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and, therefore, to attain the highest spiribunl excellence, He
requited thom to leave all and follow him,  The Chureh hag
nlways felt that great wealth well nigh prohibits great spirit-
unl abbeinments. At one time Jolin Wesley snid that he
knew only two men who had nob been injured spirvibually by
growing vich  Laber on he remarked that he did nob know
any.  His testimony coineides with Christ’s tenchings, and
the Chureh’s whole experience.  The reagsons for this are set
forth in soveral of Christ's sayings.  There is the tendency of
the heart to rest in viches.  “ Where your breasure is there
will your heart be nlso” Christ tnught, ns he warned His
people againgt acewmulabing treasures on earth, and urged
them to lny up treasure in Henven.  ''he man whose aim is
the amasging of a fortune will have hig heart set on it to bhe
exclugion of Heavenly interests. 1t is an inexorable lnw and
men may probest agninst ib in vain,  In antithesis o His
blessing on the poor, Christ said:  * Woe unto you thab are
rich ! for y¢ have veceived your consolution.”  The veagon for
it iy that their wealth was all the consolation they sought
Tho blessings and powers of the spiritunl world were an
unknown rvegion to them, and they did not care enough to
explore it. The rich, in such a cnse, have nob lenrned the
first lesson of Christinnity, that “a man’s life consisteth not
in the abundance of the things whieh he possesseth.”  There
is the danger of choosing Maminon as o master, and Christ
said:  “ Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.”  The laws of the
two kings conllict with one another at many points, and
Mammon-servers obey his laws even when they are contrary
to Christ’s, besides giving him the chief place in their herts.
This was the rich young ruler’s fault, and it resulted in de-
liberate unbelief. Lo this men reply that they serve Christ
with their means. This is often true, and there are grent
possibilities of such service. But it is gross hypocrisy to say
that they are serving Christ with their gning when they dole
out pence to His cause for pounds that they heap up for them-
selves. It is a principle nearly universal that the growth of
o man's generesity does not keep pace with the growth of his
possessions, and that the widow’s mite is a far larger propor-



