thie vision la net dispeleci. Il la
true blini hae trowa bis anm rllier awkwnrdly
aboni lion sleudor figure, nd kisues ber for the
irat urne as a husban!, wiib more tlrnldiîy

bhan ho would have sbown bas! ha been iweauty-
vo yeari yonngen. But Irene's quiet, nifec-
honnie mnannens neasaure hlm. Slie appenr.e te
Lae sncb an luteneat lu el h at la golog on
around tbem, ans! taikases naiurally ef wbni
bhey sall de ans! see ni Weymnontb, and efthe
pleasaul autumu iliey aal spens! tcgoiben ai
Pen Court, ihat bis passiig trepidaion lest the
gi shouls! atter all regret the deetlon uie bnci
neade la seon dispellocl; ans!, whist la betier ithe
lays ilit follew brhng ne clous! *tli h 3rn te
lssen bis tranquIliity. For IroneS hsot a womnan
to mnrry a man ans! thon wbnny hlm le ibte
grave by lien senti mental griof fer aneibor; s
bas clioeen ber prenn lot, aeus le intenda te
make it ai happy a loi as liemlunlier poer.
Ibe lao!fceolhonorable andI nprhghi a nature te
maire e (llow.creaiure pay thie colt of ber ewu
niston mne, and! especially a tollow-cneatnre vWho
l de! ýg evenytbiug lu bis pever te makrelier
ha', y. Ans! edded tt l, sha ha tee wiao teoeall
in a doctor ans! net foloW hie s rnptions. 8h.
uas marrie! Colonel Mordaunias a refuge from
'ersoîf ; abo nover coules the trati& aven te hon
own heart; ans!Iftshes u tili te ult*wn ans! pins
eo sjeath. ton love et Brie Keir, where was tlie
neeesaity for action wlich lier strong wll
bronghb te boni' upon lier teeble nature. %hae
may break devu bereafier; but Irone Merdaunt
commences hon merch upen ithe patk et mai'.
mes! lits bravoly. i.t.
She net enly strives te ho pieauol-'4he la

pleaied wltli au that lienrlnabans! doe sfor iber
-vilihie uiereus prenant% hliayu ni bor
soi, bthe pleasant excursions&lie devises, thé
tlionghiftil cane lie shows for lier comter4. She
repeys il ail with gratitude and! affliction. Yos
-Colonel Mordant bas doue Wall ln cenfidîng
bis houer eus! happineas te hrene's keeping i

About the same date, lu thai marne moubh et
June, a]olly, gonlal-beantes! ols! man, cemmonIy
knewn as tbe Ban etf Nonbem, la sentes! lu tb.
library et Berwick Cesilo, lunlier MnJeaty's
"4loyal ans! worsbipft lborongli o! Berwick.
Lord Norliarndees net carry outin the talnt-et
clegreo Ilie Ides cf a lard, as usualiy dopictes by
the hostos! imaginations, o!fthe yeung ans! bhe
uniniilated. Hie appearance abenue wonid le
sumelcent te put te flîght ail[ the dreenso!
disweet seventeen,' or thie ambitions cravlngs
ot e maturer ago. Hl a ataii, mtout man. of
about tlve-aud-sixiy, wlth a smnting ras! face,
a busliy boas! otgray bain, ans!di"multen-cliep"l
wbiskena Jusi oee alade danker; nd!ho la
drosses! mn black sud witie cliecked tronsens,
os decidedly county makre: a witie walstcoab,
wliu tlie old-ftslioned stek sunmounting Il;
sus! e brewu liollens!ceai. The wIndows e! tho
library are aillopen tethe air, aud Lord Norhem
la net warmbyr attires!, yot lie seema muel
oppresses by the woather; ans! te ses hlma lay
clown bis peu evory ivo minutes (lha inwnihing
moitera fer lhe mls!-day post), ns mop hls
hontes! face round ans!reouns! wih a yeliew ns
nos! allât ans!kerchief until Ih abines agaîn, yen
wouid ho ready te awear lie was a meuiy, weil-te.
de fermer, who lied eveny neeson te be saltafieul
vibl ieiscreps ans! bis dinner-table. lunoelc,
Lord Nonham lua&Il yen wenld Imagine hlm te
be; fer agriculture la bis hobby, and! hoaalowa
ne accidenta te s!istn* bhis pence. But hlinl
soeeing mucli botter Inte the bargain-a brue
nobieman, eus! the fondeatttablier lu the Unîtes!
Kiugdern. Ho iest bis wife et a very early stage
of lieir marrios! ite, ans! holias nover ibonight
e! marrylng agalu, but devotes! bis li!. te
chldren sbe loft behlus ber. Thon. are enly
ihose iliree, Robent, Lord Muiraven, ans! bis
breiliers Brie ans!Cocil; ans! wlen Iboîr meilien
dies! the eldoat was muat four yeera ols!. Thea h
was ihat aillthe latent wortb ans! noblliy of
Lord Norliem's chanacier carne forth. Ris
frionds bnci rates! hhrn betore ai a very endlnary
standard, kuowing htin te, be au excellent lans!-
Lord ans! au Indulgent liuabeus, ans! credhbing
hin wîth, as much gees! seuso as his position lu
lite require!, ans! a strict belle! in lhe Tblrty-
nino Ailes. But trom blini date tbe) snw ithe
men as lie neaily was%-trom that moment, when
ha know hîrneoif te le wls!owed ans! dolate,
ans! bis unfornate littho eues loft itilout a
mother et the very Urne iliey wanted ber mont
be look na olemn calli nover te place bthe
beppInesu of lier chidren et ithe msncy o! au-


