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A Sa rule statistics are dry and unin-teresting, but when statistics have
to (Io wiîli the success of a great titiller-
taking iii which the Cîvilized world is
now engaged sehei the>- iad(icat- the
poiwbility of act-
uial existence of
zà'> inconuiderable
part of the race--
iney take on an
added intereat. In
nmre seetiona
there ia develop-
ing a feeling Of
anxiety and reat-
leunem with re-
gard to the dis-
posai ouf the pros-
ent and prospec-
tive stor of food
crops. Some peo-
pie are inciined
to dotâbt the nec-
eaaity of urgpng
greuter orops and
c o0 U ei rvation of
P r e sent &DMpliea HENRY
to the Point Of deprivinig ourselves ouf
Nmie Of the eusteomary artioles of diet.
To one wh, takes lime to coUlect the
fitatilsties availaible and balances pro-
duction againat consumption, plus nec..
effarY oarr7!Y-Over, the situation looks
vaatJy different.

Since thc beginning of the war. the
Allied cause has attracted t0 ils bat.
tiers a population totalling nearly four
hundred and twenty-five million, exclus-
ive oi Indit. Natural populations total
over forty-eight million. Allowing 4 1-2
hushels af wheat per person per annum

this aggregate has a food requirent
of approximiately 2,102,000,000 bushels
of %vhtat. L.atest figures published by
Mlicd ~;rîîsn show a total piro-

d t:uof alsroxirnately 2.144.000,000
huMihelA in both
aliied and neu-
t.ral cotînitries, tbis

again exclusive of
380 million bush-
ais reeorded for
India. Sueh fig-
urets would aeln
bo show tubat the
need 15 amply pro-
vided for, and a
regerve irtoek of
over 42 million
buabels is prob-
&bly available.
But Àech au an-
alysia of the
situation 10o0e a
uight of the
great seed re-
quiremesats for

o. sALI.next year's wheat
croit. It is safe to figure that ai leaat
nne-tentl i oflrodluction is necessary
for re-seeding. This estimiate is alto.
gether t00 high for those countries
practicing intensive wheat production,
but is îurobably low for the great aver-
age. Such a seed requirement in itself
sn,.ounts to 214 million bushels. This
wheat caninot bcecaten, but must be re-
ýcre(I for coming crops. In face of
these atîditional requirements the 'es-
cess of 42 million bushels over probable
consuimption, immediately becomca a
defleit of over 172 million bushels if


