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The Adventure;
OR A COUSIN IN NEED.

N a dreary au-
tumn day more
than a hundred
years ago; a
heavy carriage
was slowly
lumbering
along the mud-
dy road from
Potsdam to

Berlin.  Within it

was one person only,

the slowness of the
traveling; but,
leaning back ir a
corner, was arrangug a
multiplicity  of papers
contained m a small port-
folio, and making notes
in a pocket bovk. Since he was
drcssed in a plain, dark military
aniform, it was fair tosuppose that
this gentleman belonged to the
Prussian army, but to which grade
of it nobody could determine, as
all tokens uf rank had been avoided.
A dreary November evening was
closing m; and though the rain
had for u time ceased, yet dark
masses of clouds flying through the
sky, gave warning that a “ weep-
ing darkness” was at hand. The

who took no heed of

rond grew heavier, at least, so it
should have seemed to a foot trav-
eler, who was ploughing his way
through the mire : and so, doubt-
less it Jid svem to the ecarriage
horses, who floundered along so
slowly, that the pedestrian whom
they had overtaken, kept easily
by the side of the coach—though
at a respectful distance, certain-
ly, after the first basket-full of
mud that it splashed over him.
‘The gentleman inside the coach,
when he could see no longer, shut
up the portfolio and returned the
pocket book to its place in the
breast of his cvat. He then roused
himself to luok out of the window,
and judge from the mud and dark-
ness, how far it might be to Berlin.
For the first time he perceived
that a2 muddy young man was
walking at a little distance from
his norses. Though more than
reasonably travel-stuined, hetrudg-
ed on as if his limbs were strong
and his heart were hght. Through
the drizzle and the darkness, all
that could be seen of his face, was
sensible and good tempered. He
had just finished a pipe as he at-
tracted the traveler’s attention,
and was in the act of shaking out



