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liniestone, the peole were cleau and industriouse, two qnalities
not iusunllv folind ini tlue Orient. In the largo mltiaro area i
front of tile Clitircla of the 2Nntivity wca disinounited. Tito
poptulation is abolit 6,000, and the eitizens dIo a thriving rade
ini nuthetr-of.peaîi work alîd înkixîg souv'enirs of native Nvood
and 8tone. <>11 the casterii brov of the ridge of Iiiinestonie,
on wvlîich file City la, btiUt, stands the Chureli of the Ntvt
%vitlî its tliree couvents. It is 1ii.k a vast fortrfss externally,
Coxnnînandig the city anld the decip valîcys that, extenid enst-
ward anti northward. To tic ea4ýz are the ricli fields which
l)robably ivere tlic po~SssKioIIs of Bozaz wlîere Ruth gleailled,
andi Nvhere 1)avid watchled his fathIer's flccks, and NVhIero the
slîep1icals %cre abiding wlîen tile glory of the Lord siione
roundt abolit then, andti wherc the heavenly lîost sang, Il ont
eaîrtlî pe.wte anîd good %vill towardn incan." The site of l3ethle-
Ifhin is ont- of the Icealities about %Vhich thora is noe unccr-
tainty, for lîistory and tradition speak of it in alinost every
ccnturyý siuice the finie of Christ. Justin Uartyr and 0rige
alli înanv of the Fathers spealk of this grotte or cave, nlow
coveretl by fie chîîtrel, as the birthplace of the Lord. And,
besidIes, it is hardilv possible that ini the two centuries and a
quarter interveiîiing hctween tie deatli of John and the build-
ing cf tliulieiîreli the kniovletle of thie oc4ility ivould have becît
h)ein lost. The Ba-silica was but by the Enupress Helena early
in tlic fourtli cenitury, and is the oldcst Christian chureli ini the
%world.

I cnter-tI throigh a sinail irn door into a court and th lnceinto Ulic ]lave of te church. Thora are forty colunîns of
marbie, very old, and N'itli Coriuttiani capitals of various;
sizes and shaipes. The coluinns a suipposeul to have be-
longed to tlic porches of thic Temple of Solonion ini Jerusa-
lein. Thîey wure dtuer Up froin the rubbishi in ftic Temple
Arca, and probably belong to tile tirst or second Temple, and
Lhtus are of Uie deepest iintercst. They divide this part of
the cliurch into flic zia'îe aad two aisles on ecd side. They
Support the roof whiehl is ccvered withl cedar frein Lebanon.
Ainong tie cedar b2,anis the birdls were siliging thîcir swcctest
song,'I aund iL seciincd as if they liad couic te thîis bithlplaco of
tlie Lord te sin, Ilis praise, wvho even takes care of Uhc

parws as ivell as the îigh-ltest and hlicet archiangel. A
wlsar ate tît itia ru te transept anid apse. Pas-
ing' intu the riglît liaad transept, wc descenid by a few stops
into tie grotto that marks the spot Nviiere Christ ivas bora.

Every town of imnportanice possessed a Caravansary in
ancient finies. It wvas a qluadmingle, une of whosc sideq, if
possible, was a range of his, wvith cavcrns in it te afford
alhelter for muaiti and beist. Bethlcein, on the Iighri-vay to
the south, wvotild hlave eue, anul as lîîstory gives uis ahnost.iau
uubroken chiini %)f cvidence iii suipport of Luis spot, 1 believe
it Lo he tlie spot honorcul above ail others on earth, where
Christ cutcred iipon His life on earth, wbhich endcd %vith Ris
dIcath on Calvaryý, but for our redcznption. Golden lanmps
arc burniug day and nighit on the nille slab thiat covers the
grotte, fitting emiblein of ini %Yho is the lighit of tlic worid.
On Uie slab is a silveer star, iwith the ivords. IflHic de Vin-
gifne Maria Iesuis Chrnistus Natus Est." Rare camne the brcad
of lifo of which, if wca ont, .va shail nover bunger. Ilore be-
gan te fiw thtat living -water wlîich bas rcfroshcd tho thirsty
pihgrinis licavenward throughîftie past agos, and of its
waters, if %va drink, Nve shall never thiirst. If the groat St-
Lawrenmce nrid tha -rivets of Uie wonlul %vara dnied te tieir
lowost depthis huian progncss would endi, life ivould case,
every 3iving cratuitre -%vouid, pcnish. But the river of tho
wvaten f ec wlîich began te flow ini Bethlehema is of in-
finitely more importance. It lias spread itself in nunîbenless
chiannels ovcr thuis world of sin, and lias givea lifo and
stnongth and chicot to great multitudes Nvlio novr serve Rim,
ivho becaîne flesh anuldaicdfor our salvation, but vho is now
scatcd upon His Thîrone as the Etcrnal and Omnipotent
KCing. I -%as fllled with intense ennotion and thanksgiving
as I stood nean the Cradie cf Christ. Tlîough bon in that

Judean town, I-is blessing is for the world, se that ini
Canada Nve mmay serve Hi-ni, se Ilis ghory and sliare Ris ne-
deniption ; for H-is gifts vei'o not for Judean plains, or huils,
or wvalleul cities, or townis, but for the world and for mnan.
This wvas Ilis life Nvork -I "1 carne to seek and save that -,vhielch
ivas lost." Ilus salvation, therefore, in ours, lot our service of
praîse to Mlinie a lîohy life. E.BRFEDBD,

Pastor, Finst Prcsbytcniati Clîurch, Ihrockville.

siteffietd.O N Lte way to Londoun we broke thîe journcy te have a
pooe) at tlie world's great cittlery shcp. Distance docs

lot lc-ý:d enclîantinexît te Sheffield, ns but a littie ivay off ne-
thing can bo seen of it only a dense cloud of sinoke issuing
front inîîuînerablc factories and from maines wliich hlave coin-
pletely hîoney-coinbed tic founidation of te town. This
Egyptiami darkness; is utot regardod by the ililiabitants as a
plague, but as a . gu of good tinies indicating industry and
prosperity. IL seenus, liowever, to have becît a liadrance te
the erection of fine buildings public and private, if one nîay
jucige frorn flhe conspicuous absence cf such. The only ece-e
siastical O(lifice-s of any architectural preteasions are the
parish chiurch anid the Romnit Catlîolic chîurch, and thiese are
se blaek %viLh sunoke as te land oue te think they are buit of
ebeay. The 1%ethiodist chiurchîes rccently erectcd, are rapidly
assuining the sanie sable appearance. Thora is muo cathedral
ini Shîeffield, fer althouglx it lias a population double that of
Mfontreal it lins net yet attained the dignity of a dly. The
inhabitants tliuk thicy can get along ail right %vithout these
LEpiscopal luxuries. Tiios iL ivill be tînderstood that the
features of Sheffield are net iLs spleuudid streots and Inagnifi-
cent buildings, but its great wvorkshops, nianufacturing goods
for oery landl. Ntfst of the factories exhibit "lNo admis-
sien " ever the gateway, and as the tuba in attictly enforceul,
te visiter nequires the aid of one vhîo knowvs the "lopent

sesane." Thîis %va founul in a Mothîodist brother, a rctired
inerchant of the towm, wlio during eut stay in Shecffield well
sustained the reputation of Englislimen for luospitality. After
seeing the art cf electne-plating at M'iikinson's establishiment,
weopreceeded te seetliat fonvhiiciSlîeffield hashbecoîne famous,
tic manufacture cf cutlery. \Vc wuitncssed this satisfaotorily
at the two principal factonies cf Rogers and Nixon. The
forgiuig, siniUîing, scorclîing, stanîping aud bufflng cf tic
steel was cxccedingzly intercsting te us. Wû e re inforunid
that the uaaking cf cach piece cf a knife, the blade, spring,
rivets, linndbe, is a distinct trade. The best paid part cf the
wverk is the dry-grinding, as tic steel dust is very injuricus
te the hecaltit cf the %vorkrnen. Leaving tlie %vorkshops -we
cntcrcd Rogers' show nocn, %vliere are -exbibited somau cf the
triunîphs cf the cutler's art, We noticed especially a peeket
kaife mith 250 blades, each baving cugraved oa iL a viev cf
some place in Sheffiehd. Another peekot (1) knife containcd
the immense number cf 1880 bindes te whlihe i addition
cf *a blade is umade oecry yer. A very tiny dozen pairs cf
scissors, ail workable yet only Nveighing elle grain, caused us
te say IlO scissons." Cutleny ivas once the staple imdustny
cf Shieffield, and iL still occaîipies te leading position among
the trades cf the teovn. During eur stay the Mastet cutiar
(whc is elccted arinually) gave a banquet te a distinguished
ccnupany in the CuLons' Rall. The Shefficiders justiy regard
this ycanly fcast as cf great imaportanuce. Thoero are other li-.
dustries, hcwvevcr, fast pushing Uic cutlcry trade into Uic
shade. 0f late years an incrcasing business in railway plant
and armour plates for the navy has sprung up. Se wo wvent
te the extensive works cf Canmneils, and wvhat Nve thit saw
wvas even mono interesting thian -%vbat we hid already mît-
nessed in town. A long way off we couid bean tlîe test cf
Lbe fBossemer furiiace, and neant iLs ficry vomit resemblcd ne
smil voicamie. On entoning %va wcro just in Lime te sa the


